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nc DU TEN D. 
Who was amongſt other Things, 
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at laſt Depos d by the PROVINCIALSYNOD 

b « of FYFE, on the 20th of June 1701, for having 

N advanc'd and maintain'd Two of the Great and 

I Capital Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, viz. 

I. That Chriſt died for all thoſe that Profeſs the Goſpel, 

IT. That he hath purchas'd Pardon and Sacvation for them, 


upon Condition that they believe in Him, and Repent 
7 of their Sins. 
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A True and Impartial NARRATIVE of the Besbterlan 
Proceedings againit Mr. GR AME; Together with his 
Defences at large. The whole wiit by the Detendant 
loon after he was depos'd, and now firſt publiſh'd for the 
Information of ſuch as ate Strangets ty the Doctrine aud 
Tenets of Presbyterians. 
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| T is @ common Word, that no wiſe Man will 
. [| much wonder at what happens in this Iron Age; 
and eſpecially among ſt us in the preſent State of 
Affairs. Yet, if I miſtake not, the greateſt Stock of 
" Reaſon and Stoiciſm too, muſt be imployd, to 
guard one againſt the moſs ſudden and unexpected 
Surprixe, that can be form d in the Heart of 
an Underitanding Chriſtian, from the Narrative 
I preſent my judicious and attentive Reader with, in 
the following Sheets; containing the Proceedings of 4 
Famous Proceſs commenc'd againſt the late Reverend 
and Learned Mr. James Grame, Epiſcopal Miniſter 
of the Goſpel in Dunfermline, in the Shire of Fyte, 
by a few Ignorant Bigots of the Pariſh, carried on 
by the Holy Party in Scotland, for a whole Twelue 
Month; and at laſt ended by their Venerable Synod, 
appointed on purpoſe to determine the Affair, in a 
A 3 Sentence 


(iv) 
Sentence of Depoſition; the ſevereſt Cenſure their 
Kirk could inflict. And all this, without the leaſt 
Colour of Reaſon or Equity, but the very reverſe of 
bub, as muſt infallibly appear, when the whole 
Scene of this Religicus Tryal, or rather Ludicrous 
and Scandalous Quarrel and Tranſaction, is Impar- 
tially, and without Prejudice weigh d and conſider d. 
Then it ts, that every Underſtanding Reader will, 1 
believe, and muſt acknowledge, that Mr. Grame is 
the firſt Clerg man, that ever was Impeach'd, Con- 
diann d or Puniſh'd, by any Chriſtian or Reform'd 
Church, or even Secular Tribunal profeſſing Chriſti- 
ani! y throughout the whole World, from the Birth 
of our Lord to this Day, for having Advanc d 
and Alatntain d, Defended and Promoted Two of the 
Great and Capita! Truths of the G oſpel, and the 
rn queſt ionable Dottrine and Tenor thereof ; and with- 
out which all Religion may as well be aboliſi d, and 
the very Baſis of true Chriſtianity deſtroy'd and 
bluwn up, vit. Becauſe he anplyed to his Hearer, 
, St. Paul ſaid to the Corinthians, Ye are 
bought with a Price; ® and affirm'd, That Chriſt 
dy'd for all and every one of them, and that the 
ce the Reaſon why all are not ſiv'd, is becauſe they do 
Senat fullfil the Condition, Mr. Grame's Preac bing 
ca LOT this Doctrine, was reckon'd profly Erroneous, and 
Pix. 3/- Rank Hereſy, as well as that other conſtantly taught, 
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perdie, " inculcated, and in|; ted upon by bim, viz. | Of the 
ee ant N. ceſſity of a Holy Liſe, as a Condition of S.- 
vation, und that FaitÞ alone without good Works, 
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cou'd never obtain it. Theſe Chriſtian Doftrines, 
ere the Dangerous Errors and other Miſcars Jager, 
of which he was accus'd, and for which be was (0 
reſtleſly and ſeverely perſecuted and purſued, (i 
ſeveral other Articles were exhihited again/t lim, but 
ubey prov d altogether Falſe, or very Trifing, as will 
"appear by this Tryal See Pag. 155. and for which at 
laſt, he was ſolemnly, and after tle miſt publick man- 
wer Depos d and Degraded : For, nothing elſe 2yas, or 
could be made out againſt Lim; and to Thee he joye 
fully pleaded Guilty. And are ſuch Flagrant Inſt ances, 
of the Dreadful Tenets held and taught oy Prevbyt. ris 
ans, that no wiſe Man can much wonder, if the 
Diſſolute and Immoral Lives and Practiſis of th. ſe 
who Teach them, and of their blind Folliauers, be 
the Reſult and Fruit of ſuch horrid Principles. 

Tbe Death of that moſt excellent Perſon, the Au- 
t bor of, and Defendant iu this Religions Law Sur, 
þ much regretted by the Learned, the moderate = 
wiſer Part of lis Country, occaſind the tranſ- 
qnitting of his Papers to me. And in Juſtice to 
the Memory of this Great, yet Obſcure Man, who/z 
Temper, Inclination, and the healing Maxims, by 
which he walkd, were not to ſquablle and juſt ie 
with bi; Brethren , but wh:ſe Ardemt Lowe and 
Affection for Peace, and the leaſt Colour of Order, 


. conſtantly determin d him to Patience, Reſignation, 


Silence, and Contentedneſi with his Lot, and alſy «5 
a Pledge or Specimen if ile re#f of bis Pic ani 
Learncd Writings, as we'l as for the common Benc- 
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fit of ſincere Chriſtians ; I have, I ſay, for theſe 
Reaſons, adventur d to publiſh this Tryal or Proceſs 
in the Author's own Words, without diminiſhing one 
of them, or adding one of my own, 

But when the Poſthumous Works of a learned 
Man, more particularly a Divine, are to be commu- 
nicated to the World, a juſt Encomium of the Au- 
thor, is generally expected from the Publifher ; And 
then, as a fd Rule, ſtridlly obſerv d, that the 
Publick Good, and Peace of the Church be inviolably 
conſulted, Now as the Performance of the Firſt, 
far exceeds my little Skill and Ability, ſo ] hope I have 
contented my Fudicious and Learned Reader, in thi; 
Point, by publiſhing the Defendants Plea, in his own 
Words, as the beſt and juſteſt Panegyrick upon its 
Author. And as to the publick Good and Peace of 
the Church, hat more likely Means to procure them, 
than to make the Nation, and particularly the Clergy, 
ſenſible, that the True Intereſt of the Church can ne- 
ver be ſecur d, nor Concord and Brotherly Kindneſs 
(without which no Society can be happy) maintain d 
and promoted, while there's Party againſt Party, and 
the Dominant ſeeks by all imaginable Arts to Diſ- 
grace and Ruin ſuch as are not of their Side, or who 
differ from them in Opinion; tho otherwiſe, never 
ſo Blameleſs in their Lives, Uſeful in their Stations, 
Moderate in their Principles, Zealous for Reforma- 
tion of Manners, Lowers of their Country, and 
Hearty Friends to all Good and Sober Men. And 
this Divine Temper of Spirit, I perſwade my ſelf 


| ery 


C vi) 
ex'ry impartial and intelligent Reader, will find 
Breathing throughout the following Pages; and ſuch 
Were the Motives and Ende, that firſt mduc'd our 
Author to put Pen to Paper in his own juſt Defence, 
tho' a Modeſty that was natural to him, hindred his 


* publiſhing thoſe excellent Pieces during his Life. 


The firſt of which is call'd, The State of the 
Proceſs, &c. And, as appears by the Title, was pre- 
par'd and deſign'd for the General Aſſembly that met 
at Edinburgh March 170 2, to which the Defendant 
bad Appeal d. And it had certainly been then Pre- 


ſented, if fatal News from Court had not occaſion'd K. 
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their haſty and precipitate Diſſolution. But now, 
tho the Form be out of Date, yet the Subſtance of 
that Paper is ſtill very proper, for acquaining yoit 
with the Nature and State of this more than ftrange 
end unaccountable Proceſs. 

The next Paper bears for Title, A Reviſal of the 
Minutes, &c. (which, together with The State of 
the Proceſs juſt mention d, maketh the firſt Part of 
Mr. Grames's Tryal) and doth in a manner Anato- 
mixe and Diſcuſs what was tran(afled at the Synod 
pro re Nata, as they term d it, at Coupar. The 
Author purpos d likewiſe to have laid it before the 
ſame General Aſſembly March 1702. And whzn 
Le ſaw that his Affair could not be Canwaſs'd by that 
Supreme Eccleſiaſtical Court, He reſulv'd to Preſent 
both The State of the Proceſs, and the Reviſal, &c- 
to their Delegates, or, as they call them The Commil- 
ſion of the Kirk, But the State of bis Health ha- 
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ding diſabled him from attending that Court at their 
Quarterly meeting in June 1702, He ſent hs Son 
with a Letter to their Preſident, (or in their Style 
Moderator) wherein be requefted, That his Abſence 
o-caſion's by a threatning Diſtemper, might put no 
fo to the Commiſſions Proceeding to determine, 
and paſe tho ir final Verdict on his Appeal, depending 
before them, and at the ſame time, ſent the Papers 
relating to the whole Proceſs, Thus much then will 
(»rffice with Relation 10 the Contents of this firſt Part, 
and hope the Author's Method is explain'd clearly and 
plainly enough. 
The Second Part of this Trya is an 1 to 
the Firſt, containing ſeveral Authentick and Curi- 
os Pieces referr'd to in the Courſe of the Proceſs, 
ani mark d or diſtinguiſu d in the Margent; whico 
to. avoid Confuſion and Prolixity, I have. d. geſted 
in the Order they are now in. 
The Third and laſt Part is call d, The Conduct 
of the Commiſſion of the Kirk towards Mr. 
James Grame reprielented ; For tho' the Author 
had appeal d to the General Aſſembly, that was to 
reet at Edinburgh March 1702, as has already 
been ſaid, and as appears by Page 149. of this Firſt 
Parr, yet that Supreme Eccleſiaſtical Court, which 
had readily receiv'd the Appeal, ſtill thought not fit 
to decide, wr otherways, to determine the Affair, but 
rejerr'd it wholly to their Delegates, or in their Di- 
alect, the Commillion of the Kirk; in Fuftice 
eberefore to zbe ſ 3d Commilton, the Author bath 
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alſo taken care to ſet forth their Conduct and Pro- 
ceedings in his Affair, together with the final Verdieél 
of that Court upon it. 
No in all Three together, I may boldly venture 
to ſay, evi ry one may read a juſt but imperfect Cha- 


racler of the violent Domineering and Perſecuting Spi- 
vit which reign'd in moſt of the Presbyterian Courts, 


before which our Author appear d. For I ſuppoſe the 
Act or Deed of the Provincial Synod at Coupar, 
pro re nata, is really, or in common and reaſonable 
Conſtrution, deew'd to be, the Act or Deed of the 
General Aſſembly, with whoſe Power and Authority 
its probable they were inveſted, as to certain Effects 
and Affairs, And this once granted, it's Evident that 
Ar. Grame ſtood then Condemmn d by the whole Pres- 
byterian Party in that Kingdom; and conſequently 
whatever Wh eakneſs or Ignorance whatever Iniqui * 
ty or Partiality, hate ver Pride or Bigottry, whats 
ever Seljiſhneſs or Arrogance, whatever Violence or 
Tyranny, and in ſhort, whatever wreſtling the Word 
of God, or Blaſphemy has been, or may juſtly be 
charg d upon the Synod, muſt needs, whether Mr. 
Grame would or not, and in ſpite of all his Charity, 
fall flat and heavy upon the whole Covenanted Fra- 
ternity, excepting thoſe who bad the Senſe, Courage, 
or Conſcience (if any ſuch there were) to diſown and 
diſavow what bad been determin d and concluded 


vy the Synod. 
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Offence has been taken, as 1 have been inform'd, 
at ſome Expreſſions in the Author's Defences, as too 
Tart and Severe, and ntterly oppoſite to the Meek- 
neſs and Charity which the Goſpel enjoyns. But if 
it were true that in ſome places his Stile were too ſharp 
and edged, I do not ſee there could be any juſt Ground 
to wonder or complain: Whoſe Indignation, would 
not the Uſage he has met it hal, have mov d and in- 
fam d againſt a Set of Men, who pretend the great- 
eſt tenderneſs of Conſcience, and affect to be reputed 
the moſt Religious of all others, and yet make no 
Bones of it, to commit thoſe Pranks, which an Ho- 
weſt underftanding Turk or Pagan would bluſh at 
and abhor ? But indeed the Author's handling the 
Matter, is ſo far from being contrary to the Temper 
and Spirit of the Goſpel, that I take it to be the ge- 
nuine Fruit and Effet thereof, Doth he not all along 
reſtify his Reſpect and Affection for the Brethren ? 
Is it not viſible, his Aim was not to Provoke or 
Afﬀront, but Awaken and Reclaim them? What 
hath he ſaid but Truth? And doth not Chriſtian 
Charity, as well as his oum juſt Defence; oblige bim 
to ſay ſo much for their Intereſt, and that of others, 
as well as his own ? Is there any Injury done them by 
ſo neceſſary and juſt a Freedom? The Heathen Phi- 
loſopher could ſay, What wrong haſt thou receiv'd 
from me, who have done no more than a Look- 
ing-Glaſs doth to the Deform'd, having ſhew'd 
thee to thy ſelf ſuch as thou art? Is a Phyſician 
thought to Diſgrace one, whoſe Diſeaſe he di- 
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nd, covers to him? And pray, how could the Matter 
700 be ot beruiſe treated? What doth the Author but call 
e k- a Spade, a Spade, as he himſelf ſaith? Muſt not bard 
t if Things be expreſs by Hard, that is, proper Names 2 
arp Or will the Brethren claim it as a Property or Prero- 
und gative of the Kirk, that they may do what they liſt, 
ould Domineer Inſolently, Attack, Beſpatter, Defame 
in- and Condemn Innocent Men, merely becauſe they are 
eat- not of their Gang and Cabal; and then Brand it as 
uted Gall and Bitterneſs, when the Injur'd and Oppreſt 
e 710 adventure Reſolutely and Boldly to Defend and Vin- 
Ho- dicate themſelves, againſt the moſt Unjuſt and Ty- 
bat rannical Proceedings? Beſides, the Author hath 
the often declar'd and proteſted, that his Words were the 


nper - Diltates of his Judgment, and not of any Angry or 
ge- Sßpiteful Reſentment: And I am perſwaded, that 
long none who will make themſelves acquamted with this 
en? Tryal, can doubt of bis Sincerity, So that had he 
e been miſtaken in his Meaſures, he may well have [aid 
Hat as one did in a like Caſe, That it was but a pure 
Fan Error of his Mind, not any Vice of his Will. 
bim And may not One then with Reaſon, expe that h:s 
hers, . Harſh or Unadviſed Words (if any ſuch there are) 


n by ſhould not be look'd on as Crimes, but over/ook'd as 
Phi- Human Frailties : And that the Truth le has repree 
1v'd ſented, ſhould rather be Calmly conſiler d, than in 
Dok what Manner it is expreſt, invidibuſi, conſtr d and 
w 0 interpreted? | 
cian But now, not to Diſſemble, there“: nuch more 
di- Colour for tbe Complaint of many bers, wha Tax 
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the Author, for ſparing the Brethren, and treating 
them in too ſoft and mild a Strain, and that about 
ſome Important Points, where he ought more keenly 
to hade purſu'd and expos'd them. And that this 
ma) not ſeem a mere groundleſs Surmiſe, I ſhall bring 
eme particular Inſtances, 

In the matter of the Confeſſion, he charges the 
Brethren, but with 4 fondneſs for it: Whereas he 
mig bt and ought roundly to have told them, that they 
and their Party make it no better than an Idol; as 
the Weſtminſter Divines had the Impudence to affirm, 
That many Ignorant and Superſtitious People 
made the Engliſh Liturgy, Then be ſays in very 
Juwoth Terms, that ſo far as be knows, their Con- 
ſeſſion, was never printed with the Body of Pro- 
teſt ant Confeſſions, and conſequently but little valu d 
by other reform Churches. But why was it conceal d, 
that the Two Houſes of Parliament, had no Aut ho- 
rity to call an Aſſembly, that the Weſtminſter Mect- 
ing was A Schiſmatical Synod, and that when ſome 
endeavour'd at the Reprinting of the Harmony of 
Confeſſions in Geneva, to have the XXXIX Articles 
of the Church of England expung d, and the Weſl- 
minſter Conf. ſſion ſubſtituted in their Room, while 
the Uſurper and Rebels ſeem d to be deeply rocted, 
and firmly ſettled in their Power and Grandure, the 
Motion was rejected by the Senate, the Church, and 
Univerſity of that Famous City? And from hence 
we ba ve by the Way, a Demonſtration, that Geneva it 
felf is no Enemy to the Engliſh Hierarchy, hich our 

| Preſ- 
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| Presbyterian- Brain-fick Bigots Rail at and Exclaim 
againſt, contrary to the Senſe of all the Foreign Re- 
form'd Churches, as a Limb of Anti=chriſt, 4 
un Epithet of theirs for the Eſtabliſ'd Church 
of England: And further, why has not the Au- 


| thor remark d, for ſhewing how madly their Fanatick, 
Zealots dote upon their Confeſſion, that by an Act of 
their late General Aſſembly, the Reception of any that Feb. 1790. 


come from Popery to the Communicn of their Church, 
muſt be the Deed of a Church f udicatory; and that 
ſuch Converts muſt ſubſcribe the Confeſſion, as rhe 
Confeſſion of their Faith? So that every one, and of 
either Sex, who is diſposd torenounce the Communi- 
on of the Church of Rome, muſt come and appear 
before their Church Fudicature, and ſubſcribe the 
Weſtminſter Confeſſion, as the Confeſſicn of their 
Faith, before they can be admitted co Church Priwi- 
leges. Tho they wou'd ſubſcribe the whole Harmo- 
ny of Confeſſions, that's nothing: They can't for all 
that be reputed ſound Proteſtants amongſt their Holy 
Zealots, and Profcund Orthodox Rabbies. It was 
well that by an Act of the Scots Parliament half a 
Tear after that Aſſembly, any Perſon might be purg'd 
from Popery, on more eaſy and reaſonable Terms, 
and enjoy the Rights and Liberties of a Chriſtian 
Subject, And then, I preſume no wiſe Man would 
much regard the Privilege of their Kirk. And fi- 
nally, why has he omitted another Proof of their 
Phrentick Bigottry in this Point, viz. That by an Ad 


| of the ſame Aſſembly, all Ruleng Eld.rs, School - 
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maſters, &c. are to ſubſcribe the Confeſſion as the 
Confeſſion of their Faith ? What Blindneſs ! What 
Infatuation! What Tyranny! Poor filly Ignorant 
Trad:ſmen, &c. who know ſo very little of the 
common Principles of Religion, muſt without Senſe, 
without Light, and in ſpite of Conſcience, ſubſcribe 
and prifeſs to believe what, peradventure they never 
once thought upon, can't read, never ſo much as 
heard, and are utterly uncapable to underſtand, This, 
this is the Presbyterian Orthodoxy, this is the very 
Soul and Power of their Religion, and this u the 
great Glory of their ſo much admir'd and magnify'd 
Reformation. And from hence, I fear, it will be 
concluded, to make a juſt Parallel, that the Presby- 
terian Clergy, are as Fond of, as Bigotted to, and 
with as much Violence and Abſolute Power, as 
want of Chriſtian Charity and Moderation, Impoſe 


on the Conſciences of all under their Furisdiction, the 


Weſtminſter Confeſſion, as the only True and Infal- 
lible Standard of Faith, as the preſent Pope does, 
or can poſſibly inforce the Acceptance of bi. Conſti- 
tution or Bull Unigenitus, on the Gailican Church, 
and others owning his Anti=chriſlian Authority, 

Thus their Confeſſion is equalix d, if not pre- 
ferr'd to the Bible it fe: For in what higher or 
fuller Terms, can a Man be required to ſubſcribe 
this, than they exact and command the Subſcription 
of that : * WWitneſs the Provincial Synod of Fyfe in 


p. 69.Ar3. 3. the preſent Caſe, which urg d and requir d our Au- 
ther again and again, to ſubſcribe the Weſtminſter 
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Confeſſion, as the Confeſſion of his Faith, in all the 
Heads and Articles of it, and renounce all contrary 
Doctrines and Tenets. By ſuch unwarrantable and 
deſpotick, Methods, it unhappily comes to paſs that as 
tbis their Human C ompoſure, is Preſs'd and Recom- 

pended vehemently, with Arbitrary Power, and in a 

oſt Tyrannical manner cramm d down the Throats, of 
all ach as are, or willingly would be aſſum d into their 
Community, or the Bidy of their Kirk, and there. 
by imavoidably turn d into an Engine of Contention, 
Hatred and Diviſion, quite contrary to the Intention 
and Words of the Act of Parliament, which Ra- 
tiſes it, ſo the Sacred Oracles of God, the Holy 
Scriptures, are not only almoſt quite laid afide and 
neglected in private Families, but alſo entirely aban- 
don d, and ſeldom or never Read in their Churches * * Sce Reviſ. 
in direct Oppoſiticn to the Expreſs Orders of their 3 
Own Directory, and the conſtant Practice of the Pri- 
mitive, and at preſent, of all the Reform'd Churches 
in the World. Now, whether ſuch notorious Practi- 
ces, do not altogether Border upon Romiſh Principles 
of the ſame Stamp, for which that Church hath been 
as often as 1uſtly twitted in the Teeth by ſome of the 
ableſt and ſoundeſt Proteſtants Pens: Let thoſe who 
are the beſt Friends to Presbytery judge, and endea- 
vour to Reftify, if they will not continue to be 
Thought acting the Part of Feſuits under the Maſque- 
rade of a Cloak, or which is worſe if poſſivle, of 
Renk Infidels and declar d Rebels to Heaven and the 
Chriſtian Religion, 

| But 
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But to return from this Digreſſon, if it be one, 
the Author ut braids the Brethren for contravening the 
Adds of their own Kirk, and for raking ſingular 
Courſes, without any Countenance from its Authority, 
And here he touches but very ſlightly an abuſe, viz, 
The multiplying of Miniſters at the Celebration of 
the Sacrament, contrary to an expreſs Act of their 
The Proteſt- General Aſſembly. Whereas the wiſer Presbyterian: 
Te themſelves do more fully Repreſent, and more ſevere- 
ly Aggravate the Matter. For they inform us, that 

one Courſe taken by their Diſſenting Brethren, to mali 

and keep a Party and Fattion, was their way of ce- 

* Vide atrve lebrating Communion. * Albeit the General Af- 


Repieſent. of 


the Riſe and ſembly in the Year 1 heſe are their own 
Prog. ot the * 644, 0 ſe o 


Prei. Divis. Mords) did eſtabliſh an Order for Uniformity, and 
thin WF preventing of Confuſion in the celebration of the 
2 > Sacrament, wherewith this whole Church then 
reſted well ſatisfy'd, yet ſince our Diviſions, our 
Brethren have taken a new and irregular Method, 

To omit their way of admitting Perſons who 

come from other Congregations, they do not 

now uſually celebrate that Ordinance; but they 

have a great many Miniſters (Six or Seven, or ſome» 

times double that Number or more) gather'd to it, 

whoſe Congregations (molt part) are left defti- 

rute of Preaching that Day: Great Confluence 

from all the Country— are gather'd at them, and 

on every Day of their meeting (which are Satur- 

day the Lord's Day, and M»nday, and now the 
precceding Thurſday too) many of thife Mini 

{tc15, 
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ſters do preach ſucceſſively one after another: 80 
that three or four, ſometimes more, do preach at 
their Preparation, and as many the Monday ſol- 
lowing : and on the Lord's Day, ſometimes three 
or four do preach before they go to the Action, 
helides thoſe who preach to the Multitude of 
People, which cannot be contain'd in the Church. 
Theſe Practiſes as they are a clear Violation of 
the Order unanimouſly eſtabliſh'd in this Church, 
and do occaſion great Animoſitics and Alienations 
in ſimple People, againft thoſe Miniſters, who 
will not imitate thoſe ircegular Courſes, ſo unin- 
tereſted Obſervers, do perceive a clear Deſign in 
all this, to ſer up themſelves, as the only Pious 
and Zealous People, worthy to be truſted and 
follow'd in our Publick Differences: Which it it 
be not an Injury to that Sacred Ordinance, and an 
Improving (which is a Bond of Unity and Com- 
munion) to be a Wedge to drive on and fix a Rent, 
Let the Judicious and Sober Judge. Thus far they: 
New whether ſuch, and the like Abuſes and D., 
ders be redreſs d, ſince the late eſtabliſhment of 
Presbytery, I leave to the Conſciences of their 
Paſtors, and the Senſes of their Laicks, 

And further he Poſes the Brabren, if they can 
vouch the Act of any Aſſembly, that diſcharges the 
e of the Lord's Prayer, which i grown into a 
general Neglect, in publick and private among ſt 


tbem. 1 am Confident there's no ſuch Order extant. 


And I werily believe, as hard as their Foreheads 


B are, 


Direck. 
p zt, 32. 
Ladin i645, 


(x ) 

are, they will not dare to forbid it, tho' the} do not 
ſerup/e, or bluſh to Diſuſe it. But why did not the 
Author preſs them harder with the Authority of 
their own Direflory, 2where we read theſe Words, 
Becauſe the Prayer which Chriſt taught his Diſci- 
ples, is not only a Pattern of Prayer, but it ſelf 
a moſt comprehenſive Form, we recommend it 
to be uſed inthe Prayers of the Church. And ii 
no Reſpett due to an Authority owned by themſelves 
to be ſo grave, ſo great, and ſo wenerable, as that 
of the Weſtminſter Synod, and their General Aſſem- 
bly at Edinburgh. No, none at all, further than 
it pleaſeth the preſent Generation of Presbyterian Bi- 
gots, who, with as much Vanity and Pride, as Ig- 
worance and Arrogance, fancy themſelves more Or- 
tbodox, more Pure, more Wiſe, more Zealous, and 
underſtand the Doctrine and Laws of Chriſt better, 
than all who went before them in all Ages of th: 
Church. 

And to give but one Inſtance more, amongſt ma- 
ny that will occur in the peruſal of this extraordina- 
ey Proceſs, of the Author's too great Charity for, and 
zemwilltwgneſs or backwardneſs to expoſe his injurious 
Bret hren, it is to be obſery'd, that he does but once 
or tv ce at moſt, turoughout the whale Tryal, barely 
mention the Synou, folemn Prayer, immediately be- 
fern the fa! Sent ence of Depoſition paſt upon bim; 
and that only in his Reviſal of the Synods Minutes, 
here indeed the thing could not be emitted, And 
ewenlen be touches that diſmal Article with ſo much 


Gen 
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Gentleneſs and Moderation, as if he had been 
firmly perſwaded andfully convinc d, bat Hſe Ex- 
cellent Quali- Ms and truly Chriſt ian V, irtues, had 
the ſtrongeſt and meſt effeftual Aſcendants over the 
Wills and Affection, of Presbyterians, as wth as owey 


tboſe of the reſt of man lind. But leaving the Au- 


thor to bis Error Charitatis, hich he was wont to 
call Error Salutaris, I ſhall acquaint my Reader with 
this very remarkable Paſſage, and how the Synod 
final Vote fer Depoſing bim was wſher d in. 

After the ſolemn Faſhion of the Holy Tribe, Hea- 
ven muſt firſt of all be addreſ#d to, and conſulted for 
Light and Direction, to guide the &ynod in jo 
weighty and nice a Matter, This Divine Province 
was committed to a fierce and fiery Bigit, who (af- 
ter the Synod, very wiſely no doubt, bad call'd in 
and invited the Defendant, and the Gentlemen 1 
Pariſhioners, to be Witneſſes of their nnaſfected Pity 
and Devotion) ated his Part Notab! and in a Me- 
thodical Hudy'd Harangue, Appealed to the Om- 
niſcient God, that they had proceeded with fin- 
cere vpright Minds in that Whole Affair, begging 
and even claiming the Grace of the Holy Spirir 
for determining them to Judge without Iniquity or 
Partiality, what was meſt for his Glory, the 
good of the Church, and the Intereſt of ther 
poor Place (meaning the Pariſh of Dunfermline, of 
which th. Defendant Was Mmiſter ) according 
to their bounded Duty, &c. Here I cannot bus 
think of that of the Peet, Si vis fallere Ple ber- 

3 2 
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Finge Deum. And bow much is to be regretted, 
*bar Religion ſhould be made, even by it's Profiſſors 
and Teachers, a Stale for gulling the People, and ac- 
compliſhing the vileſt Projects, Upon due Conſidera- 
tion of Things, it will appear, beyond all poſſibility 
of Contradi:t;on, that in the Synods Prayer, there 
was the moſs impious and abominable Tugling, 
with the All-ſeeins God. Dare they pretend that 
they conjulted Heaven, with the Indifference of a 
Traveller, as the poor Pagan Philoſopher, could di 
rect as to a Counſel of Goa? Were they not already 
dctermin'd which way to take, when they pray d the 
Holy Spirit might determine them? Had they not 
unanimouſly voted Mr. Grame Cenſurable, and re- 
ſold the State of the Vote ſhould be Suſpend or De- 
pos d. before they came to pray, as appears by their 
own Minutes, Was it not then poſitively and ab- 
ſolutely Decreed, that he ſhould be Silenc'd, either by 
Suſpenſion or Depoſition, before they addreſs'd to God 
for Light and Direction? Nay, withour all Perad- 
venture, Depoſition it ſelf was contriv d and concert- 
ed againſt him. And conſidering the Temper and 
Maxims of the Party, the meer Terms of the Vote 
inf allivly demonſtrate, what was peremptorily and 
previouſly to their ſolemn extraordinary Prayer, con- 
{>:r'd and agreed on. Who then could much wonder | 
if the Spirits of the Gentry, Town-Councel, and 
Magiſtrates of Dunfermline, (who were Witneſſes 
to the Synods Prayer, and the Defendants Friends 
and Pariſhi-ners, and who appear d at this laſt Pro- 

ſecution 
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ſecution in his Behalf, as they bad dine at all the 
former) were irritated and kindled againſt thoſe 
Kirkmen, and who roundly t0/d them, they Abomi- 
nated and Deteſted ſuch horrid Impiety,and bare-fac'd 
Hypocriſy ; and treated and reproach'd the Actors, as 
Holy Cheats, and thorough pac'd Tartuft:: Nor 
can it be thought ſtrange, that this ſolemn Inſtance 
of premeditat Villany, under the Mak of Religion, 
"drew the following remarkable Words from a great 


Man * then preſent, adareſſing himſelf to our Aus Sir A. 17 of 


ther, viz. Sir you ſee Presbyterians of all Kinds 
and in all Ages are the ſame. Alluding to ancther 
moſt notorious and wicked Prayer, of the ſame Kid- 
ney with the Synods, which was forerunner to that 
Infamous and bloody Sentence of their Anceſtors, a- 


gainſt King Charles J. 


And now what could Mr. Grame have ſaid for 
himſelf or how would he have juſtify'd his Conduct, 
in not puſhing the Matters he touch d to their due ex - 


tent? I dare not Charge him with pre varicating; a 
miſtaken not ion of Charity and Moderation muſt hawe 
miſled him. And I am perſwaded, that all ſaber 
'Drvines, and other judicious Readers, who take the 
"Pains to peruſe the following Sheets will be ready to 
- pronounce, that bowever the Presbyterians have con- 
' demin d and caſkeer'd our Author, by the Number 
4nd Power of their Votes, out of Prejudice, Vaſjion, 
 Seff- Intereſt, and Groſs Ignorance, 
Baſfled and Triumph'd over them, as well by the ger 
'tleneſs of a Charitable and Pacific Temper, as 47 2 
Force and Evidence of ſound Reaſon. filter 


yet he bath 
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After all, if any Perſim ſhould happen to doubt cf, 
or make any Objection to the Truth of this ſo Un- 
chriſtian a Tryal, and ſo arbitrary a Proſecution | 
for it may be ſuppos'd there will be ſome, who can 
hardly think it credible, that an Affair of this Na- 
ture and Conſequence, ſhould be tranſatied in th * 
very Face of th: Sun, and that in a Country pro- 
feſſing Chriſtianity, and ſo mich Zeal fur the Cauſe 
and Kingdom and Church of Cbriſt. I ſay to ſuch 
Scepticks, I ſhall only in one Word make this con- 
w'ncing Reply, (viz.) That as this Monſtruous Tra- 
gedy was not atted in a Corner, and that the ſam 
laſted for a whole Tear, in different Eccl:ſiaſtical 
Courts, and Places, and by many and tedious Ad- 
Journmen's and References, by which Means, it he- 
came the publick Diſccurſe in Scotland at that Time, 
fo there are many Eye and Ear Witneſſes of it ſtill u 
being, beſides ſeveral Perſons of the beſt Rank ani 
Faſhion; who areready to vindicate the Truth, Exatt- 
neſs, and Faithfulneſs of My. Grame' Papers. Ani 
es @ further Teſtimony of the unqueſt ionable Truth ij 
this very foul Tranſaction, all the Authentick Wri- 
tings relating to, and the whole Proceedings upon thu 
Extraordmary Proceſs, may to this Day be feen ani 
read in the publick Records of the late famous Synud, 
Pro re nata at Coupar in Fife, and in thoſe of tl: 
Commiſſion of the Kirk at Edinburgh. 

And here I may, ex ſuperabundanti, freely ads, 
that the Excellent Caratler our Author bore, th: 
Ereat Reputation and Credit Le ſo juſtly acquir'd wit 

Aer 
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Men of Senſe of all Parties and Perſmaſions in bis 
Country, by his General Knowledge and Conſummate 


Learning, his ſingular Piety end Exemplary Life and 


Converſation, his maddi ctedneſi to Party Quarrels, 
and extenſive Charity, muſt certainly be of great 


wueight and moment in this Point. 


To conclude, as theſe Rare Qualities and Extraor- 


dinary Endowments, fufficientiy, and even without 
any other Proof juſtify and evince the Veracity and 


Faithfulneſs of the Narrative our Author gives of 
bis Tryal, ſo, his being tn the Near 1681, under 
Epiſcopacy, turn d gut of his Living, for refuſing 


tbe Teſt.“ His being twenty Years after that, . see A. 


under Presbytery, depos'd @ ſecond Time, by the 
Provincial Synad .of Coupar, pro re nata, for v4 


Teaching the- unqueſtionable Doctrine, and Pref” a I 
ſong the divine Precepts and Morals of the Goſpel ; 


his firm adherance to the Revolution, and bis being 
ever a public Zealous, and avowed Defender of its 
known Principles: I ſay ſuch ſignal Inſt ances of the 
Perfection of Human Nature, in ſo many different 
Capacities, (which yet cou'd not reſcue our Author, 


from the Fury of his Bigotted Enemies; ſo ſtupid and 
» bardned were they,) muſt prove the ſtrongeſt Argu- 


ments, and tbe moſt potent Incentives to awaken the 
Senſes, and enlighten the Minds of the two cont end- 
ing Parties amongſt us; and will more parti- 
cularly ſerve to put to the Bluſh, and Impoſe an 


eternal Silence on the Tongues and Pens of ſuch of 


the Presbytcrians in Scotland, and Dillenters in 
Eng- 


( xxiv 
England, as are ſtill, or may be adtuated by, and 
poſſeſt with that Spirit of Contention and Perſecu- 
tion, or infected with the Principles and Guilt of the 


Prattices, which ſo viſibly governed thoſe of their 
Society, who were Mr. Grame's Enemies, to their 


great Shame and Confuſion, and to ihe general Di: 
grace of the whole Party- 
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Mr. Jams 8 


Briefly and Plainly Repre- 
ſented in an ADDRESS to the 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Met at Edinburgh, March 1702. 


AY it pleaſe the Supreme Eccleſt- 
aſtical Court 1a this Kingdom, tc 
which I have Appealed, and before 
which | now compear, with all the 

Deterence, Reſpect, and Submiſſion, that are 

due to the Authority they are inveſted with, 

bv the Jaws of the Land; May it pleaſe, I 

A ſf37. 


C. 30, 
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ſay, this Reverend judicatory, to take into 
their ſerious and impartial Conſideration, how 
I have heen treated and ſentenced 3 and to 
vouchſafe me the Favour of paſſing their final 
Verdict, according to the common Rules of 
juſlice and Equity; a thing, 1 preſume, that 
could not reaſonably be denied in the Caſe of 
an infidel. 

This Proceſs was raſhly and unadviſedly 
commenced by the Presbytry, upon the ground- 
leſs Complaints, and reſtleſs Inſtigations of a 
few factious and turbulent Incendiaries in the 
Pariſh. I was, it's confeſs'd, under no Scandal 
for any Vice, or the leaſt Immorality, bleſſed 
be the Divine Goodneſs. I was never fayour'd 
with a previous Admonition from any of my 
Brethren, of whom it might have been expe- 
cted, in common Equity and Chriſtian Charity, 
that they wonld firſt of all have eſſayed to 
Reſture me in the Spirit of Meekneſs, if I was 
overtuken in a Fault; Their own Confeſſion 
makes Admonition the firſt Step for the better 
attaining of the Ends of Church Cenſures. But 
indecd they ſeem to have been ſo prepoſſeſſed, 
aud blinded with Prejudices, that there could 
be no Place for fair and equal Dealing. For 


see the a * LibÞ containing ſeveral groſs Articles, a8 


Appendix 
Sed 1. 
June 26. 
1700, 


the Warrant to cite me bears, was found Re- 
lcvant before I was heard, or ſo much as ſum- 
moned. 


Upon 


. 


Upon my firſt Compearance, l teſtified my July 18. 
paſſionate Deſire to have all Animoſities calmly 
allayed, Differences and Debates amicably ad- 
uſted and accommodated, by pleading for a 
friendly Communing with my Brethren. By 
this means, 1 hoped Prejudices might be taken 


away, and we come to underſtand one another 


better, and the Presbytry be convinced, that 1 
was not ſuch a Monſter as, perhaps, I had been 
repreſented. But this Project proved unſuc- 
ceſsful, tho' a Conference was appointed be- 
tween three of the Brethren and me. Nay, 
indecd, on this Occaſion, jealouſies were heigh- 
ten'd and inflam'd, quite contrary to my moſt 
hearty Wiſhes and utmoſt Efforts. Firſt, the July 25- 
Brethren obſtinatcly refuſed to admit any to be 


Witneſſes of our Conference; then they utter- 


ly declin'd to draw up, and ſign a joint Rela- 
tion of what paſS'd hizc inde, which I offered: 
+ And finally, two of them, without the Con- See App. 
currence of the third, gave in a ſign'd Report Sec. 2. 
to the Presbytry, making a very lame and in- Aug. 7. 
jurious Repreſentation of the Affair, thro? In- 
advertency and Forgetſulneſs, and not out of 
any wicked Deſign, or malicious Intention, as 1 
charitably preſume and believe: And ſo 1 found 
my ſelf obliged to preſent, as I did, * a ſepa- , — Arp 
rate Account of the ſame Conference, which 1 Cet. 3. 
had penn'd immediately aſter our Meeting, 
while things were freſh in my Mind. And hence 

8 it 
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t came to paſs, that falſe Reports were ſpread 
abroad, and invidious Calumnies were Ppropa- 
gated. I was painted out in a moſt hideous 
manner, as a rank Arminian, tho” I had in ex- 
preſs Terms difclaim'd Arminianiſm. 
And here once for all, I ſincerely declare, 
that I have always judg'd it dangerous ro have 
Vide Dr. Mens Perſons in Admiration, fo as to build my 
Sanderſon Raith upon thei ud | Be- 
on «Pet: pon their Judgments, or to pin my 
2. 16. lief upon their Sleeves. That Honour is due 
to no Man, but The Man Chriſt Jeſus; and to 
no Writings, but thoſe of the Old and New 
Teſtament, which are the Oracles of God. This 
take to be a Part of that Libertas Chriſtians 
we have in our Saviour; ſo that I can truly pro- 
teſt, Jam neither Lutheran, Calvimſt, Armi- 
ian, &c. becauſe I do not embrace any Dogma, 
becauſe Luther, Calvin, Arminius, &c. imbra- 
ced it. Nor, on the other Hand, do I reject any 
Doctrine, becauſe they rejected it. As for 
what is called Libertas Philoſophica, it may be 


zuſtly claimed by, and muſt be readily allowed 


to every Man, in the Scrutiny of Truth, and 
Queſt after human Learning. The wifelt, the 
greateſt, the holieſt Man's Authority, is no 
5 {ufficient Proof of what's true or falſe. On 
„ Alz This Account, the ſageſt among the Pagans con. 
an. Far. demncd the Scholars of Pythagoras, for relying 
MAP . 7. on his bare Word as a divine Oracle. That ir 


Hor. one of their Poets, Nullius addictus jurare in 


Ver“ 
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verba magiſtri, is approved as a Maxim; and 
their famous Moraliſt upbraids ſuch as Jurant Seneca. 
in verba, nec quid dicatur eſtiman:, ſed a quo. 
And I ſuppoſe, the moſt judicious and thinking, 
Perſons have ever held, that the Enſlaving of 
our Judgments to the Dictates of Men, and the 
receiving an intire Syſtem of Doctrine by the 
Bulk, and taking up Opinions in the Groſs, as 
they are own'd and profeſſed by any Party or 
Society of Men, without a due Enquiry into 
the Grounds and Reaſons of their Sentiments, 


is a thing not only unmanly and ſervile, but al- 


ſo moſt unſafe, and extreamly prejudicial to 
Truth. 

A little after the Conference, the Affair was Aug. 21; 
referr'd by the Presbytry, for Advice, to the 
Synod, that was to meet at Coupar; and this 
Reference was back'd with a Petition from the 
Elderſhip. This Synod did very frankly and Sept. 14. 
readily expreſs their juſt and kind Inclinations 
towards me, and clearly enough diſcover how 
I was to be handled and trounc'd by them in due 
time. The very next Day after their Meeting, cent. ax; 
(ſo keen and forward was their Zeal) they gave 
their Advice, and paſt an Act founded upon the 
Conſideration of the Reference, and Petition, 

That the Presbytry ſhould give me my Libel, 
{ince they had ſummoned me already, and car- 
ry on the Procels till it be ready for a Sentence; 
and then Tring it before a Committee to meet at 


— 


A 3 Kare 
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Kircaldie, with full Power to paſs judgment on 
the whole Affair. Here the Synod ſeems to 
have proceeded upon very inſufficient Grounds, 
The Elderſnip's Petition ought to have been a 
Reaſon for cenſuring the Authors of it, but 
could never have induc'd prudent and unpre- 
judic'd Men to affront a Brother, by ordering 
him to be judicially proſecuted, for gratifying 
a few ignorant and impudent Calumniators. 
For their Petition expreſly bears, that this 


Pariſh was deſolate, and not under the Inſpe- 


Sept 1699. 


ction of a Goſpel Miniſtry : Which is a dire 
virulent Reflection, not only on me, but by ne- 
ceſlary Conſequence, on whole Proteſtant Chur- 
ches alſo, where Parity among Paſtors doth not 
obtain: And I ſuppoſe, no judicious and ſober 
Presbyterian will preſume to affirm, that the 
Church of England is not under the Inſpection 
of a Goſpel Miniſtry ; or that the Biſhops and 
Conformilts there do not preach the Goſpel, 
becauſe they have not diſcarded the 39 Arti- 
cles, their Liturgy and Catechiſm, for the 
Weſtminſter Confeſſion, Catechiſms and Directo- 
ry, or becauſe they prefer Prelacy to Presby- 
tery. Nor was it a good Reaſon for giving me 
my Libel, that I had been cited; for the Cita- 
tion might have been unjuſt and groundleſs 
And de facto l was formerly cited, when no 
Libel followed, and the Proceſs was let fall. 
But the worſt of all was, that the Synod, in 

Effect, 


OM 
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Effect, held my Libel to be Relevant, before! 
had been heard upon it, or had once ſeen it: 
Otherwiſe, how could they have appointed the 
Presbytry to carry on the Proceſs till it was 
ready for a Sentence. The Presbytry might 
have ſcen Cauſe to throw out the Libel, upon 
my arguing, againſt the Relevancy thercof. 
Matters, I doubt not, have been aggravate.i to 
the Synod, by ſome of the hot and hide-bound 
Brethren. The Conference, forſooth, demon- 
ſtrated me to be groſly Heterodox. I did, 
indeed, commune with my Brethren freely, as 
Friends uſe to do in private, in Compliance 
with their Deſire; and for curing, if poſſible, 
their Suſpicions and ſcalouſies: And I was the 
more inclin'd to uſe a Philoſophical Freedom, 
becanſe I had been aſſured, that what paſs'd in 
the Conference ſnould not be improved to my 
Prejudice. But when the Points, treated in the 
Conference, have been canvaſsd and ſcann'd with 
the utmoſt Niceneſs and Scrupuloſity, 1 am con- 
ſident it will be found, that I have not ad vanc'd 
ſo much as one ſingle Propoſition, which is contra- 
ry to the Rule of Faith, or was ever condemn'd 
by any Reform'd Church, as Heretical, or in the 
leaſt prejudicial to Piety and Virtue. It's like 
indeed, I have not followed ſome Mens Theologi- 
cal Dialect, my Notions and Ideas dificring fr: m 
theirs: And as yet, I have ſeen no Law, or 
Reaſon, binding us all to the ſame preciſe 
A 4 Thoughts 
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Thoughts and Language in all Points. Nor is 


it poſſible, we ſhould all exactly ſo jump and 


agree. However, notwithſtanding our various 
Conceptions and Expreſſions, about abſtruſe 


ſpeculative Points, I doubt not, but Miniſters 
may, and ought to propound, and repreſent 
the great Truths of the Goſpel, and to explain 
and inculcate the uncontroverted Rules of Ho- 
lineſs, without iaterfering with one another, 
or diſturbing the Peace of the Church. 

The Synod's Advice and Order were punqu- 
ally obſerved and executed. The Presbytry, 
at their firſt Meeting, gave me my Libel. The 
Time for producing my Anſwers was prolonged 
upon ſome Neglect, or Miſtake, and a plain 
Falſhood, I complain'd of. And before I gave in 
iy Anſwers, I pleaded, that the particular Acts 
on which the Lihel is pretended to be founded, 
and by which I wasto be tried, might be ſpect- 
fied. And upon the Refuſal of a thing ſo equita- 


: tos App. ble, I * proteſted for Remedy againſt the Presby- 
217. Logan. tr y. The Moderator oppos d a Counter Proteſt, 


in which there's this remarkable Paſlage ; I: :s 
;mpreſtable for Judicatories to determine explicitely 
„ every Caſe, the Minimum quod fic, or the 
loweſt Degree of what Amounts to Cenſurable Scan- 
dal; and the written Word of God, and the Light 
of Nature, are ſufficient to determine in theſe 
Things, as far as is neceſſary, and particularly i; 
the preſent Proceſs. Now if it be not poſſible to 

| deter- 
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determine the loweſt Degree of Cenſurable 
Scandal, then ſure, judicatories cannot (Hoc 
tant um poſſunt, quod Jure poſſunt) Inffict Cenſures 
for the loweſt Degree of Scandal, unleſs they 
reſolve to puniſh they know not what, nor 
why. The written Word of God, (that may 


be well call'd the Chriſtian Pandetts) and the 


Light of Nature, are excellent Rules, by which 
I am moſt willing to be Judg'd. But then, I hope, 
my Judges ought to acquaint ine with the par- 
ticular Laws of the Scripturc, and the Pictates 
of Natural Light, according to which they 
will proceed in the Tryal. If Ihave tranſgreſs'd 
the Rules preſcrib'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
to Evangelick Paſtors, in ſuch a Degree as de- 
ſerves Eccleſiaſticx Cenſures, more than the 


- Brethren themſelves, it will be juſt to particu- 


larize theſe Rules. Or if Ihave not ſhap'd my 
Conduct, according to the Dictates of Natural 


Reaſon, ſuch as the Precepta Juris, mention'd 


in the luſtitutions of the Emperor Juſtinian, 
have ſte vivere, alterum non ledere, ſuum cuique 
tribuere, there's all the reaſon in the World to 
treat me, with the utmoſt Rigour. On the other 
hand, if the Brethren have ſhrouded themſelves 
under fair Generals only (as indeed they did, 
thro* the whole Proceſs, as to this Point) how 


can their Conduct towards me, be Juſtified ? 


I know ſome young Men (ſuch were the 
Majority of my Judges) gave out, that they 
would 


Lib. I. 


Grot. de 


Fur. Bell. 


& Pac. 
Lib. 12. 
cap. 23. 


C407. 


would Vote in my Affair, according to their 


Conſciences. And ſurely they were in the 


Right, if what they ſaid was rightly under- 
ſtood. For certainly Conſcience is every Man“ 
immediate Guide; and to act without, or 
againſt its Verdict, is plainly Brutiſh. It was 
excellently ſaid by a great Man, Vim Judicatri- 
cem humanis Actionibus Ducem Deus Aldidit, qu, 
cont empt a Obruteſcit Animus. But withal it's to 
be conſider'd, that as every Man 1s to be guided 
by his Conſcience, ſo this is to be directed by 
ſome Rule of Natural Light or Divine Reve- 
lation, or Human Law; according to the 
Nature and Variety of Caſes that come to he 
examined or decided. So that to judge or 
Vote according to Conſcience, neceſſarily im- 
plies or ſuppoſes, ſome Rule, or Law, by which 


the Mind is Inform'd and Govern'd. Other- 


wiſe the Sacred and Venerable Name of Con- 
ſcience, which has been ſo ſcandalouſly Abuſed 
and Proſtituted, proves to be nothing, but mere 
Will, Humour, Paſſion, Intcreſt, Cc. And 
it is moſt certain, that the moſt notorious Att: 
of Injuſtice, and the moſt barbarous and exe- 
crable Villanies have been perpetrated by the 
Impulſe and Tyranny of Miſguided Conſciences 

And now I think it may be Freely and Truly 
faid, that the Brethren's having Inſiſted only 
on Scripture, the Light of Nature, and Con- 
ſcience in general, in the preſent Proceſs ; but 


never 
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never Specifying any particular Dictzate, Law, 
or Canon, by which I was, or conld be found 
Guilty, Amounts to thus much : That they 
thought with themſelves, The Incumbent at Dum- 
fermline, (for thus they were pleasd to Stile 
me) who is not on our Side, and profeſſes to 
be of no Party, muſt by any means be turn'd 
out, plead what, and how he will, in point of 
Law, Reaſon, and Equi y. If this be reckon'd 
my Crime, (I protelt lincerely, I know as yet 


no other, for which I have been ſo reſtleſly 


purſued) I do ſolemnly avow, I account it a 
Thing Creditable, and a Degree of Happineſs, 
that, tho? I heartily embrace and own the Do- 
ctrine of the Reform'd Church, yet I neither 
have, nor will Engage my ſelf for or againſt 
either of the conteſting Parties amongſt us ; 
but hold my ſelf bound in Conſcience to Con- 
tribute what lies in me, towards a Ceſſtion of 
Parties, in order to the True Intereſt of the 
Church, and the Welfare of my Country. 
This may be thought a perillous Profeſſion; 


That J can't help. It ſeems to me, in this jun- 


cture, Caſs Confeſſions. 
Under the Proteſtation mention'd above, 


* produc'd my Anſwers to the Libel, late 285 i 
at Night; next Morning they were read be- Appendix 


tore the Presbytry: And then the Moderator, 1 
to Signalize his Subtlety and Acumen, or, per- 
h1ps, to teſti fie his Zeal for Truth, againſt one 

he 


= — 
ow 2 — 
. — = 


— 


— —— — — 
— —— — 
— — — — - 
— — - 
BY —O _— ͤU— — . — 


9 


q 
I! 
ir 
| 


—— — 


612) 


he dream'd to be its Enemy, fell a Wrangling 
about this Paſſage in my Paper, That there's a 
Promiſe of Succeſs to our Endeavours, plainly taught 
and frequently inculcated in the Scriptures. But 
my Reverend Brother was not aware, that he 
quarrell'd rather with the holy Spirit, than with 
me ; it being Clear and Certain, that God's 
Promiſes afford good Reaſon and great Encou. 
ragement to wicked Perſons, for renouncin? 
their Sins, and reforming their Lives. And 
whoever has the Confidence to aſſert the con- 
trary, may well adventure to braze out any 
thing, tho? never ſo palpably oppoſite to the 
Nature and Deſign of the Goſpel. At laſt the 
whole Affair was referr'd, by Virtue of the 
Synodical Act, to a Committee at Kircaldy, ve- 
fore which I was Cited, apud acta, to Compear, 
This Committee did nothing as to the mai: 
Buſineſs, leaving the Matter entire and undc- 
cided to the ordinary Synod that was to mec: 
at Dumfermline. But in the mean time, they 
ſufficiently bewray'd, how forcibly they were 
ſwayed by Prejudices againſt me, as appear 
by the ſeveral Steps of their Illegal, Arbitrary, 
aud Imprudent Conduct. The only Thing tha: 
fell, according to due Forms, under thci: 
Conſideration, was the Libel and my Anſwers. 
But they muit not be Limited, no not by Rea- 
fon, or Equity itſelf. They wou'd and did ac: 
as they Uſted, or according to what ſeemec 
RCA 
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„ 00d in their own Eyes: They pick'd out of 
bt my Papers, here and there, what they thought 
Mm fitteſt for their Deſign, blending and confonn- 
he ding together my Anſwers to the Libel, with 
th the Account of the Conference, which was 
Is quite Foreign to the Proceſs. For 'tis plain, 
mw. beyond all Contradiction, That the Libel being 
nz Poſterior to the Conference, I was bound only 
ne to Anſwer what's Objected in that, without any 
1n. Regard to what might be wreſted from this. 
ny But in Effect the Committee Erected as *twerc a 
the Tribunal of Inquiſition, and Studied to Entangle 
the and Torture me with Query upon Query, ut- 
the terly Alien from the Bulineſs ; Affecting and 
be. Attempting, as it ſeem'd, to diſcloſe and pry 
xr, Into the inmoſt Receſſes of my Mind, in a moſt 
an Tyrannical manner, that fo they might deſcry 
dc. thoſe Errors in my ſecret Sentiments, which 
ce: could not be found in the Faith I profeſsd, and 
the Doctrine I taught: And becauſe I declin'd 


he | 

8 to Anſwer what they had no Authority nor 

ar: Reaſon to Ask, Outcries were rais'd, and I was 

ry traduced and defamed up and down, far and 
} 


hz near, as a Man of unſound Principles, and a 
Corrupter of the Chriſtian Religion. Where- 


24 fore that I might Shame and Silence thoſe 

. groundleſs and uncharitable Clamours, | If See the 

46 condeſcended to declare my Judgment, in the 1 
moſt Material Points, Relating to the Queries, 


tho*I was not oblig'd to regard ſuch Imperti- 
nencies, 
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nencies. And then, the General Aſſembly be. 
ing to meet preciſely within a Month after the 
Committee, would not one have thought that 
common Prudence ſhould have inclin'd the Bre- 
thren, who were Inveſted with ſo ample z 
Power, to refer the whole Proceſs, which the» 
acknowledged to be of great linport, to the 
Supreme Eccleſiaſtick Court; and by this 
means to rid themſelves, and the Synod their 
Conſtituents, of the Burthen and Odium of 8 
Intricate and Invidious an Affair. They did 
not queſtion, I ſuppoſe, but the Aſlemhly' 


Zeal would be as Intenſe for the Good of the 


Church, as the Committee's was: And they 


will Confeſs, Iam ſire, that the Aſſembly maſt 


needs have more Wiſdom to Govern their Zeal. 
But ſince the Committee had got me hard and 
faſt in their Clutches, they reſolv'd not to quit 
their hold. And it ſeems to have been Con- 
cluded, That the Pleaſure and Honour of 
Trampling upon, and Triumphing over ſo 
obſtinate an Incumbent, muſt be reſer v'd and ſe- 
cur'd for the Clergy of Fife. Egregi um vert 

Laudem, &e. | 
I compear'd before the Synod at Dumfern- 
line, having been Cited, apud Acta, for tha! 
Effect, by the late Committee. It was not 
thought fit, at this Time, to venture upon 
final Decifion of the Proceſs, which the Bre- 
thren found to be Intricate, and they had not 
Leiſure 
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Leifure thoroughly to diſcuſs ; and ſo the whole 
Affair was referred to a Synod, pro re nata, ap- 
pointed to meet at Conpar. Mean while, the 
Synod here diſcovered, that they were no leſs 
prepoſſeſs'd and byaſsd againſt whatſoever 
could he pleaded or deſired on my behalf; 
nay, and againſt Reaſon and the Common Forms 
of Equity, than the late Committee. The 
Gentry of the Pariſh deſir'd a Sight of the Pro- 
ceſs, only for a few hours, and Engag'd to re- 
turn all the Papers that very day. This was 
peremptorily refuſed upon frivolous Pretences; 
and hereupon one of the Gentlemen took In- 
ſtruments. I pleaded once and again, that the 
Sy nod might declare they intended to proceed 
only upon the Libel, and my Anſwers, nor 
could this be obtain'd, tho' Juſtice and the Na- 
ture of the Thing oblig'd to it. And fol was 
Conſtrain'd to Proteſt (as I did in very reſpect- 
ful Terms) and take Inſtruments. Then I re- 


queſted, that the Authors of the Reflections on 


my Miniſtry, might be Cenſur'd, and ſo groſs 
and ſcandalous Aſper ſions might be Condemn'd : 
And further, I demanded, that the Synod might 
declare, it was not their Deſign, by calling me 
Incumbent, to deny or Queſtion my being Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel to this Pariſh. But they ne- 
ver vouchſafed to take any Notice of ſuch rea- 
ſonable Requeſts. I ſuggeſted very Calmily, 
That, ſince the Proceſs was difficult and per- 

plexed, 
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plexed, it would be fit to conſult the Coy. 
miſſion of the Kirk. To this it was Anſwer, 
Sawcily cnough, that they wou'd do as they 
judp'd Expedient. The Gentry and I joint]; 
crav'd, that the Extraordinary Synod might 
be appointed on a more convenient Day, Jun 
being a time of Buſineſs, (I was Cited apud Az 
to Compear the third Tueſday thereof) which 
might call both themſelves and me to Edinburg), 
But the Brethren were Inflexible as to the ſo 
Dyet. After all, the Gentry ſollicited, tha! 
the Place of Meeting might be Kircaldie, for 
their greater Eaſe and Conveniency : But 
they quickly learn'd, that the Place was as un- 
movably fix'd, as the Time: So Abſolutely and 
Deſpotically did the Brethren Decree the Minuteſ 
Circumſtances, Andis this indeed, the Gentle, 
Compliant, Debonair , and Condeſcendin: 
Temper, preſcrib'd by the Laws, and recom 
mended by the Life of our Bleſſed Maſter 
Will not ſuch a Stern, Inſolent and Superciliou; 
way of Treating Gentlemen, afford ſome Co- 
lour to the Enemies of our Function, for up. 
braiding Miniſters, as not believing what ther 
themſelves Preach, and therefore unworthy te 
be believ'd by others ? | 


After 1 had been bandy'd about like a Tennis | 


Ball, 1 Arriv'd at Coupar, and Compear'd befor: 
the Synod there, which did me all the Kindneh 
I expected ; I mean, favour'd and honour'd me 

wit! 
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with a Writ of Eaſe, and ſolemnly Caſhier's 
me, after I had ſery'd faithfully, according to 
my little Skill and poor Ability, one and 
thirty Years under the Banner of the Captain of 
our Salvation, the High-Prieſt of our Profeſſion, 
and the Biſhop of our Souls. It will be yery hard in 
a few Words to repreſent the Meaſures this 
Synod took, and the Method they followed, 
for effecting and compaſling their Deſigns. 
The Extract of their Minutes fills about three 
Sheets. However, I ſhall Eſſay to give the 
Aſſembly a Sample of their Proceedings, in 
ſome of the moſt Momentous Points of the 
Proceſs. Now in general, I may truly, and 
dare confidently averr, that they govern'd 
themſelves by no Forms, by no Rule, by no 
Law, by no Canon, by no Dictate of Right 
Reaſon and good Senſe. They never once 
vouch'd divine or human Authority, for juſtify- 
ing their Actings and Determinations. Their 
own Mind or Opinion, their mere good Plea- 
ſure, or unaccountable Will, were to them the 
only Standard ' of Truth and Falſhood, of 
Right and Wrong. 

The Gentry, and other Pariſhionersof mine, 
pleaded, that three Miniſters of the Presbytry, 
might not fit as Judges in my Affair, becauſe 
they were Guilty of partial Dealing, having, 
before any Proceſs was rais'd, conſulted with, 


and advis'd the Accuſers to purſue me. Upon 


B Debate. 
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Debate in the Sy nod, the Point was Stated thus, 
whether ſuppoſing the Truth of the Allegatien 
againſt the three Miniſters, they ſhou'd be 
ſuſtain'd as Judges ? It paſt unanimoully, that 
they ſhould, and accordingly they fate as 
Judges. 

At the firſt Sederunt, a Commitivs was cho- 
ſen to review my Affair, and to make a Re- 
port: After the Report was given in to the 
Synod, the Gentry and I pleaded that it might 
be imparted to us. This cann't but ſeem very 
reaſonable, fince we were allowed to be heard, 
and to reaſon upon the ſeveral Heads of the 
Proceſs, as the Moderator in open Synod told 
us; and certainly it would have been of great 
Ute, to know the Committee's Judgment, to- 
gether with the Reaſons and Grounds thereof. 
By this means, perhaps, I might have been ena- 
bled to give the Synod, ample and full Satis. 
faction ; whereas, whilſt the Cauſes of their 
Diſſatis faction were conceal'd, it was impoſlible 
for mc, or any mortal, to remove them. [ 
cann't think my Brethren will venture to ſay, 
(whatever others may) that for this very End, 
the Report was kept ſecret, that J might be in- 
capable to rectiſie Miſtakes, or to clear Dith- 
culties. For this were certainly a molt high 
Degree of Spite, Rancour, Malice and Inju- 
ſtice. Beſides, ſince the Report was to be once 


communicated to me, what reaſonable pretence 
could 
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could there be, for with-holding it, in the 
molt proper and ſeaſonable juncture? How- 
ever it was peremptorily and obſtinately re- 
It fus'd: And ſure, if our Requeſt was juſt and 
s reaſonable, it was unjuſtly and unreaſonably de- 
ny d. This Repulle did fo irritate the Gentry, The Gentry 


of that they preſently took ſuch a Courſe, as per- ” ap ab og 
- haps, otherwiſe they would not have done. mens. 
Ie There was another diſobliging Circumſtance 


ht in the Synod's Conduct, as to this Point: For 
1 before they conſider'd the Gentry's Requeſt and 
d, mine, they proceeded to a Vote, Whether the 
ne Excerpts made by the Committee, be Fuſt : (So it's 
Id in the Minutes. p. 4.) and their Judgment con- 
al cerning the ſeveral Articles be true and right ? 
o- And it paſt unanimouſly in the Affirmative. 
f. Now this Procedure ſeems to be no leſs wicked 
a- and inconſiderate in itſelf, than it was provo- 
s- King and Inſolent, with reſpect to the Gentry. 
Ir For the Synod did implicitely and blindly ap- 
le prove the Report, both as to Matters of Fact, 

| and of Right, without Collationing my Papers 
y, and it together, and without a due Enquiry in- 
4, to the Reaſons (if there were any) of the 
n- Committee's Judgment : So that the only Rea- 
1- fon of the Synod*s unanimous Approbation, was 
h their Brethrens ſimple Authority: That is, 
u- the Synod, Nemine Contradicente, approv'd the 
cc Committee's Report, becauſe it was their Re- 
ce B 2 | Dort; 
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port; and this, 1 apprehend, will be deem'd 
ſorry Logick, and worſe Divinty. 

Next, I intreated the Synod to ſpecify the 
Acts of this, or any other Church, by which 
I was to be Try'd. The Synod voted, that my 
Requeſt ſhou'd be deny'd : Only the Moderator 
told me, That they would build their Sentency 


on ſuch Grounds as they ſhould Anſwer fo 


to their Superiors. And what was this, but 
gravely to ſay nothing, or, at leaſt, nothing 
to the purpoſe : For I claim'd, (as I had reaſon, 
according to the uſual Forms) to be inform!' 
what Laws, Acts, or Canons, I had violated; 
and to be heard what Defences 1 could make. 
It was none of my Concern, how the Synod 
might clear themſelves to the Aſſembly ; { 
that here a Sham was put upon me, by a ver; 
trifling and impertinent Shift. 
. Another .Demand of mine was, that th: 
vile Aſperfions caſt upon me (by Petitions, fir! 
to the Synod at Conpar 1700, and to the Presby: 
try here, ſhortly after) as not being a Goſpe 
Miniſter, might be conſider'd, and the Synot 
paſs their Verdict; nor cou'd this be obtain 
by any means: They reſolv'd to go on in th: 
Proceſs, before they enter'd upon this Point 
But this was not all, nor the Worſt : Wher 
afterwards, I again inſiſted, that it might 2 
leaſt be declar'd, they wou'd Examine the Re. 
flections on my Miniſtry, before they came to 
a fina 
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a final Sentence, the Matter was put to the 
Vote, whether it ſhould be ſo declar'd ? And 
it paſs'd in the Negative. One would think 
that a little common Senſe, or the leaſt Tincture 
of Honeſty, might have kept Men from ventu- 
ring to expoſe themſelves in ſuch a Manner: 
And I am apt to believe, that all learned, ſober 
and pious Divines, will be amaz'd at what looks 
very like a phrentick Piece of Bigotry. 

I need not mention, what I had infinuated in 


| my Addreſs to the Synod, with all juſt Reſpect- 
and becoming Modeſty, viz. 


That the Com- 
miſſion of the Kirk, might be conſulted, or the 
whole Affair referr'd to the General Aſſembly. 
This my Deſire was not the leaſt regarded : 
Our Synod was wiſe and able enough, to ma- 
nage ali things without the Aſſiſtance, or Ad- 
vice, of the Graveſt and moſt * of 
their Brethren. 

And here I muſt not omit, haw the Synod 
condeſcended to acquaint me with what Articles 
they were difſatisfy'd (as indeed they were 
with cycry thing I had ſaid, did, or cou'd ſay, 
or was ſaid on my behalf) And allow me to 
Anſwer preſently and poſitively, (as the Minutes 
bear, pag. 6.) what I had to add for the Synod's 
further Satisfaction. This had indeed been a 


Fayour, if they had likewiſe been pleas'd to in- 
form me, upon what Grounds they were diſſatis- 
fy'd: but ſimply to tell me they were diſpleas'd, 
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without any Account, why they were ſo, loox'd 
rather like a Snare than a Kindneſs. Of this 
| was very ſenſible, but ſaw no Remedy. lt 
was plain enough, that 1 could never ſatisfy 
them, while I knew not the Ground of their 
Diſlatisfa&tion - If they were juſtly diſſatisfy'd, 
ſurely they could tell why. And if they could 
tell, and were willing to be ſatisfy'd, the; 
would certainly have told, why they were not 
ſatisfy'd. But I found it needleſs to reaſon, 
where the Will, and not the Underſtanding, 
was Dominant : So that I was unavoidably en- 
gag'd to Compear once more before a Court of 
Inquiſition, as formerly I had done, before the 
Committees of Kircaldie, Presbytry, and Syncd 
of Dumfermline, and of this very Synod. And 
if ſuch a Compariſon be not oftenſive, let me 
ſay, I muft be again Catechiz d. The Modera- 
tor, who was to be Catechiit, appearing to be 
Grave, Calm, and Diſcreet, tho' but a young 
Man, I did the more willingly undergo thi: 
Piece of Drudgery. 

| was pos'd upon a great many Points. But 
I ſhall content my ſelf to give this Reverend 
Judicatory an Abſtract of my Anſwers with 
reſpect to the Lihcl. 

1. I was charg'd with Contempt of Authority, in 
Communicating with my Collegue after he was De- 
pos d. I did, and do utterly diſclaim all Con- 


tempt of Authority, Civil or Eccleſiaſtick; 
and 


and 


41 


and Contempt being an Act of the Mind, 1 
dan never in this Cafe be found guilty of Con- 


tempt, while I ſincerely didvow it, (as in- 
deed I dg) unleſs there be ſome expreſs Ca- 
non, declaring ſuch an Overt-Act to be Con- 
tempt ; and it be likewiſe prov'd, that I knew, 
or was oblig'd to know, that there was ſuch a 
Canon, with Certification. 

None of the Brethren ever warn'd me of, or 
offer'd once to Challenge me for ſuch a Miſcar- 
riage. And with me it has always bcen a 
fix'd Principle, Ordo eft rerum Anima: And I 
haye always judg'd it more Eligible, patiently 
to ſuffer, than to Violate the Order, or diſturb 
the Peace, either of Church or State, 

2. Supine Negligence was objectcd, in that for 
four Years, or thereabout, I had not publickly 
Catechiz'd. As to this, the Synod, in Effect 
aſſoil'd me, foraſmuch as they found me only 
Guilty (and that too, againſt all Reaſon and 
Equity, as I have demonſtrated in ſeveral Pa- 
pers) of Culpable Negligence. And I preſume, 
I cann't be Condemn'd for what's not in the Li- 
bel : Bur if they will make this the Ground of 
the Sentence, then I am ſure they condemn 
themſelves, and all the Miniſters in the World, 
there not being one ſingle Man, who can, or 
will offer to clear bimſelf of all Culpable Negli- 
gence in the Diſcharge of any Part of the Paſto. 
ral Office, 
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3- I was charg'd as « Man of unſound Principles: 
And to make this out, ſix Inſtances were ad. 
duc'd: 1ft, I refus'd to ſign the Confeſſion of 
Faith, when conveen'd before the Presbytry. 
So then I am here only challeng'd for not Sub- 
ſcribing, when I was proſecuted before the 
Presbytry, which happen d in the Year 1690, 
and am accountable for nothing elſe by the 
Libel as to this Point. Now it's inconteſtably 
Evident, that my refuſing then to Subſcribe, 
neither was, nor cou'd be any Proof of my Un- 
ſoundneſs, there being no Law at that time, 
obliging any Miniſter to Subſcribe. What haz 
been Enacted fince, is quite Foreign to the 
Libel, and therefore altogether Impertinent. 

4. adh, Itax'd an Engliſh Predbyterian Divint, 
for. maintaining, that a Man in the State of Nu. 
ture, could do nothing that was good, &c. Thi 
Article is ſo fully clear'd, that the Synod 
thought fit to wave it, tho? ſome of the Bre. 
thren firſt and laſt, wrangl'd too, too much - 
bout Points relating to it, which ſurpaſs th: 
Reach of all Mortals. In one Word, while | 
aſſert tbe Neceſſity and Efficacy of Medicine 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 1 do, and 
have always done, I preſume no ſober intelligent 
Divine will Cenſure mc for Heterodoxy on thi 
Head. 

5. 3dly, 1 accus d all that Separated from mi 
and others of the Prelatick Communion, of tht 
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Jeandalous Sin of Schiſm, and that upon the 


Grounds adduc'd in the Seaſonable Admonition. 
The Synod found themſelves obliged to reſtrict 
this Inſtance to the Presbyterians in my Pariſh, 
whom indeed I not only accus'd, but prov'd to 
be guilty of Schiſm, if the Commiſſion's Argu- 
ments be ſolid, as I think they are. But ſup- 
poſe I had exceeded due Bounds in charging my 
Presbyterian Pariſhioners with Schiſm, out of a 
hearty Concernedneſs for Order, Peace, and 
Unity, I would gladly know by what Law of 
Chriſt, or Canon of the Church, ſuch a well- 
meant Act of mine deſerved Depoſition, or any 


Cenſure at all. See an Alt of the Aſſembly 1647. 
againft ſuch as withdraw from the publick Worſhip Sell. 19. 


in their own Congregation. 

6. 4thly, 7 reflefted on the Covenant, &c. So the 
Synod conſtructed this, an Inſtance of Unſound- 
neſs, and aggravated the Matter beyond all 
Meaſure ; whereas truly there's no ſuch thing 
objected in the Libel. The Accuſers do indeed 
challenge me for ſome Paſſages 1 cited out of a 
Pamphlet intitled, Scotland's Preſent Duty, and 
for contradicting the Author in one Point. Now 
what I cited and approved, is, and mult be 
confeſſed inoffenſive and unexceptionable. And 
as to my differing from that Author, and ven- 
turing to contradict him; 1 hope it is not a ve- 
ry criminal Piece of Preſumption, ſince he doth 
not pretend to be infallible. And I am apt to 
| | think 
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think he will eaſily pardon me, if Reaſon be on 
my Side, in affirming, That Entering into Covenant 


is not the higheſt Piece of Reformation, but 
only a Step, or introductory to it. What can 


be more clear and unqueſtionable, than that 


Engaging, Promiſing, V owing, Covenanting, | 


in the moſt ſolemn and ſacred Manner, is not 
actual Performance? And now, to ſhut up this 


Point, I declare, it was no Part of my Deſign, 


on the Faſt Day, to rip up, or meddle with the 
Tranſactions of the late Times: My Bulineſs 
was to convince my Hearers of their Diſloyalty 
and Unfaithfulneſs to our God and Saviour, and 
to recommend and preſs Repentance, and 
Amendment of Life and Manners. 


7. 5thly, Taſſerted, that Chriſt dyed for all and every | 


one of my Hearers, and that the Reaſon why they 
are not all ſaved, is becauſe ſome do do not fulfil 
the Condition. I did indeed apply to my Hear- 
ers what St. Paul ſaid to the Corinthians, Ye are 
bought with a Price, &c. And who can, or dare 
point out that Perſon in any Congregation, to 
whom a Miniſter is not warranted and obliged 
to ſay, Thou art bought with 4 Price? May, 
nay, muſt not Miniſters from the univerſal Pro- 
poſitions of the Goſpel, infer the Truth of par- 
ticular ones ? Is it not as clear as the Sun at 
Noon Day, that the Reaſon why ſo many Pro. 
feſſors of Chriſtianity periſh,. is, becauſe they 
do not believe and obey our Saviour? Have | 

taught 
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taughtany thing but what has been the common 
y received Doctrine in all Ages, and is to this Day 
the Belief ofthe moſt famous reformed Churches; 
as of the Engliſh, &c. I ai truly ſorry, that our 
Provincial Synod has ſo much expos'd it ſelf to 
Scorn and Contempt for their Ignorance or Ar- 
rogance,if they have condemned me for ſuch an 
A ticle, as no Man was ever condemned for (to 
the beſt of my Knowledge) by any other Church, 
from the Birth of Chriſt, to this Day. But it's 
hop'd the Aſſembly will wipe off the Aſperſion, 
and vindicate the Credit of their Society. 

8. 6thly, I made the Down-crying of Forms the Cauſe 
that Family Worſhip is ſo much out of Uſe. I need 
to ſay nothing on this Article, the Synod hav- 
ing acquieſc'd, as I take it, in what 1 repreſen- 
ted. Only I muſt ſay, it ſeems ſtrange, that 
the Brethren ſuffered this Article to ſtand in 
the Libel, ſince what 1 taught, amounts, in Ef- 
fect, to no more than what's allowed by an 
Aſſembly in their Directions for ſecret and pri- 
vate Worſhip. 16.47. Seſſ. 19. Sect. 3. 

Thus I have abridg'd what's more amply de- 
duc'd and confirmd in other Papers: And 
when I reflected upon the whole Affair, I call'd 
to Mind what's obſerved by judicious Hiſtori- 
ans and Politicians, who tell us, That, in the 
Conſultations and Tranſactions of Princes and 
States, there is often a vaſt Difference between 
the Real and Pretended Cauſe of their Enterpri- 
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ſes and Actions. The Latter is called res pas, 

and the former anz. If it be true, and may 
be ſaid, that Churchmen have their own Politicks 
too, tis more than probable, that the Libe! 
was only a fair and plauſible Pretence, for 
proceeding fo rigorouſly againſt me; but that, 
in Effect, there was ſomewhat elſe at the Bot” 


tom (for plain Shame, not to be own'd) which, 
like the hidden Spring, did ſet the whole Wheels 
agoing. And whoever will heedfully trace the 
ſeveral Steps of this Proceſs, and duly weigh 
the obvious Circumſtances of the whole Tran- | 
ſation, they can hardly fail to he convinc'd, | 


that it was not Conſcience, but Convenience, Or a 

miſtaken Intereſt, which did caſt the Ballance. 
But now I haſten to one of the moſt odd un- 

accountable Paſſages in the whole Proceſs; | 


mean the Form and Tenor of the Sentence, in 


its firſt Edition, and the patching up of quite 
another in the ſecond, after I was Civilly, or 
rather Eccleſiaſticali Gad. Only in my Way 

I uſt take Notice, that my Addreſs to the 
Synod had an Influence in procuring the Sen- 
rence againſt me. It's expreſsly noted in the 
Minutes (Pag. 9.) That among the whole 
Heads and Articles which the Synod conſider'd 
a little before the final Deciſion, my late H- 
velti ve Addreſs is reckon'd. It cannot but ſeem 
very hard and ſtrange to call my Paper Ive- 
dive Eviich contains nothing, 1 think, but the 


Words 
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Words of Truth and Soberneſs) without ever ſig- 
nifying what had offended the Brethrens Ten- 
der and Delicate Ears. And this is yet the 
more ſurpriſing, that the Committee's Remarks 
upon my Addreſs, were read before the Sy- 
nod (ſo the Minutes bear Pag. 4.) tho' they are 
not ſet down in the Extract I got of them. 
What a bizarre and Tapricious Conduct is this! 
But it's aſtoniſhing beyond Meaſure, that the 
Addreſs ſhould have in the leaſt mov'd the Sy- 
nod to cenſure me, before I knew where the 
Crime or Fault lay. I might have foften'd 
and extenuated the Matter; or, I might have 
retracted what thro” Miſtake had eſcap'd me. 
And truly, the very laſt Words of my Addreſs 
might have ſufficiently allayed the Brethrens 
Ardour, if 1 had provok'd them. For thus I 
beſpeak the Synod , I there be any thing ſaid 
thro* Inadvertency, or any other human Frailty, 
that wiolates Truth, Juſtice, Charity, Humility, 
and may be juſtly offenſive to any ſingle Member of 
the Meeting, or to any pious, well-diſpoſed Soul, | 
wiſh it unſaid as flatly contrary to my Intentions, and 
do under my Hand revoke it. 

I return to the Sentence upon this Vote, 
Suſpend or Depoſe. The Roll was called, and 
It carried Depoſe. And therefore the Synod does 
hereby ſimpliciter Depoſe the ſaid Mr. James 
Grame, from all Exerciſe of the Miniſterial Office 
in the Pariſh of Dumfermline, or elſewhere ; and 

that 
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that beeanſe of the dangerous Errors and other Miſ- 
carriages they have found in his Miniſterial FuntTion. 
Is there not here a very compleat Sentence? 
We have the folemn and weighty Cenſure of 


Depoſition, the higheſt that the Church inflict; | 
on ſcandalous Miniſters, and the Grounds of 


the Cenſure, Dangerous Errors, and other Aliſ- 
carriages, But ſo far as I know, there was no 
Error prov'd againſt me; nay, in Effect, it was 
never once attempted. For I think the Bre- 
thren will not ſay, that 1 was convicted to havg 


ſwerv'd from the Word of God, which is the 
Rule of Faith, in any Doctrine or Opinion of 


mine. And l am ſure, that according to the 
Proteſtant Priaciples, no Man can be condem- 


ned for Heterodoxy, who holds all neceſſary 
Truths (as he certainly does that believes thc 


Bible) and contradicts none of them by any par- 
ticular Notion or Dogma which he owns and 
profeſſes. And I am farther ſure, that no ſuch 
thing was, or can be made out againſt me, Or 
if it cowd, I wou'd forthwith renounce what 
had hcen ſhewed inconſiſtent with Scripture, 
and imbrace the contrary Tenet. How then 
were my Errors found ? Till I be better infor- 
med, all the Account I can give, is, that the 
Synod was pleaſed to judge my Doctrine and 
Sentiments to be erroneoms; whether the Proof 
be good and ſufficient, let others determine. 
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But let it be ſuppoſed, that I entertain Er- 
rors (what Mortal is free of them?) yet how 
doth it appear, that my Errors are dangerous, 
cither to my ſelf or others? Sure all Errors are 
not ſo, otherwiſe allour Miniſters, and all Men 
muſt be guilty, in Matters of Belief or Gpi- 
nion, as the Synod pronounc'd me: Or how 
come my Errors to be Dangerous, while my 
Brethrens are harmleſs? And farther, I would 
know my Errors particularly: Are they 
Gnoſticiſm, Chiliaſm, Montaniſm, Sabellianiſm, 
Hanicheiſm, Arianiſm, Photinianiſm, Pelagianiſm, 
Neſtorianiſm, Eutichianiſm, & c.? Or, to come 
lower, Are they Socinianiſm, Arminianiſm, 


« Quakeriſm, Latitudinarianiſm, & c.? Are theſe 


the Errors found in my Miniſterial Oſſice, or 
in me the Miniſter, which is the ſame thing ? 
And for Miſcarriages, I think it ſhould have 
been expreſsd, of what Species they are, and 
againſt what Law or Canon. I verily believe 
my Brethren have not ſo great a Conceit of 


themſelves, as to plead Not Guilty, or to pre- 


tend an Exemption from Miſcarriages. In ma- 
ny things we offend all. But perhaps my Miſcar- 
riages are of the firſt Magnitude, or of an ex- 
traordinary Size ; ſuch as Blaſphemy, Sorcery, or 
Witchcraft, Sacrilege, Perjury, Rapine, Extortion, 
Raiſung of a Fortune by Cheating and Over-reach- 


ing thoſe I have any Dealing with, Grinding the 


Faces of the poor, With-holding from them due Re- 
lief, 
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lief, frequent Non - Reſidence, Trampling upon A. 8 


thority, ſupine Negligence, &c. All theſe and ma- 
ny more ſuch like Tranſgreſſions, are compre- 
hended under the common Idea of Miſcarriage: 


And now 1 declare ingenuouſly, I know not 
what to make of the Grounds of the Sentence, 
unleſs it be to this Effect: That I was moſt ) 


certainly and ſolemnly depoſed, but neither 
then ſaw, nor yet ſee, why? becauſe the Court 


conld not, or would not tell. IF ſuch a Sen- 
tence be valid againſt me, I may boldly ventur, 
to ſay, There's not an Epiſcopal Divine in Ex-. 


Lind, or any other Reformed Church, whon 
aur Synod would not have Depos'd (had it beer 
in their Power) for dangerous Errors, and oth» 


Miſcarriages. 


That I have alleged the exact Tenor of thi, 


Sentence, is evident from the Minutes (Pag. 10 
ſigned by the Clerk. It paſt Sy nodically, an- 
was pronounced in open Court. Upon it, 
one of the Accuſers, William Robertſon, a Ma: 
well known, took Inſtruments in Name of th: 
Elderſhip, and [ appealed from it, and diQate! 
my Appeal, which the Clerk hath faithfully re- 
corded. And about ten Days after, I drew u 
additional Reaſons of my Appeal from thz 
very Sentence, which I diſpatch'd to the Mode 
rator and Clerk, eight Days before I ſaw the 
Minutes. This is the plain Res Geſta, thi 
can't be denied. Now the Minutes are eithe! 
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94 s falſified, or they are not. If they are, then 
here is nothing but downright Knavery, Cheat, 


and impoſture; which I hope the Synod as 
much abhorreth, as I do to lay it to their 
Charge. If they are not, what I have menti- 
oned is the undovbted Form of the Sentence, 
that was judicially pronounced againſt me ; 
which, I ſuppoſe, muſt be held void and null, 
according to all Law, right Reaſon, and good 
Senſe. . 

It's true, on the 7th of Auguſt, about ſeven 
Weeks after, I was depoſed, I received an Ex- 
tract of a quite different Synodical Sentence, 
ſign'd likewiſe by their Clerk, of the ſame Day, 
Place, and Time with the former Sentence. 
How to reconcile ſach apparent Inconſiſtencies, 
ſurpaſſes my Skill. Nor will it ſalve the Mat- 
ter, to ſay, that the Synod might extend their 
own Sentence. For in this Caſe nothing could 
be alter'd, omitted, or added, without ſwer- 
ving from all common Forms of Law and Equi- 
ty, as I preſume. And indeed how could it be 
put in another Form, after it was ſign'd by the 
Moderator or Preſident of the Court? And 1 
take it for granted, that it was ſo ſign'd, ac- 
cording to the Law of the Land, which all Jud- 
ges are oblig'd to obſerve. See AF 3. Parl. 1. 
Fac. 7.1686, And I hope Presbytries and Sy- 
nods do not look on Acts of Parliament as mere 
Cohwebs, which they may flight, and break 
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through when they pleaſe. Beſides, the ſecord l 


Sentence could not be the Deed of the Synod 


} 


from which I had appealed, and which was 


diſſolv'd before the new Edition was contriv'd. 


And that this Matter was not concerted and at- 


chieved at Coupar, upon the 20th of June 1701, | 
believe Mr. Haddow, Moderator of that Sy. 


nod, will freely and ingenuouſly atteſt. This 
Point may be illuſtrated by a plain Compari. 
ſon. Caius purſues Ser before a Bench of 


Jndges pronounce Seius Debtor to Caine. The 
Clerk of the Court extracts and ſigns the Sen- 
tence, which S. ſaw was a plain Nullity, 


And yet, for the more Security, he appealel 


to a higher Bench. A few Days after, ſom: 


of the Judges meet, (Partics being abſent), 


interpret the former Sentence, and ordain S. t: 
pay 600 /. to C. In this Caſe, it's evident, $ 
was obliged to pay nothing by the firſt Sen. 
tence, becauſe the Debt was not ſpecified. No! 
cou'd he be liable by the ſecond either, becauſ 


the Court not being full, the Judges had no 


Authority: Or if they had, S. was not cited, 


and called to appear for his Intereſt , who 


might have been able to evince that he owed 
not a Farthing. And then by his Appeal, the 


Proceſs was under the Cogniſance of another 


Court. The Application is obvious. 


An! 


# 
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Judges, for 1000 1. After along Debate, the | 
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And now, upon the whole, it. ſeems very 


plain, that 1 have been cauſleſsly attacked, 
| ſpitefully purſued, outrageouſly injur'd, and 
tyrannically oppreſs'd. But notwithſtanding 


ſuch an uncharitable, inhuman, partial, and 
unjuſt Procedure, I do, as becomes a Chriſtian, 


moſt heartily forgive my injurious Brethren, 


and ſincerely proteſt, that I retain no bitter or 


- paſſionate Reſentments againſt any one of them. 
Nor do ] charge all the Miniſters in Fife, as ac- 
ceſſory to the Indignities and Outrages done 


me ; for I have Ground to believe, that there 
were, and are among them, ſome wiſe and ſo- 
ber Men, who diſlik'd, and regretted the 
Fierceneſs and Exorbitances of their Brethren. 
And far leſs can l, or any body elſe, reaſona- 
bly load the whole Society of Presbyterians 
in this Kingdom, with the Exceſſes and 
Miſdemeanours of a particular Body of 
them. The Proceſs is now fairly, and with- 
out Diſguiſe, ſtated, and laid before this ſu- 
preme Eccleſiaſtical Court. They may with 
my free and full Conſent, cognoſce and deter- 
mine in the whole Affair, as in their Wiſdom 
and Equity they ſee Cauſe. In the mean time, 
I ſhall pray, that our bleſſed Lord and Maſter 
may direct and aſſiſt this Aſſembly in all their 
Conſultations and Endeayours for the Honour 
of his Name; for the true Intereſt of his 


Church, for reconciling our Breaches, for 
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maintaining Truth, for ſtemming the Torrent 
of Vices and Immoralities, for reviving the 
Spirit, and reſtoriag the Power of Primitive 
Chriſtian, Piety, with ſolid and yniverſ] 
Goodneſs. 


JA. GRAME, 
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MixurEs of the SYNOD, 


Pro re nata, 


At COUPAR, JuNE 1701. Con- 
cerning the PROCESS againſt 
Mr. GRAME, MinisTtk of Dam- 
fermline. 


Was once very muchinclin'd, ſilently to di- jy, n 
geſt and pack up the Injury done me by the ved the 
Synod of Fife, under the Colour of Juſtice, 2 
and the ſpecious Shew of Zeal for the Tak. 


Good of the Church. And this Inclination was 


confirm'd and fortify'd by that brave Chriſtian 
Motto, Nobiliſſimum Vittoric genus Patientia, 
which came often into my Mind. But upon 


ſecond Thoughts, and the preſſing Sollicitati- 


ons of my Friends, it ſeem'd to be both juſt 
and neceſſary, that I ſhow'd aſſert and vindicate 
my Innocence calmly, always obſerving Aode- 
ramen inculpate tutele. It's plain and notorious, 
that 1 have been treated, traduc'd, and fen- 
C 3 tenc'd, 


4470 


( 38) 


tenc'd, as a Man ſcandalous and unworthy tr; 
ſerve my Native Country, in the Quality, ane 


under the Character of an Evangelick Paſtor 


All my Defences have been repell'd and rejected. 


as of no Validity or Force. Teſtimonies and 
Reaſons, on my bchalf, by Perſons of the heſt 
Rank, have been diſdainfully neglected and con. 
temn'd: If now, in ſuch a Caſe and Circun: | 
ſtances, 1 ſhould be altogether Silent, might! 


not be deem'd a Man ſelf-condemn'd, ant | 
branded with the Infamy of Ingratitude to- | 


wards my noble and greateſt Friends ? And 


indeed, I am fully convinc'd, that both the 
Rules of Religion, and the Di. tes of right | 
Reaſon, oblige us to defend and maintain ou: | 


Integrity and Reputation, againſt the Malice 


and Iniquity of falſe Accuſers, and partial 
Rom. 12. Judges. It's an Apoſtolical Precept, to provid: | 


pig g. for Things honeſt, not only in the Sight of God, bu 
2s alſo in the Sight of all Men. And the great Or:- 
tor and Philoſopher, among the ancient Rima, 
gives it as the Character of a Proud, or felt 


conceited and diſſolute Perſon, to be uncon- 


cern'd what Opinion the World hath of us, 

Con, De Negligare quid de ſe quiſque ſenti at, arrogantss ef 
* diſſoluti, Upon ſuch Motives I was induc'd 

to undertake a Reviſal of the Minntes of the 

Synod, pro re nata, at Coupar: This I conceiv'd 

to be the moſt unexceptionable and compendi- 

aus Way, to give a true and juſt Repreſenta- 

tion, 
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tion, both of the manner, and of the Grounds 
of proceeding againſt me, to ſuch an Extre- 
mity. 
The firſt thing remarkable in the Minutes, P. 1. June 
that Sir Alex. Bruce of Broomhall, for himſelf, e, Ai 
and in Name of the Gentry and Pariſhoners of nifters de- 


clin'd as 


Dunfermline, pleaded for barring the Miniſters 24e in 
of Carnock, Culroſs and Torry-Burn, from ſitting as this Afar. 
Judges in my Affair, and that becauſe they were 
guilry of partial dealing, having, before any 
Proceſs was rais'd, conſulted with the Accuſers, 
and advis'd them to purſue me: This he offer'd 
to prove by their Oaths, which is omitted in 
the Minutes. And indeed, the Synod's Deter- TheSynod's 
mination render'd ſuch an Offer needleſs: For, — we 
upon Debate, the Vote being ſtated thus, whe- examin d. 
ther, ſuppoſing the Truth of the Allegation 
againſt the three Brethren, they ſhou'd be ſu- 
ain'd as Judges ? It was carry'd unanimouſly, 
that they ſhou d, and accordingly they were 
ſuſtaind. This, I think, cannot but appear 
very hard and ſtrange: Two of the Miniſters 
{the Third was not then preſent) excepted a- 
gainſt, having, in a few Words, diſown'd what 
was objected, did diſcreetly and modeſtly, offer 
to ſeclude themſelves : This alſo is omitted in 
the Minutes, And yet the Synod, by their 
unanimons Votes, ſuſtain'd them as Judges, 
even upon Suppoſition, that they had really 
been guilty of partial Dealing, and previous 
C 4 Con- 
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Conſultation with the Accuſers, adviſing, en- 
couraging, prompting, and inſtigating them, to 
raiſe a Proceſs againſt me. And is not this, in 


Effect, to declare and avow, that tho' my 


Accuſers had previouſly conſulted with, and 
been incited and egg'd on by every Miniſter in 
Fife, to purſue me judicially, yet all the Bre- 
thren were ſtill to be reputed fair and equal 


Judges ? A Witneſs will be caſt, if he can be 
juſtly charg'd with partial Counſel, or if he but 
tell what he intends to Depone, which Lawyers | 


call prodere teſtimon;um : And yet muſt partial 
dealing, and previous conſulting with Accu- 


ſers, paſs for an Objection of no Weight againſt 
a judge? And, if I be not miſtaken, the Civil | 


{aw provides, ut Fudex fit indifferens, incline no 
more towards, do no more for, or againſt one 


of the Parties, than the other. And moreover, 


it requires, ut idem in eodem negotio non fit Ad. 
vocatus & Judex. How well ſuch Maxims of 
Law and Reafon agree with the Synods Vote, 
and the Brethrens Conduct, I leave to their 
own Conſciences, and the common Senſe of 
Mankind. 

What the Gentry deſign'd by excepting 
againſt three of the Miniſters, I do not know 


Minijiers The Matter was not imparted to me, nor had 


I the leaſt Hand in it ; nay, I did not fo much 


' fendant, as imagine, or ſuſpect, that any ſuch thing 
would be mov'd. Not that I thought therc 


Was 
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that they actcd rather like Accuſers, or Ad vo- 
cates 2gainſt me, than as indifferent upright then. 
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| was no zaſt Ground to except againſt the fore- 
nam'd Brethren : For all along it was obſerv'd, There as 


Judges. What paſs d in private between them 
and the pragmatical Members of the Kirk- 
Seſſion, is beſt known to themſelves, But this 
is certain, that my Accuſers were more fre- 
quently with, and confided more in them, than 
in all the Miniſters of the Presbytry beſides. 
And when I came to be heard upon the Libel, 


it was viſible to every Body, that thoſe Three 
| behav'd as Parties. Of this I complain'd to the 
Presbytry, and pleaded that my Accuſers 


might be obligd to ſpeak for themſelves. 
Mr. L. then Moderator, told me, the 


' Libel was taken off the Accuſers hands, and 


was now to be manag'd by the Presbytry. 
Hereupon, I intreated, that one of their 
Number might be appointed to ſtand at the 
Bar, and plead againſt me, as Proctor for the 
Accuſers, who, it ſeem'd, were to be look'd 
on as mute Perſons in the Play. But there was 
no Remedy ; inſtead of one to riſe from the 


Bench, that he might ſtand at the Bar, as an 


Advocate, I had, at leaſt, the foreſaid three 
Miniſters, ſitting as Judges on the Bench, and 
yet at every turn pleading againſt me, as the 
fierceſt Accuſers at the Bar. 


Mr. L. 


juſt ground 
to declin: 
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Mr. Lo- Mr. L. one of them, did in a peculiar Man. | 
gan's Apo- : ; : | 
logy confi. NET Anſwer to what was objected againſt him, 
derd. by the Gentry. His Words are recorded in 
the Minutes thus; that he was fo far from ad ui- 
ſmg to carry on this Proceſs, that he, by his parti. 
cular Moyen, had kept it back three Quarters of a 
Tear. He meant, I ſuppoſe, that he kept this 1 
Proceſs, for ſo long a Time, from being com- 
menc'd ; otherwiſe what's ſaid would not be 
true: For this Proceſs was not kept back, but | 
carry'd on moſt vigorouſly, after it was once | 
begun; and I am perſuaded, Mr. L. would | 
affirm nothing contrary to his knowledge: 
had been ſummoned in September 99. to compeat 
before the Presbytry, to anſwer to a Libel. 
\ but by the Advice of ſome prudept Miniſters | | 
$ of Edinburgh; by the Activity of two or three: 
diſcrect Brethren of this Presbytry, and the | 


ih Favour of a Perſon of Eminent Quality, then t 
hy reſiding in another Pariſh, the Proceſs was let ; 
Il fall; and ſo the Affair lay Dormant till June 1700, | 
4 by Mr. L's particular Mayen, as he declares. 
ij Here, I muſt confeſs, I cann't comprehend, | 
5 ſuch is my Dullneſs, how a Proceſs could he 
tha kept back, by the particular Moyen of one Mi- 
6 niſter, under the Presbyterian Conſtitution, to 
il which Parity is eſſential. I may be miſtaken 
0 about the Senſe of particular Aoyen : For I take | 
10 the Words to import Mr. L's ſingle Authority. | 
ki or Influence: And, I preſime, it will be gran- | 
i | | ted, 
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| | ted, that where every thing is tranſacted by 
plurality of Voices, no Brother has more Au- 


thority or Influence, than another. But there's 
yet ſomewhat harder for me to conceive in 
Mr. L's Apology : And that is, how it could 


be a pertinent Anſwer to the Gentlemens Ob- 


jection againſt him: For taking it to be true and 
certain, upon Mr. L's Word (which I am 
willing to believe) that by his particular Moyen 
the Proceſs was kept back; how can it be in- 
ferr'd, therefore he advis'd not to raiſe or 
commence it ? Might he not be both the Inſtru- 
ment to keep it back for ſuch a Time, and after 
that adviſe to awaken or revive it, in the . moſt 
ſeaſonable Junure? And truly, his Reaſon 
ſeems to conclude moſt forcibly againſt him- 
ſelf: For if his Power, or Influence was ſo 
great, as to hinder me to be brought on the 
Stage for about Forty Weeks; muſt it not be, 
at leaſt, highly propable, that | was, by his 
particular Moyen, proſecuted, at ſuch a preciſe 
Period of time, as was judp'd moſt convenient. 
| will leave itto be diſcuſs' d by others, whether 
he made a good Uſe of his great Influence; 
and only add, that if he look'd on me as a 
Corrupter of the Chriſtian Dor;ine (as to the 
Morals of Religion, I have never been chal- 
leng d) he will hardly be able to Anſwer for 
the Abuſe of his Power, in keeping back the 
proceſs fo long. And yet, perhaps, it will 

| appear 


gan's Apo- 
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Mr. L. one of them, did in a peculiar Man- 
ner Anſwer to what was objected againſt him, 
by the Gentry. His Words are recorded in 
the Minutes thus; that he was fo far from ad ui- 
ſig to carry on this Proceſs, that he, by his parti. 
cular Moyen, had kept it back three Quarters of a 
Year. He meant, I ſuppoſe, that he kept this 
Proceſs, for ſo long a Time, from being com- 
menc'd ; otherwiſe what's ſaid would not he | 
true : For this Proceſs was not kept back, but 
carry'd on moſt vigorouſly, after it was once | 
hegun; and I am perſuaded, Mr. L. would 
affirm nothing contrary to his knowledge: 
had been ſummoned in September 99. tocompear 
before the Presbytry, to anſwer to a Libel, 
but by the Advice of ſome prudept Miniſters | 
of Edinburgh; by the Activity of two or three | 
diſcrect Brethren of this Presbytry, and the 
Favour of a Perſon of Eminent Quality, then 
reliding in another Pariſh, the Proceſs was let 
fall; and ſo the Affair lay Dormant till June 1700, 
by Mr. L's particular Moyen, as he declares. 
lere, I muſt confeſs, I cann't comprehend, 
ſuch is my Dullneſs, how a Proceſs could be 
kept back, by the particular Moyen of one Mi- 
aiſter, under the Presbyterian Conſtitution, to 
which Parity is eſſential. I may be miſtaken 
about the Senſe of particular Aoyen : For I takc 
the Words to import Mr. L's ſingle Authority, 
or Influence: And, I preſume, it will be gran- 

ted, 
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ted, that where every thing is tranſacted by 
plurality of Voices, no Brother has more Au- 


thority or Influence, than another. But there's 
yet ſomewhat harder for me to conceive in 
Mr. L's Apology : And that is, how it could 


be a pertinent Anſwer to the Gentlemens Ob- 


jection againſt him: For taking it to be true and 
certain, upon Mr. L's Word (which I am 
willing to believe) that by his particular Moyen 
the Proceſs was kept back; how can it be in- 
ferr'd, therefore he advis'd not to raiſe or 
commence it ? Might he not be both the Inſtru- 
ment to keep it back for ſuch a Time, and after 
that adviſe to awaken or revive it, in the moſt 
ſeaſonable juncture? And truly, his Reaſon 
ſeems to conclude moſt forcibly againſt him- 
ſelf: For if his Power, or Influence was ſo 
great, as to hinder me to be brought on the 
Stage for about Forty Weeks; muſt it not be, 
at leaſt, highly propable, that | was, by his 
particular Moyen, proſecuted, at ſuch a preciſe 
Period of time, as was judg'd moſt convenient. 
| will leave it to be diſcuſs'd by others, whether 
he made a good Uſe of his great Influence; 
and only add, that if he look'd on me as a 
Corrupter of the Chriſtian Doctrine (as to the 
Morals of Religion, I have never been chal- 
lengd) he will hardly be able to Anſwer for 
the Abuſe of his Power, in keeping back the 
proceſs ſo long. And yet, perhaps, it will 
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appear at long run, that he had conſulted his | 
own Credit, and the Intereſt of his Party better, 
had he improv'd his mighty Influence, for 


blaſting and defeating the whole Contrivance 
againſt me. 

There might be other Inſtances and Senten. 
ces brought of violent Animofities and rooted 


Prejudices among the Brethren of the Synod, | 


againſt me. But what needs more than the 
forementioned unanimous Vote, to demon. 
ſtrate, how juſt and diſintereſted Judges 1 ap. 
pear'd before. And thus I am led to conjecture, 
that the Gentlemens Deſign in excepting again 
two or three Miniſters, was to feel the 8. 
nod's Pulſe, or to try what might be expectec 
from them, as to a fair, equal, and imparti? 
Procedure. But whatever might be the Ger: 


AY 
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try's Project, I am ſure, that by this firſt Sten 
they made a thorough Diſcovery of the Bre 
threns moderate Diſpoſition and good Incline 
tion towards thoſe who cann't think as the; 
do, and ſcorn to profeſs contrary to theii 

1 houghts, or to bely their Sentiments. 
And now, will it not be Matter of Wonde 
to all unbiaſsd, thinking Perſons, how th: 
Miniſters of a whole Province came ſo unad vi 
ſedly and openly, to bewray the Prepoſſeſſion: 
and Prejudices of their diſtemper'd Minds 
One wou'd think that common Prudence (t' 
abftrac: now irom Point of Conſcience) ſhou' 
hav! 


* 
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| | have induc'd them to oblige ſo many Gentle- 
men, where their was no Hazard to their 
Quſe, nor the leaſt Fear of diſobliging any 


one of their ſpecial Friends. The Minifters 


vrho had been challeng'd, were willing to fore- 


go the Honour of being Judges in my Affair. 


And the Synod was abundantly ſure of Votes 
enough beſides, to decide the Buſineſs acording 


to their Mind. What Account then can be 
given of this odd and bizarre Conduct of theirs? 


The moſt probable Reaſon 1 can hit upon, is 
| That they were ſecretly gall'd and piqu'd, to 


ee ſuch a Company of Gentlemen counte- 


nancing one whom they reſolv'd to diſgrace 
as far as their Power and Spite cou'd reach. 


The Brethren having, their Spirits imbittered 


by ſuch Reſentments, did think it fit, I believe, 
to croſs the Gentry in every thing, as indeed 
they did; 
the Reſpect put upon me by Perſons of Qua- 


and to make me ſenſible, that 


lity, was the high and ready way to my Ruin. 


And it's certain, that ſome Miniſters, both in 


Fife and elſewhere, had the Face to ſay, I was 
the worſe treated, that ſuch and ſuch Gentle- 
men had eſpous'd my Quarrel and Intereſt. 
What Sillineſs, what Meanneſs, what Perverſe- 


neſs, what palpable Iniquity, may be diſco- 


ver'd here! I cann't, ſure, be juſtly charg d 
with excuſing or extenuating, and far leſs 


- juſtifying the Faults of any. And I am confi. 


gent, 
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dent, ſuch as have lived under my Miniſtry, 
will acknowledge, that 1 have uſed all beco- 
ming, diſcreet, and paſtoral Freedom (accord- 
ing to my poor Capacity) without ReſpeR of 
Perſons, both in publick and private, againſt 
the Vices and Immoralities, which are ſo great 
a Scandal to our Religion, and the fatal Bane 
of ſo many Souls. But whatever may be the 
Miſcarriages of the Gentry, what is this to the 
Merits of the Cauſe? Can what's right become 


wrong, or what's falſe prove true, according | 


to the different Opinions and Qualities of Per- 


ſons or Parties? Is the Goodneſs or Badneſs of | 


a Cauſe to be try'd by the Virtues or Vices of 
the Advocates, who plead and maintain it! 
Did not the ſame Perſons who intereſled them. 
The Pre. ſelves for me, elect, and call Mr. Kemp to he 
— Miniſter here? And if he ought not to bei 
Dumferm. look'd on for being favour'd and preferr'd hi 
them, why ſhou'd 1 ſuffer, or be the work: 
treated for their ſakes ? When the Party ſhal 
be pleaſed to ponder things better, and to tur: 
their Eyes homeward, I verily think, they wil 
not judge it meet to tempt Men to pry into the 
Lives and Manners of their Friends, leſt the; 
be ſuperabundantly pay'd in their own Coin, 
with as juſt as ſad Recriminations.” 
The Defen- But for the Matter it ſelf; I mean, that th? 


„ Gentry, Magiſtrates, Town-Counſellors, and 
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Behalf; tho' I do, and always will gratefully . 


reſent their Kindneſs, Juſtice, and Generofity ; d. Par- 
| yet, 1 preſume, they will allow me to declare, #1. 
as the Truth is, that 1 never ſollicited for ſuch 

a Favour, which they frankly and reſolutely 
vouchfaf'd, from firſt to laſt, with great Trou- 


ble, and no leſs Expence. And for my Part, 


I ſtudied, according to my ſinall Ability, to 


defend my good Name, and maintain my Inno- 
cency, as if there had been nat ſo much as one 


ſingle Friend or Patron in the World, to coun- 


tenance and ſtand by me. In fine, I will here 
venture to refer it to the Verdict of all 
wiſe Obſervers of men and things, whether, 


if thoſe who took my Part, had appeared 


againſt me, the Synod would not have careſ- 
led and complemented them with great Ex- 
preſſions of Reſpect and Honour (notwith- 


ſtanding all their Infirmities and Failings) as 


zealous Favourers and Promoters of the Cauſe 
and Kingdom of Chriſt. | 
Their firſt Seſſion was concluded with the gene Pa- 


Reading of ſome Pieces of the Proceſs, viz. the fers read, 
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onal Paper, in which ſome Points in my Anſwersſen. 
7 ; See AP. 
are farther confirm'd; the Minutes of the sed. 1. 


Committee at Kirkaldy; and my *- Paper con- 8 
taining the Proceedings thereof; And the Ap- f See Ap. 


pointing of a Committee to review my Affair, 47 N 0 
and to make a Report concerning it. Sed. 6. 
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dent, ſuch as have lived under my Miniſtry 
will acknowledge, that I have uſed all beco- 
ming, diſcreet, and paſtoral Freedom (accord- 
ing to my poor Capacity) without Reſpet of 
Perſons, both in publick and private, againſt 
the Vices and Immoralities, which are ſo great 
a Scandal to our Religion, and the fatal Bane 
of ſo many Souls. But whatever may be the 
Miſcarriages of the Gentry, what is this to the 


Merits of the Cauſe? Can what's right become | 


wrong, or what's falſe prove true, according 
to the different Opinions and Qualities of Per. 
ſons or Parties? Is the Goodneſs or Badnels of 
a Cauſe to be try'd by the Virtues or Vices of 


the Advocates, who plead and maintain it” | 


Did not the ſame Perſons who intereſſed them. 


The Pre. ſelves for me, elect, and call Mr. Kemp to be 


bytes ? 
— of Miniſter here? And if he ovght not to be | 


Dumfer m. look'd on for being favour'd and preferr'd by 


them, why ſhou'd I ſuffer, or be the work: 
treated for their ſakes ? When the Party ſhal 
be pleaſed to ponder things better, and to turn 
their Eyes homeward, 1 verily think, they wil 
not judge it meet to tempt Men to pry into th: 
Lives and Manners of their Friends, leſt the; 
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I ſtudied, according to my ſmall Ability, to 
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Behalf; tho' 1 do, and always will gratefully 


Reſpect, 
kreſent their Kindneſs, Juſtice, and Generoſity 227 
yet, 1 preſume, they will allow me to declare, ay. 

as the Truth is, that l never ſollicited for ſuch 

2 Favour, which they frankly and reſolutely 


vouchfaf'd, from firſt to laſt, with great Trou- 


And for my Part, 


cency, as if there. had been nat ſo much as one 


ſingle Friend or Patron in the World, to coun- 


tenance and ſtand by me. In fine, I will here 
venture to refer it to the Verdict of all 


wiſe Obſervers of men and things, whether, 


if thoſe who took my Part, had appeared 


againſt me, the Synod would not have careſ- 
ſed and complemented them with great Ex- 
| preſſions of Reſpect and Honour (notwith- 


ſtanding all their Infirmities and Failings) as 


' zealous Favourers and Promoters of the Cauſe 


and Kingdom of Christ. 
Their firſt Seſſion was concluded with the gone Pa- 


Reading of ſome Pieces of the Proceſs, viz. the fert read, 


; Anda Com- 
* Libel againſt me. XX My Anſwers, ꝶ an additi- mite cho. 


onal Paper, in which ſome Points in my Anſwersſen, A 
are farther confirm'd; the Minutes of the Sed. 1. 


Committee at Kirkaldy; and my *- Paper con- * 


taining the Proceedings thereof; And the Ap- N See Ap. 


pointing of a Committee to review my Affair, 7 ko 


Se. 6. 
The 


June 18, 
Hor. 3, 


Pom. 
The Bre- 
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The Committee not being yet ripe (for & 
it's worded in the Minutes) to give in their 
Report, it was ordered, that they ſhould mee: 


_ again to Morrow Morning. 
much em- The Committee's Report not being yet rea- 
baraſſed, 
how to pro- dy, they were appointed to mect again at two 
ceed, in the Afternoon. Behold the Brethrens inde. 
— 10. fatigable Diligence and Induſtry, in ſo momen- 
Antm. tous an Affair! By an Act of the Synod at Cu- 
par, Sept. 1700, the Presbytry of Dumfermlin 
was enjoin'd to prepare and ripen the Proceß 
for a final Sentence, to be paſs'd by their Com. 
mitte at Kircaldy. That Committee left th: 
Affair undecided, and referr'd it to the Ordi. 
nary Synod at Damſer ml. Apr. 1701. That Sr. | 
nod, after the Proceſs had been examin'd witt 
great Application, end maturely conſider'd fu; 
*wo or three Days, adventured not to deter: 
mine the Matter. And now the Committee 0 
this extraordinary Synod, ſeems to have beer: 
puzzled how to procced, or what Report ti 
make. Tante Aolis erat = Conſultation up 
Conſultation was found neceſſary, for inven- 
Ling and contriving ſome colourable Pretenc: 
againſt one who had fo long been an Eyc-for. 
Hor. 4. to the Bigots of the Party. Mean while, tht 
2 pi. Synod orders thoſe Papers, which they had no 
pers real. yet heard, to be read before them, viz. * An Ac 
R Ke = count of a Conference between three Miniſter 
Seck. 3. of the Presbytry and me, which 1 wrote and ſub: 


{criy'd, 
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ſcrib'd; and, * A Brief Account of the moſt * Se App 


material Paſſages in the Proceſs againſt me, un- K. 


til the Meeting of the Committee at Kircaldy. 
However, there were two Papers, either de. Iο main 
; ſignedly overlook'd, or heedleisly forgotten, gate. 
- viz. The Minutes of the Presbytry of Dumferm- : 
line; and, I An Account of the Conference | 2 * a 
: f. gn'd by Mr. Hog and Mr. Logan; both which 

were of no ſmall Uſe for clearing the whole 

; Affair. 

V pon the Reading of Papers, therearoſe anew 4 con: 
Conteſt. For Sir Alex. Bruce urg'd, that the Pe- 1cſt about 
1 tition of the Gentry, and others of my Pariſh, * P 


in the De- 
to the Presbytry, in my Favour, might be read fendent's 


®; 
; 


| 3 | before the Synod. The Petition was calld for,. 


but could not be had. Mr. Maire, Clerk to 
the Presbytry of Dumfermline, endeavour'd to 
justify himſelf, by declaring, that he had mar- 
ked in the Minutes of the Presbytry, all of 
| that Petition he was deſir'd to mark, and tranſ- 
- mitted all to the Synod he was defir'd to tranſ- 
mit. And then an Extract of the ſaid Petiti- 
on was read. But Sir Alexander ſtill inſiſted, 
that the authentick ſubſcrib'd Petition might 
be produc'd, affirming, that the Extract was 
neither full nor juſt (this is omitted in the Mi- 
nutes) whereupon he proteſted, and took In- 
ſtruments. This Point being debated in the The $y- 
- Synod, the Reſult was, that, ſince the Clerk of oy . ye 
the presbytry had not deſignedly ſubſtracted on. 
| E that 
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that Petition (as he declar'd) the Subject of 
which was contain'd in the Extract now read; 
ſince the Gentlemen had neither exhibited, nor 
demanded that Petition, before the late Synod 
at Dumfermline, hen all Papers relative to the 
Proceſs were call'd for; and ſince the Gentry's 
Deſign was to expreſs their Reſpect and Adhe- 
rence to nie, which they now ſufficiently did 
by their perſonal Appearance; the Reſult, | 
ſay, was, that the Want of that Petition ought 
not to ſtop the Synod's Procedure, as was inti- 

mated to the Gentlemen. 
Matters And here | muſt be allow'd to ſay, that the Re- 
rect oc. 4 viſers or Compilers ofthe Minutes have not dealt 
in the Mi- bona fide (other Inſtances have been, and more, 
pres :and perhaps, may hereafter be obſerv*d)in this Par- 
Gentry and ticular. For there's no Account given how Sir 
2 en Alex. Bruce reply'd, in his own, and others 
jurd. Name, that it was in their Option to call for 
that Petition, at what time they pleaſed, before a 
final Sentence, which they ſoon perceived the Sy- 
nod at Dumfermline intended not to paſs. Beſides, 
it's notorious, that, at Dumfermline, a Sight of 
the Proceſs was crav'd by the Gentry, and that, 
upon the Synod's Refuſal, Sir Alex. Bruce 
proteſted, and took Inſtruments, as appears by 
the Minutes of that Synod. And it's plain, the 
ſaid Petition was a Part of the Proceſs ; be- 
cauſe, either in the Body of the Petition it ſelf, 


or at the Preſenting thereof to the Presbytry, 
it 
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it was exprelly claimed, that it might, in the 
whole Series of the Affair, be carried on with 
other Papers relative to the Proceſs. So that 
the Gentry did really call for what they are 
moſt falſly affirmed in the Minutes, not to have 
called for. Nor is it juſtly alledged, that the 
Gentry's perſonal Appearance compenſed the 
Want of the Petition; this being a ſtanding 
Evidence, and that only a tranſient Teſtimony 
of their Zeal and Concernedneſs for my Credit 
and Intereſt. As for the ſtopping of the Sy- 
nod's Procedure, if any ſuch thing was aim'd 
at, is to me utterly unknown. Nor did the 
calling for that Petition ſpring from any Mo- 
tion of mine. Nor was I ſo much as privy to 
the Gentry's Deſign, to plead that the Petition 
might be read. There was a Cuſtom called, 
Laudatio, among the ancient Romans, that, in Baſ. Kenn; 
their Trials, Perſons of Credit might come and . 70 
give their Teſtimony of the accuſed Perſon's . 36. 5 
good Behaviour, and Integrity of Life. And Lond. 56. 
we ſind, that the leaſt Number of theſe Lauda- 
tores us d to be Ten. Tho' I did not ſollicite 
for ſuch a Courteſy, or Kindneſs; yet I cann't 
but be very ſenfible, that Petitions which be- * 
ſpatter and defame me, are carefully preſervᷣd. . 0 
> whilſt one in my Favour, by ſuch as knew me 4 


| beſt, and were more able to diſtinguiſh between 
ſound and erroneous Doctrine; not only than my 
Accuſers, but even than perhaps not a few of 
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my Judges, could not be ſo much as once heard. 
or ſcen by the Synod. And whether this be 


good Sign of an upright and impartial Proce- | 


dure, let intelligent and honeſt-hearted Met 
determine. | 
The Report Now I come to what was conceal'd as a grand 
of the Com» Secret, J mean, the Report of the Commitee 
— concerning my Affair, which the Synod ha 


os due been pleas'd to diſcloſe, by favouring, me with 
are, 


an Extract of their Minutes, after the Intrigh: | 


had ſucceeded according to the Party's Mind. | | 
the Report, Matters are deduc'd very order]; f 


according to the ſeveral Articles of the Lib. 
But I hope to make it appear, that, howere 
it hath the Advantage of Method (in which 
was not eaſy to err) yet it wants the prop: 
and eſſential Conditions, viz, The Beauty ar. 
Solidity of Truth and Juſtice. And perhar 
the Proverb, One Tale is good, till another | 

told, will be here verify'd. 
Concerning 1 prove me guilty of Contempt of Authori' 
1 in joining with Mr. Couper, after the Sentei: 
— of of Depoſition was paſs'd againſt him, they ac: 
Awtherity. and duly intimate. This Clauſe is notoriou 
falſe, there never having been any due intim 
tion of ſuch a Sentence. But my Anſwers ſun 
that I knew there was ſuch a Sentence A. 
do they not ſhew likewiſe, that my priva- 
Knowledge of ſuch a Fact, by common Far 
or mere Hearſay, ſignifies nothing, while 
lez: 


— — 


| nlp 
* * 
"= 
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jegal Formality of a due Intimation is wanting! 
And why was there no notice taken of that ſo 
pat Example I bring, viz. That a Sentence of 
the Secret Council againſt a Miniſter in Abſence, 
has no Effect, nor infers Contempt, tho? he 
continue exerciſing his Miniſtry, and be cer- 
tainly inform'd of ſuch a Sentence, if it hath 
not been, in due Form, notity'd to him? But 
[ knew the Presbytry's Order to intimate it- 


I had indeed heard, that it was ſo order'd. 


And what then ? Neither their Order, nor my 
knowledge, makes, or proves a legal Executi- 
on, or a due Intimation. But I know, it was 
tumultuonſly interrupted. I neither did, nor 
cou'd know any ſuch thing, becauſe there was 
no ſuch thing, ſo tar as I have heen hitherto 
inform'd : The Provoſt of the Town, with 
ſome others, made reſiſtance, I heard (but 
without any Tumult) by mere Force of Ar- 


guments: And, I preſume, there may be Re- Reßſtarct. 


ſiſtance, without any Violence. Parliaments 
have reſiſted the Wills of Princes, without 


Scdition, or Rebellion, in Defence of their 


Laws, Liberties and Religion. My Pariſhio- 
ners andi] have reſiſted Presbytrics, Synods, 
and their Committes, by the plain Force of 


Reaſon and Equity, without any the leaſt 


Semblance of a turbulent Bchaviour. And 


further, I had no hand in the Reſiſtance that 


was made ; I was neither witneſs to it, nor ad- 
D 3 vis'd 
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my Judges, could not be fo much as once heard. 
or ſcen by the Synod. And whether this bez | 
good Sign of an upright and impartial Proce- 
dure, let intelligent and honeſt-hearted Met 
determine. 


The Report Now I come to what was conceal'd as a gran! 
of the Com- Secret, I mean, the Report of the Commitee 


mittee 
ſcann'd 
with due 


Care, 


Concerning 


zbe Peſen. in joining with Mr. Couper, after the Senten: 
dant ; Con- . 


told, will be here verify'd. 


concerning my Affair, which the Synod ha. 


been pleas'd to diſcloſe, by favouring me with | 


an Extract of their Minutes, after the Intrign: 
had ſucceeded according to the Party's Mind. |: 
the Report, Matters are deduc'd very order]; 
according to the ſeveral Articles of the Libs, 
But I hope to make it appear, that, howere 


it hath the Advantage of Method (in which :| 


was not eaſy to err) yet it wants the prop: 
and eſſential Conditions, viz, The Beauty at 
Solidity of Truth and Juſtice. 
the Proverb, One Tale is good, till another | 


To prove me guilty of Contempt of Authori! 


And perhar| 


e:mpe o of Depoſition was paſs'd againſt him, they ac 
Autherity. and duly intimate. This Clauſe is notoriou. 


falſe, there never having been any due intim 
tion of ſuch a Sentence. 


that I knew there was ſuch a Sentence: A. 
do they not ſhew likewiſe, that my privat 
Knowledge of ſuch a Fact, by common Far 


or mere Hearſay, ſignifies nothing, while . 
les: 


But my Anſwers ſir 


N 
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jegal Formality of a due Intimation is wanting! 
And why was there no notice taken of that ſo 
pat Example I bring, viz. That a Seatence of 
the Secret Council againſt a Minilter in Abſence, 
has no Effect, nor infers Contempt, tho? he 
continue exerciſing his Miniſtry, and be cer- 
tainly inform'd of ſuch a Sentence, if it hath 
not been, in due Form, notity'd to him? But 
[bew the Presbytry's Order to intimate it- 
| had indeed heard, that it was fo order'd. 
And what then ? Neither thcir Order, nor my 
knowledge, makes, or proves a legal Executi- 
on, or a due Intimation. But I know, it was 
| tumultuouſly interrupted. J neither did, nor 
couꝰd know any ſich thing, becauſe there was 
no ſuch thing, ſo tar as I have been hitherto 
informd: The Provoſt of the Town, with 
ſome others, made reſiſtance, I heard (but 
without any Tumult) by mere Force of Ar- 
guments: And, I preſume, there may be Re- Refiſtarce. 
nt fiſtance, without any Violence. Parliaments 
have reſiſted the Wills of Princes, without 
d Sedition, or Rebellion, in Defence of their 
! Laws, Liberties and Religion. My Pariſhio- 
* ners andiI have reſiſted Presbytrics, Synods, 
1 and their Committes, by the plain Force of 
„ Reaſon and Equity, without any the leaſt 
x; Semblance of a turbulent Behaviour. And 
ar further, I had no hand in the Reſiſtance that 
i: was made; I was neither witneſs to it, nor ad- 
eg D 3 vie'd 
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visd it. And indeed, I do very willingly leave 
to others entire, the noble and illuſtriong 
Rabbling. Atchievements of Rabbling : The Honour and 
Renown, accruing from the outragious Prank; 
of a blind and giddy Zeal. Beſides, if the Pa. 
riſhioners here made anytumultuous Oppoſition, 


was not the Law open? Were there not Judges: 


Might not, nay, and wou'd not ſuch Criminal; 


have been impleaded, purſu'd, and brought to 


condign Puniſhment ? 
„ the But morcover, I advis'd, ſaith the Commir- 


Pejencall tee, Mr. Couper to ſubmit to the Sentence «& | 


adviſed 
Mr. Con Devoſition. It's clear then, that 1 contemn'd no: 


mw to ſub= the Authority of the Depoſers. But I will no: 
arrogate to my ſelf, what 1 cann't truly ant 
juſtly pretend to; and therefore 1 will ingen. 
ouſly relate what was my conduct in this Point 
Idid indeed adviſe Mr. Couper toobey the Sun: 
mons, to ſubmit to the Sentence, and fue for 
a Redreſs, before the Supreme Eccleſiaſtici 
Court, as it's in my Anſwers : And yet! never 
meddl'd nor interpos'd, in reference to the 
Affair before the united Presbytries. What! 
ſaid indefinitely, the Committee has miſtaken 
and miſapply'd to the Proceſs before the Pres- 


bytry at Kircaldie; whereas I intended it only, 


as the Thing in Effect was, with reſpect to 
what paſs'd before the Synod at St. Andrews: | 
moſt earneſtly befought and importun'd my 
dear and rn, Collegue, to wait on that 


—_— 


Synoc, 


1 


Synod, which he refus'd, not without good 
Ground, as he conceiv'd. And when the Syno- 
dical Sentence came to his Hands, I urg'd him, 
with all poſſible Seriouſneſs and Concernedneſs, 
to ſubmit : Doth this look like Contempt of 
Authority? But my Endeavours proving ſo 
unſucceſsful, 1 reſolv'd to meddle no more, 
being fully ſatisfy'd, in my own mind, that ! 
had acquitted my ſelf, as became a ſincere lover 
of Peace and Order. 

This is not yet all; for the Committe finds, Inſtruments 
that the Brother, who was appointed to inti- 2 
mate the Sentence, took Inſtruments, upon the of the Sen- 
Oppoſition he met with, and went to the profeng 
Meeting- Houſe, and intimated it there. And Houſe, 
what. is this to me ? By his Conduct, it appears, 
it was not his Fault, that the Sentence was not 
intimated ; and I am ſure, it was as little mine. 
However, his Deed demonſtrates, there was 
no legal Intimation : For the Mceting-Houſe, 
| it's not Nomen Juris, 1 ſuppoſe ; and the Inti- 

«| mation there, ſignify'd no more, than if 
Mr. Charteris had read the Sentence from his 

nf own Pulpit in Enertethin. But I ſay, it wou'd rho Bday: 
gs. | ave been ſcandalous for me not to have joir'd dans did 
y, with Mr. Couper in the Lord's-Supper. I do in- rage 
to) deed ſay fo, and more too, in my Anſwers. was his 
My Words are, not to have done, as I did, had Duty. 

mm becn very Scandalous. And again, had not the 

at 40g of this (viz, to be the Author of a new 


0, D 4 Schiſm, 
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Schiſm, for not celebrating the Sacrament) been 
ir more Scandalous, than what's Objefted ? And do 


not give this plain Reaſon for my Deed, that 


was my Duty? And 1 am ſtill of the ſame 
%*1nd, that it was my Duty, both as a Chriſti. 
2: ad a Paſtor, to adminiſter and partake of 
the Euchariſt, at that Time. And if it muf 
be held Contempt of human Authority, I will 
ſatisfy my ſelf (as indeed I do joyfully acquieſce 


in it) with the Apoſtles anſwer to their unjuſt | 


and hypocritical Judges; We ought to obey Go! 
rather than Men. And I do here moſt ſincere]; 
proteſt, tho? I had apprehended, and foreſeen 
that my Brethren wou'd not only have depoſed, 
but alſo excommunicated me, for doing what 
judg'd my ſelf bound to do, I wou'd neverthe. 
leſs have done, as I did, and reckon'd their 


moſt rigorous Sentence a mere brutum fulmen, it 


{uch a Caſe. 
of bis ju- In fine, the Report bears, that I juſtify the Pa. 


1% ing i riſh ia owning Mr. Couper in his celebrating of th: | 


Pariſh in # 
3 Lord's-Supper, after the Interruption made t. 


Couper. the Intimation of the Sentence, in repard I ſay, 


They were in bona fide to own him, notwithſt andir! 
of all that was done · So far as I can find, there" 
no ſuch Saying in any of my Papers. M. 
In the An Words are, The Pariſh are in bona fide to on! 
71 hoes him, as their Paſtor, ſo long as he was not, in 
cle of the due legal Form, laid aſide. Now I preſume, 


_—_ Fig what's here affirm'd in thefi, will be readih 


Se. 5. granted | 


batt 


„ 


657) 


granted: For my juſtifying the Pariſh, I con- 
ceire the Synod's Procedure will juſtifie me, as 
to this Point : For they have not condemn'd 
nor cenſur'd one fingle Perſon in the Pariſh 
(except my ſelf ) for owning, Mr. Couper in diſ- 
charging all the Parts of his Paſtoral Office, not- 
withſtanding the Sentence pafs'd againſt him, 
and the interrupting the Intimation thereof. 
Upon ſecond and ſober Thoughts, I hope, the 
Brethren will reſolve to ponder this Matter a 
little more exactly. Either then the Pariſh and 
were equally guilty of Contempt, or we were 
not? If we were, why have we been fo un- 


equally treated? If we were not, the Advan- 


tage will be evidently on my fide, who adviſes! 
Mr. Couper to attend the Synod, when he was 
ſummon'd, and to ſubmit to the Sentence they 
paſs'd againſt him; whercas the Pariſh did the 
quite contrary. If my Judges diſdain to conſi- 
der this, I deſpair not, but wife Men will. 
There comes next the Tommittes Verdict up- 


on their Report, They give it as their Opinion, re com 


that my Exculpation doth not vindicate me from mittees 
t Verdif up- 


groſs Contempt of the Authority of this Church, bu 


that it doth aggravate my Contempt. They deli- part efthetr 


Report exa- 


ver their Mind modeſtly and timoroully, to 
give them their due Praiſe, It's their Opinion 
only, which is an Aſſent, as Philoſophers teach, 
cum formidine partis eppoſite. They inclin'd to 


judge ſo and fo; but they were not ſoc, that 


they 
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they had hit Right. It's therefore very rea- 
ſonable to enquire into the Ground of their 
Opinion, which is ſo ſevere againſt me. What 
I have ſaid for my ſelf, not only vindicates me 
from groſs Contempt, (this is more than 1 an 
charg'd with in the Libel) but aggravates my 
Contempt, according to the Committees Ver- 
dict. So chat, if Men will be ſo civil, or ſo 
filly, as to Metamorphize their Opinion into 
an Oracle, | muſt needs paſs for a Blockhead, 
without Wit or Senſe to plead for my ſelf. But 
Iwill quarrcl with no Body for their mean 
thoughts of me; my Buſineſs now is, to ſec 
what Arguments the Committee offers for 
t!“ Opinion: For my part 1 cann't find fi 
nch as one. And I am ſure, they have not 
once atto: pid to convince me, that It was not 
my Duty to join with Mr. Couper in adminiftring 
and partaking of the Sacrament. And I cann't 
hut look on it as my Duty, till it be ſufficiently 
prov d that it was not my Duty: And if it 
was my Duty, ſure, it cou'd not be Contempt: 
And if it was not Contempt, it can never be 
deem'd groſs Contempt. Now I prov it to 
be my Duty, by a ſolid Reaſon out of the Sea- 
ſouable Admonition. When Men may unite 
e without perſonal Guilt, or Acceſſion to the 
« PDefect and Guilt of others, there may and 
& ought to be Onion — becauſe Men are to 
* reckon, not for other Men's Faults, but 

„their 
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« their own. Can it warrant a Man to abſtain 

« from his Duty, becauſe others do not 
« theirs? ” The Committee hath not 
taken the leaſt Notice of this, nor of ſeveral 
| | other things to the ſame purpoſe. And I cant 
think it will be pretended, that the Committee 
hath duly con ſider'd what I repreſented for my 
Exculpation. Their way has been to pick and 
cull out of my Paper, Shreds and Fragments, 
and to skip over what might ſeem to pinch 
them, or cou'd not be rendred ſubſervient to 
their brotherly and charitable Deſign, firſt to 
make me odious, and then to condemn me. 
Cou'd they otherwiſe have over-look'd in my 
Defence that Part, which, by all indifferent 
Men, will be judg'd ſo proper to touch them, 
if they could be touch'd. And 1 do indeed 
apprehend, that it's my plain and free dealing 
(tho' in my own juſt and neceſſary Defence, and 
with a due Allay of Tenderneſs and Charity) 
which has offended the Brethren, and mov'd 
them to affirm, without any Shew of Reaſon, 
that my Vindication aggravates my Contempt. 
But now, if Mr. Couper was not guilty of con- vi, Con- 
temning the Authority of this Church, there per's caſe 
can be no ground for ſuch a Coil and Buſtle ite. 
about my Contempt thereof: And to this Day 
that innocent and good Man diſclaims any ſuch 
Guilt : It's true, when he was cited to compear 
before the Synod, September 93, and that Synod 

| ſul- 
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{ſuſpended him, till his Affair ſhou'd be examin'd 
by the General Aſſembly, he neither regarded 
the Citation, nor the Sentence. And in like 
manner, when in December 93, he was ſum- 
mon'd before the united Presbytries of Kircaldic 
and Dumfermline, and at length depos'd by 
them, he neither obey'd the Summons, nor ſuh- 
mitted to the Sentence: And yet there was no 
Contumacy, nor Contempt, in his Conduct, as 
he conceives; becauſe his Buſineſs had been 
reterr'd to the General Aſſembly upon his ap- 
pealing to it, and had never been remitted, ei- 
ther to Presbytry or Synod. The Gentry and 
other Pariſhioners repreſented this to the Sy- 
nod by one, whom they deputed and empo- 
wer'd, to proteſt againſt all proceeding, in that 
Afiair, on this very Account, becauſe it was de- 
pending before the Supreme EcclefiaſtickCourt. 
And Mr. Couper himſelf ſignify'd the ſame 
to the united Presbytries, by his Letter, decla- 
ring his Adherence to his former Appeal, to- 
gether with a Proteſtation againſt all further 
Procedure: So that he thought it very plain, 
he con'd not be conſtructed to deſpiſe the Au- 
thority of the Church, while he was expreſly 
owning the Supreme Authority thereof. Sup- 


poſe there's a Proceſs againſt one, depending 


before the Lords of Council and Seſſion; and 
that, in the mean time, our Bailiffs of the Re- 
gality order the Detendant to be cited before 

them. 
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them, on the very ſame Head, and fine him 
for Contumacy, upon his Non-Compearance, 
after it has been notify'd to them, that the 
Affair has been under the Cogniſance of an 

bigher Court. In ſuch a Caſe, could it be 
thought, that the Defendant was guilty of any 
Contumacy, or obliged to regard the Sentence 
of the Bailiffs? This Mr. Couper took to be juſt his 
Caſe, in Reference to the Synod and Presbytry. 
And here 1 will preſume to add, out of the 
Reſpect and Affection I bear to one ſo unblama- 
ble in his Converſation, and fo well qualify'd 
above the ordinary Rate, for the Paſtoral Of- 
hce, that it might have been expected, the Bre- 
thren wou'd have dealt moretenderly with him, 
and winked at ſome little Breach in the Eccleſi- 
aſtick Forms of their Diſcipline, rather than 
depriv'd the Church of his Labours, in ſuch a 
Juncture, while there's ſo great a Penury of 
pious and wiſe Paſtors, as muſt be confeſs'd. 

After all, ſuppoſing Mr. Coxper to be as guilty The Sum of 

as is pretended ; yet how will the groſs, or 3 
heinous Contempt objected be made out againſt ener of 
me. It is very clear, that not only my Accu- 2 
ſers, but alſo the Brethren, make my Crime to one firzle 
conſiſt in adminiſtring and partaking of the Eu- 44. 

| chariſt with him. It will then inconteſtably 

| appear, that I can be charg'd with no Contempt 

of Authority, for the Space of full 19 Months 


, 


after Mr.Couper was ſentenced ; and that, at the 
tmoſt 


" , 
1 
* 
i 
1 
1 
ft 
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utmoſt and worſt, my grand Miſcarriage lies 
in one ſingle Act. The Communion was cele- 
brated here, Aug. 94, and then it was my Tour 
to conſecrate the Elements. Now M. Couper not 
being excommunicated, had a a Right to Lay. 
Communion ; and it could be no Contempt to 
vouchſafe him the common Beneſit of the 
Faithful, which, I think, will not be deny, 
Again, Aug. 1695, we had the Holy Sacrament; 
when it was Mr. Coupers Lot to have the Acti- 
on. Idid then indeed communicate with him, 
very readily and chearfully, without any the 
leaſt Scruple or Heſitancy. So that the Sum 
Total of my Contempt of Authority, whether 


Civil or Eccleſiaſtick, ſtands on this one ſingle | 


Act of Homage and Devotion, in ſnewing forth 
the Death of our bleſſed Redeemer, according 
to his Command. And muſt this be reputed a 
Crime of ſo deep a Dye, and malignant a Na- 
ture, as to be inexpiable by any thing leſs, than 
the treating of me, as the moſt obnoxious and 
vileſt of all the Paſtors in this Province, and 
making a Sacrifice of my Credit and Charge, 
to the bitter and unchriſtian Reſeatments of 
a Party ! 


A wiſeand And now to ſhut up this Point, I will ven- 


uſeful Po. tyre to uſe a little of my wonted Freedom, witl 
cument to 


zbe Bre- all due fraternal Kindneſs and Reſpect, and 


commend to my Brethrens ſerious Thoughts, 4 
wiſe and ufeful Obſeryation, or Document, 
Out 
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gut of the famous Moraliſt; Magna pars homi- . 
num eſt, que non peccatis iraſcitur, ſed peccantibus. 1. 
Faciet nos moderatiores reſpettus noſtri, fi conſulue- 

rimus nos: nunquid & ipſi aliquid tale admiſimus ? 
Expeditne nobis iſta damnari ? But the Miſchiet 

and the Miſery is, that Men, and perchance, 

we of the Clergy, as much as any, affect and 

ſtudy to be Strangers to our ſelves, verifying 

too well the ingenious Fancy of the witty anci- 

ent Pagan, concerning two Wallets aſſign'd to for. 
each of us, one of which we carry on our 

Backs with our own Faults, and the other we 

keep perpetually in our View, hanging on our 

Breaſts, with the Slips and Follies of our 
Neighbours. Upon this Conceit, an elegant 
Author makes a very juſt Reflection: Hac re Phad.1.,. 
videre noſtra mala non poſſumus : alis ſimul delin- fab. 63, 
quunt, cenſores ſumus. 

Upon the ſecond Article, viz. Supine Negli- Concerning 
gence. The Committee judges, that my Defen- —_— m 
ces exoner me not from Culpable Negligence, in pine Negli- 
omitting Publick Catechiſing for four Years, or bene. 
thereby. This Verdict cann't but be very ſur- 
prying to ſuch as will take the Pains to read the 
Libel, and my Anſwers. I am charg'd with 
Supine Negligence by my Accuſers. The Com- 
mittee Men had not the Confidence to aſperſe 
me with the Guilt of that. And indeed, bleſ- 

{ed be God, the moſt critical Momus, or even 


Malice it ſelf, can upbraid me with no ſuch 
Miſ- 


1 — 2 32 . 4 


of Subſcri- Woe are now come to the Report concernin: 


bing the 
Confeſſion. 
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Miſcarriage. So that, as to this Point, the 
Brethren were conſtrain'd by the Force and 
Evidence of Reaſon, cr by plain Shame, 1 
aſſoil me. Here then to talk of Culpable Negl.. 


gence, is manifeſtly abſurd, ſenſleſs, and im. 


pertinent. I never pretended to vindicate mj 
ſelf from all Kind, or Degrees of Negligence 


And I am perſwaded, there's no intelligent, ſ. 


rious Miniſter in Chriſteadom, but will conf; 
himſelf Culpably Negligent in all the Parts « 
the Paſtoral Office. Had it been, or cou'd i: 
be prov'd, that conſidering my preſent Cir. 
cumſtances, 1 was Supinely Negligent in the Dt: 


ty of treating With, and inſtructing particu]: | 


Perſons (which is the great End of Catech. 
Zing, and the proper Work of a Catechiſt) 
ſay, not for four, but for one Year ; nay, fi 
one Month; nay, for one Week (to deicer! 
no lower) I ſhould not complain of the ſevere! 
Cenſure that might be inflicted on ſuch Deli. 
quents, by the Canons of any Reform'd Churc: 
whatſoever, 


the firſt Inſtance of my Unſoundneſs, or Heters 
doxy, viz. My refuſing to ſubſcribe, the Co 


feſſion of Faith. Here the Committee find: | 
that ſeeing I mas jealous'd of Unſonnartſ: | 
my refuſing to ſubſcribe , except in 4 Gui 


lify d Senſe, gave juſt Ground to heighten “ 
Jealouſy. Now it's plainly imply'd, tha 


| 
: « 
* 


* 
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I was ſuſpected of unſoundneſs, before I was 3 
l requir'd to ſubſcribe. There was then tome 3 
0 Reaſon for ſuch a Jealouſy, or there was none. ing ſuſpect- 

If none, the. Jealouſy was unreaſonable, and ſo n 
. | not to be regarded. If there was, it had been» 
J one wou'd think, very juſt and equitable, that 
the Reaſon ſhould have been made known, and 
. 1 heard upon it. And this not having been 
done, how cou'd there be juſt Ground for 
| heightning a Jealouſy, while it doth not ap- 
-F pear, that there was any Cauſe for their Jea- 
.F louſy? Did I not evidently ſhew, that my re- 
.F fuſing to ſubſcribe could be no juſt ground to 
ſufpect me of unſoundneſs ? Since I gave a ſolid 
;F Reaſon for ſuch a Refuſal, viz, That there was 
| no Law obliging me to ſubſcribe as certainly 
„ there was not in the Year 90, when J was firſt 
1} proſecuted before the Presbytry. Did 1 not The com- 
further plead, that ſo far as I knew, there's yet tee 


eq: A overlook*d 
. no Law binding me to ſubſcribe, unleſs I was what 95 | 
to be aſſum'd into the Government? The Com- 5, fer 


mittee ſeems not to have taken Notice of any 
5 thing of this kind, which looks not very like 
„fir honeſt dealing. And for my offering to 
1 ſubſcride in a qualify'd Senſe, they knew very 
i; well (for I had expreſly declar'd ſo much) I 
did this out of pure reſpect to Peace, and for 
u removing the very leaſt Umbrage of Jealouſy. 
j\.} This they alſo paſs over in Silence. 
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He was 
call'd be- 


fere the 


Committee 
on two ſe- 
veral Days. 


He was in- 
terrogated 
en three 
Points. 
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I was indeed, after long and tireſome Atten. 
dance, calld before the Committee, firſt on 
the 18th, and again on the 19th of June, and 
belabour'd with Query upon Query, with a 
great deal of Fervency and Keennefs, as I waz 
afterward in plain Synod. At my firſt Com- 
pearance, the two Brethren, who appear'd and 
reaſon'd molt with me, were Mr. Hog and 
Mr. Logan, tho' they had been excepted againſt 
by the Gentry of my Pariſh, and were not cho- 
ſen Members of the Committee. This I a little 
reſented to the Moderator in private: Whenc: 
it came, I ſuppoſe, that at my next Compea- 
rance, the two zealous Gentlemen fat ſilent. 

There were three main Points, the Commit 


tee inſiſted on. 1, What is the qualify'd Senſe, þ 


in which | was willing to tubſcribe. My Ar- 
Iwer is not truly and fully repreſented. For 
not only ſaid, I could not now give an exalt At- 
count of the Terms, in which I had condeſcend:i 
eo {ubſeribe;, but withal, 1 told them the rea- 


{vn of this, wiz. Trat 1 had not the Paper abou | 


un, Cont #4111719 0e Terms, ( hich I drew UP, 4 
Geutleman's deftire) and durſt not adventure, 
om my Memory, to relate them, the Matter bein; 


jo nice and delicate, that the very altering a Word 


— — 


migli be of great ANlament. There's not a Syll- | 


bie of any ſuch thing in the Report. I did in- 


Jleed undertake, as the Committee confeſſeth, 


o procure the Paper immediately upon my re- 
1 turn?! 
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turning home. And yet they found my An- 
| ſwer a mere Shift, or Pretence, to gain time. 
| 1 cant, being conſcious of my own Sincerity, 
| but look upon their raſh judging, as a bold 
Violation of Truth, and a plain Breach of Cha- 
rity. However, I took care to recover the 
original Paper of the Terms, I offer'd, together 


with the Letter, written to the Gentleman on 

: that Subject, both which ſhall be produc'd, 

b when calbd for. * * See APP- 
EY There was another thing, at which the Com- 2 
mittee took Offence, as the Report bears. 122 of- 
. had ſaid, That the Brethren themſelves wou'd nor fender 


ſay, it's neceſſary to believe every ſingle Propoſition Cauſe, 
in the Confeſſion, to be a divine Truth. This 
was interpreted to be a Reflection upon the 
Brethren, who had ſibſcrib'd it, and on this 

[ Church, which hath appointed it to be ſo ſub- 

- {crib'd. But how ſuch a Conſtruction can be 


[ put on my Words, I do not ſee. If it be true, 
- that every Propoſition in the Confeſſion is not 
4 neceſſary to be believed, as a divine Truth, then, 
It fure, it cou'd be no Reflection, to affirm, as I 
, did, and ſtill do, that the Brethren wou'd not 
x | ſay the contrary. It's no Diſparagement, [1 
4 ſuppoſe, to embrace the Truth; but a villanous 
1 Baſeneſs, knowingly to contradict it. Now 
1- the Brethren did, and muſt confeſs, that every 
h. Propoſition in the Confeſſion is not a Fundamen- 
e- tal Point, and conſequently, not neceſſary to 
jo be beliey'd. Beſides, why might not the Bre- 


1 thren 


1 
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thren look upon every Propoſition in the 
Confeſſion, as a divine Truth, (tho? not 
Fundamental) and fo liquids ſubſcribe it, 
without judging it neceſſary to be believ'd a; 
ſuch by every Body elſe. Sure they will he a- 
ſham'd to aſſert, that all others are bound to he- 
lieve preciſely what, and as they believe. 
This were the very heighth of Self- conceited- 
neſs, Arrogance and Folly. Common Senſe 
or Reaſon, ſufficiently inſtru& us, that our be- 
lieving or not belicving, ſuch Points to be true, 
or falſe, is no more a ſolid Argument to others, 
for believing, or not believing, as we do, than 
the Belief, or Disbelief of thoſe others, is a 
good Ground for our Belief, or Disbelief. And 
for reflecting on this Church (I ſuppoſe, they 
mean the Oeneral Aſſembly) which hath appoin- 
ted ſuch Subſcriptions, it's evident, ſince I did 
not reflect on any one ſingle Brother, that it 
cann't be imagin'd, I reflected on the whole Bo- 
dy. And beſides, I doubt very much, if the 
General Aſſembly has appointed the Confeſſion 
to be ſubfcrib'd in any ſuch Senſe. And tho'l 


had ſaid, that this Church has err'd, in impo- 


ling Subſcriptions too rigoroully (which I did 
not) it cou'd not be juſtly taken, as a peculiar 
Reflection, too many other Churches having, 
perhaps, exceeded due Bounds, in their Impo- 
fitions, as well as ours. And doth not the 


S 25.55- Confeſſion itſelf plainly teach ns, That the pu- 


reſt Churches are ſubjet both to Mixture and 
Error; 
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Error; and that all Synods and Councils, ſince C. 31.$ 6. 
the Apoſtles times, may err, and many have 

| erred, and that therefore they are not to 

| be made the Rule of Faith, or Practice. And 

hence it ſeems very clear, that our keeneſt Bi- 

gots for the Confeſſion, do contradict, or 

ſwerve from its avow'd Doctrine, while they 

make it the Standard, or publick Teſt, amongſt 

us, of Soundneſs in the Faith. 

2. Whether I believ'd all the Articles in the 
Confeſſion, to be agreeable to the Word of 
God, or if I thought any Propoſition therein 
diſſonant therefrom. My Anſwer, That 1 
thought not my ſelf oblig'd to examine the 
Confeſſion, (being concern'd only about the 
Matter of my Libel) was judg'd by the Com- 
mittee to be a ſhifting, or declining to give a 
Proof of my Soundneſs in the Faith, of which 
the Confeſſion is the publick Teſt in this 
Church, as they affirm'd. And therefore it 
was reſolv'd to ſcrew Subſcription yet higher, 
And ſo I was interrogated. 

3- Whether I wou'd ſubſcribe the Confeſſion 
of Faith, as the Confeſſion of my Faith, in all 
the Heads and Articles of it, and renounce all 
contrary Doctrines and Tenets, or not? I ſtood 
where 1 was before, repreſenting, that my Bu- 
ſineſs was to anſwer my Libel only, which I 
thought contain'd nothing of that Nature. Now 
who may not here remark the Brethrens ſtrange rhe By: 
Fondneſs for that Formulary, and their Arbi-" throne 


Fondne ſs of 
E 3 trary theirGonte/- 


Fon, and 
arbitrary 
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trary Way of preſſing Subſcription to it ? Had 


way of im- Jever ſet my ſelf to diſparage, or decry it, 


poſing it. 


The bigh 
and vain 
Pretences 
of fome. 


— — 
———— ——— 


there might have been ſome Colour for exto). 
ling it, in ſo exorbitant and uncharitable a man- 
ner. But without any Provocation, or juſt 
Ground, they will not allow me (and, by ne. 
ceſſary Conſequence, no Body elſe) to be repu- 
ted Sound in the Chriſtian Faith, or a ſincere 
Proteſtant, if J ſubſcribe not the Confeſſion in 
their Senſe, What ſhall be thought of our Re- 
form'd Church, for above the Space of 80 Years, 
before this Confeſſion was adopted by the 
General Aſſembly, Anno 1647; and for above 
more, before this peremptory manner of im- 
poſing it, was introduc'd by Church-men ? 
Were our Superintendents and Paſtors then all 
unſound in the Chriſtian Faith, or the Princi- 
ples of the Reform'd Religion? Or were all 
the Propoſitions of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion 
judg'd neceſſary to be believ'd, as divine Truths, 
before it was in being? It ſeems, that Confeſ- 
ſion is not in ſo great Vogue among the Reform'd 
abroad; for otherwiſe how has it happen'd, 
that to this Day, (fo far as I have been able to 
diſcover) it hath never been joyn'd and prin- 
ted with the Body, or Harmony of other Pro- 
teſtant Confeſſions? I know not indeed, what 
can be ſaid in this Caſe, but that our Church is 
more wife, zcalous, orthodox and pure, than 
all the Reform'd Churches beſide. A point, I 
think, can ſcarce be modeſtly own'd, and wou'd 

not. 


——_ Me a a> 
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not, I ſuſpect, be very eaſily believ'd ; nay, I 
am ſure, ſuch proud and confident Pretenders 
to be the Standard of Wiſdom and Purity, 
wou'd be laugh'd at, and condemn'd by all the 
more knowing, ſober and judicious Part of 
Chriſtendom. 

And as to my particular, how could the Com- 
mittee, or Synod urge ſuch a Subſcription on 
me, as is neither warranted by an Act of Par- 
liament, nor by any Conſtitution of the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, ſo far as I know ? When Com- 
plaints have been made to ſome grave Presby- 
terian Miniſters, of the Severity and Rigour 
of their Impoſitions, they flatly deny*d there 
was any ſuch Matter, and affirm'd, that no- 
thing was impos'd, but what is contain'd in 
the Act of Parliament. Now it's certain, tho 
thoſe good Men might be ignorant of it, that 
generally both Presbytries and Synods, on all 
occaſions, impoſe and exact above what's ap- 
pointed by any Law of the Land, or act of the 
Church. And by this arbitrary and tyrannical N 
Way of dealing, what a mighty Diſcourage- A 
ment is given to not a few hopeful free Spirits, pofing on 
that might, and would ſerve their Country EP: 
(that ſtands in ſo much need of them) in the 
holy Miniſtry, if they cou'd be admitted upon 
fair and reaſonable Terms! Now our Synods 
Conduck is a ſufficient Evidence, that our Ec- 
cleftaſtick Judicatories, ſtretch their Power 

| E 4 aboye 


gay” 
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ahove Law, as I have affirm'd. Let my Bre- 

thren produce, if they can, an Act of Parlia. 

ment, or a Canon of their Kirk, empowering 

them to require Subſcription to the Confeſſion, 

in thoſe Terms, they preſcrib'd to me. And 

here 1 ſolemnly and ſincerely proteſt, that 
— what I have ſaid, or may further ſay, ſpring; 
to bis Coun not from any Reſentment for the Uſage I have 
9 met withal, but from the Love I bear to my 
Peace of Country, and the paſſionate Deſire I have, to 
the ChureÞ. ee the Breaches of this poor divided Church 
reconcild ; her inveterate Diſtempers cur'd, 

and Truth, Piety and Peace eſtabliſh'd and flou- 

riſhing amongſt us. But I cann't imagine, that 

ever ſuch happy Effects ſhou'd be produc'd, by 

making Human Compoſures the Standard of Or- 
thodoxy, or Soundneſs in the Chriſtian Faith, 

or the Reform'd Religion. I carneſtly intreat, 

that the two Paſſages I have cited out of Biſhop 

See App. Davcnant, and Mr. Howe, concerning Confeſſi- 
9 may be ſeriouſly and impartially weigh'd ; 
venant's and particularly theſe Words of the Latter, 
2 (who, being a Presbyterian, may by them be 
of Confeſi more regarded) — * And that, while we 
wade, be c cok upon an Agreement therein [Schemes, 
ce or Collections of Doctrine] as a ſuſhcient 
Character of one ſound in the Faith, we do 

6 profeſs to reckon every one of the Things 

* therein contain'd (without diſtinguiſhing 
their Importance) neceſſary to that purpoſe. 


Ang 
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And do never intend our Communion ſhal! 

be limited by other Bounds, than an Agree- 
| © ment in thoſe Things for Doctrinals, which 
\ | © we take to be of ſuch import and neceſſity, 

« as without the Belicf whereof a Man cannot 

« hea ſincere Chriſtian ; which certainly can- 
| „not but be a very few, leſs diſputed 
| *© things, &c.” ; 

To confirm this momentous Point, I Will 
here ſubjoin the Teſtimonies of two other ve- CO 
| ry conſiderable Divines; the one, a Defender Judgment. 
| of Prelacy, the other a Diſſenter. “ By the The Keli- 
| “ Religion of Proteſtants, I do not underſtand, Peau 
« faith Mr. Chillingworth, the Doctrine of Lu- « ſafe v, 
© ther, or Calvin, or Melanchthon, nor the Con- 3 

© feſſion of Auguſta, or Gene va, nor the Cate- Lon. 638. 
| « chiſm of Heidelberg, nor the Articles of the 
, | © Church of Exgland (1 preſume he would have 
« added, nor the Confeſſion and Catechiſms of 
* Weſtminſter, had they been then extant) no 
> | © nor the Harmony of Proteſtant Confeſſions ; 
, « but that wherein they all agree, and that 
« which they all ſubſcribe with a greater Har- 
* mony, as a perfect Rule of Faith and Actions, 
z « that is, the Bible. The Bible, I ſay, the 7:- 
. ble only is the Religion of Proteſtants, 
) þ © Whatſoever elſe they believe beſides it, and 
«* the plain, irrefragable, indubitable Conſe- 
s quences of it, well may they hold it as a 
% matter of Opinion, but as matter of Faith 


| 8 and 


ſince it's confeſs'd, that the Interpreters wer 


have heard, that the Confeſſion is the Scriptu:: 
in other Words. But what need is there 


The Conteſſion aftirms the quite contra: 


„ 


« and Religion, neither can they with Cohe- 


e rence to their own Grounds, believe it them. 
&« ſelves, nor require the Belief of it to other; 
*© without moſt high and moſt ſchiſmatical Pre. 
ſumption.” Thus far he. I know that Pez. 
ple are taught by their Guides, to look c. 
the Confeſſion, as an Explication of the Bibl. 
To avoid contending, let it be fo, tho? it is no: 
But ſtill, 1 muſt judge whether it be a tri: 
ſound and good Explication, before I recti: 
it; and I may, and ought to prefer a better, 
meet with any ſuch. And this cannot be deny! 


4 


Lay 


not infallible, and that a few, yea, one (inz! 
Man, may judge righter, than a whole Cos 
cil of Divines. It has been ſaid likewiſe, 3 


other Words? Are the Words of Men's |: 
vention more proper, clear and comprehenſi 
than thoſe of the Holy Ghoſt ? Is not God's choi: 
of Words preferable to Mens? And what! 
the Words of Mens Compoſures, be found oj: 
polite to the Words of Scripture ? This ſi! 
expreſly, tar Faith is counted for Righteouſi 


God's Word tells us, th Chriſt raſted Death 4 
evcry Aun. 
maintain, teaches, that he dicd only for the Eli 
Ja tos Cafe, it will requize, I think, no gre} 


The Contcflion, our Brethrt: 


n. 


dclibe: 
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deliberation, Whether we ſhould uſe God's 
Words, or Mens. 


Let us now hear Mr. Baxter relating a very Baxter's 


remarkable Paſſage, to our purpoſe, in the Ac- 2" 


count he hath given us of his own Life. After Weſtmin— 


he had been prevail'd on to write an Epiſtle, to 


ſter Conſeſ. 
fron and 


be prefix'd to the Works of the Weſtminſter Carechiſms 


Aſſembly, he entruſted it to the Bookſeller 


as 10 the 
Point of 


requiring him to put it in other Men's hands, rmpofirior. 
to publiſh, or ſuppreſs, as they pleas'd, but to 1 
be ſure to print all or none. The Bookſeller Part J. 


got Dr. Manton to put an Epiſtle before the 
Book, who inſerted Mr. Baxter's (not naming, 
bim) in a different Character, into his own, but 
left out a part, which it ſeems was not pleaſing 
to all. The Words left out are theſe ; that 
he hoped the Aſſembly intended not all in that long 
Conſeſſion, and thoſe Catechiſms, to be imposd as 
a Tift of Chriſtian Communion, nor to diſown all 
that ſcrupled any word in it; if they had, I cou'd 
not have commended it for any ſuch uſe, tho? it be 
uſeful for the Inſtruction of Families. This, the 
Reverend Author declares, he thought fit to 
open, leſt he be there miſunderſtood. The 
Judgment of four ſuch Divines (perchance, 
of anyone of them) will be eſteem'd of Weight 
enough, by the Wiſeſt of both ſides, I am 


t to believe, for counterballancing the Senti- 


went of the Committee, or ev'n of the Synod 
itſelt. 


In 


pag. 122. 
Lon 


. 1696. 


6769 


No Cenſure 
pas d on 


* 


un ſaund. 


nels. Power of Free- will, tho” ſome Brethren of th 
Presbytry here, and the Committee at Rircag 


jangl'd more than enough on that Head. 


Concerning 
the Defen 
dant's ha- 


ged his 
Presbyteri- 


eners with 
Yehiſm. 


Folks here an Injury, I will not fail to mak: 


due, juſt and publick Reparation. In the me: 
time, tho' it's thought hard, and I am: 
oblig'd to prove a Negative, yet I will eſlaj! 
ſhew that I have done them no Injury. Nov: 
it be true, that they are Schiſmaticks, I ſupp; 
it will be granted, I have done them no Inj: 
in charging them with Schiſm. Let the Cor: 
mittee then ponder what the Commiſſion of tt 
Kirk ſays in their Seaſonable Admonition. 
withdraw conſtantly and cuſtomarily from Comm 
en with a true Church and Congregation of C. 
Peopie, in 575 public l Worſlup and Ordinances, 7" 
ſound in Doctrine, and pure in Worſhip, who ini; 


Pag. 4. 


In the Report there's no Cenſure paſo d on n; 
the ſec end Anſwers to the ſecond Inſtance of my Unſount. 
Teffance of neſs, viz. Concerning what I taught about t. 


In my Anſwer to the Third Inſtance of C. 
ſoundneſs, I am judg'd by the Committee: 
ving char- have unjuſtly charg'd the Presbyterians in 2 
Pariſh with Schiſm, and to have miſapply'dt 
an Pariſhi- Arguments in the Seaſonable Admonition. It ni 
caſy for the Brethren to ſay fo, and it's as 
for me to deny it: And have I not good re: 
fo to do, till they prove the alledg'd Injuſtia 
And here 1 do ſolemnly promiſe, that as fo: 
as it's made out, that I have done the en 


„ 


po Corruption, Error, or Sin, as Condition of Commu- 
pon, is 4 great Sin (which both Prelatiſts and 
Presbyterians call Schiſm) contrary to clear Scrip- 
ture, a ſtumbling Block to the Weak, a Grief to 
the ſtrong, a Prejudice to their own Souls who do ſs, 
arid provoketh God to blaſt all private Means, 
Prov. XXVili- 9. and hardens the Wicked and Un- 
believing, and ſcareth from the Way of God. But 
the Presbyterians in this Place, did conſtantly 
and cuſtomarily withdraw, &c. Therefore they 
gre guilty of a great Sin, even that of Schiſin. 
$ far as I am capable to judge, there's no mii- 
applying of the Commiſſion's moſt clear and 
certain Propoſition, which ſeems to comprize 
the main Scope and great Deſign of the whole 
Diſcourſe. But now, if things be duly and im- 
partially ſcann'd, I apprehend, it will be found, 


in Effect, that the Brethren themſelves, are he Pre, 


moſt injurious to the poor ſilly People, while 
they juſtify, both by their Doctrine and Pra- 


dice, a Separation, which is as ſcandalous and rens ro the 
door people. 


miſchievous, as it's cauſeleſs and unaccountable. 
It highly then concerns the preſent Guides, to 
reflect on that Word of the Prophet, O my Peo- 
pe, they which lead thee, cauſe thee to err; and in 
time to conſider, how they will anſwer it to 
their own Conſciences, and which is infinitely 
More dreadful, to the God of Peace and Love, 
for their being ſo inſtrumental and inflexibly 
bent, to maintain and propagate a fatal Schiſm, 


0 


(78) 
to the great prejudice of Mens Souls, tot le 
Reproach of the Chriſtian Religion, and tot. u 
obſtructing and defeating the Projects, and E h 
deavours, for commencing and carrying on: n 
moſt neceſſary and excellent Work, The Ne. tl 


mation of Manners. 0 
The Deſen- There's yet one point very remarkable int: u 
— 227 Committees report here, viz. that I my ſelf: | 5, 
Schiſm by guilty of Schiſm, as having made Defe&j:| . it 
4 Fg 6 from the Purity of this Church and her 0-;7þ ut 
pertrnently, Conſtitution, founded upon the Word of O0 of 
and fal and oppos'd my ſelf thereto; in which Defe*, e 


on and Oppoſition I ſt ill continue. This NM 
firſt obzected to me in the Conference, in , ar 
1700. The Committee, it ſeems, has app ot 
and adopted that Notion ; For till 1 fawn in „ 
Report, about a Year after the Conference, | | 
heard no more of any ſuch Charge againſt: a. 
Nay, I had ſome Ground to believe, that thn w 
were Brethren, whom it troubPd, that 1 wh es 


not a Schiſmatick ; as it's ſaid to have afin tl 
others among them, that they had nothing: te 
object againſt my Life and Converſation. He F 
ever, I will not eaſily believe, that any of: D 
Brethren are poſſeſs'd and governed by ſich hi 
Diabolical Spirit. But to return to the Corſi W 


mittee, with their Wiſdoms good leave, i at 

charging me with Schiſm is extcamly Impen f fi 

nent. They have out done my Accuſers ther d. 

felves ; In the Libel there's not the remote n 
Jes. 
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tt | leaſt In ſinuation of any ſuch Crime. And then, 
what they object is as falſe as it is impertinent. I bard 
have been indeed look'd on by ſome as a Schiſ- 
u matick, for joyning in Religious Offices with 
„the Presbyterians 3 (with a fair ſhew, perhaps, 

or ſome colour of Reaſon, tho'I am perſwaded 
+ unjuſtly,) but to be upbraided as guilty of 
':- Schiſm by thoſe, with whom I have, and do 
| ſtill keep Communication, notwithſtanding the 
| utmoſt Diſobligations, is ſuch a ſhameleſs piece 
of Falſhood, Injuſtice and Bigotiſm, as is not 
+ eaſy to be paralleIlld. How hard is my Fate! 
i Muſt Jever be cenſur'd of both ſides , whilſt 1 
am a hearty well-wiſher to the one and the 
„ other, tho' a Stickler for neither? I do herein 
mY rejoyce, yea, and will rejoyce. 
\'# But doth not the Committee prove me to be The Com. 
a schiſmatick. They do indeed offer at ſome- * 
e what like reaſoning here; a Thing ſo rare and to prove 
extraordinary (bare Words and Votes being gehn 
their great Strength and Security) that it's fit tick. 
to be conſider d. Their A. gument put into 
% Form, amounts to this; whoever has made 
Defection from the Purity of this Church and 
ber Original Conſtitution, founded on the 
word of God, and oppos'd himſelf thereto, 
tk and ſtill continues in that Defection and Oppo- 
en fition is guilty of Schiſm ; But Mr. Grame hath 
be done fo ; Therefore, &c. Whether the Com- 
oF mittee intended here to hale in the point of 
let | Church 


* 
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# 2 5 Church Government, I can't ſay. Surely there; 
323 no great Reaſon for their being Fond of that 
nent. Controverſy. They have work enough of that 
The Defen- kind in hand already. For my part I thin; 
an more there ther matter of much greater Im 
concern d re S another r 2 Por- 
for another tance, than wrangling about Models of Ecce. 
_ ſiaſtick Policy; I mean the Art of rectifying 
our Opinions and governing our Paſſions and 


Actions, according to the Laws and Life of ou 


Saviour, and the Dexterity and Care to inſtru* | 
and aſſiſt others to do ſo to. This I take tobe 
the moſt important Buſineſs of every Man, ad 


more eſpecially of Paſtors. I have therefor; 
never much intereſſed my ſelf in the Debates 


The con- bout Church Government. So that now | 


mittee Ar- judge it enough to tell the Committee-Mex, 


fer d :ang that I deny both the Propoſition and Aſſumpt. 


reterted. on of their Argument. But if they reſolve 9 


be Stiffand Opiniatre, as to the Propoſition, 
which is ſo Dark, Confus'd, Ambiguous, an! 
Diſputable, in its ſeveral Turns or Clauſe, | 
am content to let it paſs, provided that the A. 
ſumption be chang'd thus; But the Presbyteri 
ans have made Defection from the Purity «© 
the Church, &c. Therefore, &c. When thej 
have anſwer'd their own Argument, now turn! 
againſt them (which, I apprehend, can harc- 
ly be well done without taking notice of a cer- 
tain Book, that's very unpleaſant, becauſe it 


gives the Brethren a deadly Pinch) my Opt 
nion 


The F. C. 
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nion of many) it will appear, I believe, to be Keferr'd ro 
of no Force againſt me, In the mean time, let, om 
the more ſober, diſcreet and intelligent Men whether the 
of the Presbyterian Party, judge whether their yet 
Brethren, or I, have done moſt for, or againſt Peſendant, 
the Peace of the Church; I, who by my Dif- 2 F 
courſes and Advices, in publick and private, Peace. 
and by my practice and example, backing my 
Doctrine, have ſtudy'd to heal the Schiſm ; or 

they, who have contriv'd and us'd their utmoſt 

Efforts, by all means, to encourage, foment 

and perpetuate it. 

The fourth Inſtance of unſoundneſs relates to en * 
the Covenant, or what I cited out ofa Presby- the Defen- 
terian Pamphlet (Scotland's preſent Duty) on a 
Faſt Day. The Brethren ſeem to have been ror; the Cove- 
in fermento, when they examin'd my Anſwer ro 92 29 
this Point. And we were taught, when 
School-Boys, that Anger ſpreads over the 
mind a Cloud, which intercepts the Beams of 
Truth: Impedit ira animum, ne poſſit cernere ve- 
rum. In Effect the Committee ſtumbles at eye- 
ry Step, and miſtakes in every part of their Le P fg. 

ger cited by 
Cenſure- The Paſſage, I cited, they ſay, is him our 0 
falſe, unjuſt, and groſly Scandalous. But whe- Scot. P i 
ther of the Paſſages aim they at ? For there are . 
two, as may be ſeen in my X Anſwers to the Li- See App» 
bel. To make ſire work then, I ſay there's W 
nothing to the beſt of my underſtanding, falſe 
unjuſt, or in the leaſt Scandalous, in either of 


F the 
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the Paſſages. The Committee adds, that ft, 
a malicions Nie ſtect ion upon the Deſton: of our renomi- 
ed Anceſiors, who were honoured of God to be {1 
ſtrumental to the Reſor mation of this Lande Now, 
for my part, J cannot diſcern the lcaſt Sem. 
blance or Foot-ſtep oſ malicious Reed n npoy 
any Wiſe or Good Man. Whether thoſe An- 
ceſtors of ours were inſtrumental in retormin- 
this Church, or Kingdom, in medio rem nei 
quo. | fear, it will be found, that ſuch a gr 
and noble Work, is ſcarce yet well begun. Bu: 
certainly the more active or ſteady, 2 any Order, 
or Rank of Men have been, in ſetting on fog: 
and advancing a true, uniform Chriſtian Re- 
formation, the more gratetuily and 2.rectionate- 
ly ought their Memory to be celebrated an. 
honoured. At laſt the Committee conclude: 
their Cenſure thus; © that my citing it [ th: 
ſoreſaid Paſſage] upon a Faſt-Day, appoint- 
« ed by the General Kſſembly, for lamentip: 
“ Preach of Covenant, and without contradi®- 
ing it, is really not only an eluting the Ac 
« of the Aſſembhy for humbling for Breach of 
* Covenant, but alſo a wicked, hitter reſe- 
© Qing upon, and aſperſing of the nn 
That] cited ſuch Paſſages on a Faſt -Pay, 
apart, Cc. was ſo fur from elnding or wiftin 
{be Order. for the Religious Obſervance of it, 
hat did cite them on purpoſe, to comply wit! 
Order, and hu. in ſincerit? and ſinaleneß 


A. 
. 
k # 


; 11 


„Af Heart. And here I cannot but admire, why Thechurch's 
Power ex- 
e Committce did not mention the Act of his , 50 


Majeſty's Privy Council, appointing, the Faſt to ſuch 4 

to be obſery'd. For they certainly know, that 2 of 

in this Matter, 1 was abſolutely ſway'd by the it. direct: 

Civil Authority. And if they will judge fairly 2 
and impartially, they muſt ackno wie age, ac- acces ling 
cording to their own Maxims and Practices, that den 
4 mere Act of their Church can lay no proper, rhem/etver. 
direct and immediate Obligation upon thoſe, 

who are not Members of it. In the late times, 

there were ſeveral Presbyterian Miniſters con- 

niv'd at, and tolerated in this Shire; (as | have 

been credibly inform'd) ſuch as the Reverend 

Mr. Greg at Balmer ino; Mr. [Tamilton, at Pitten- 

tem; Mr. Adam, at Anſtruthen; Mr. Forret, 

at Tinnuchar; Mr. Car michel, at Mains; and 

Mr. Melt, at Ninglaſſy. And the fame Favour 

was vouchſafed to others, in other Parts of the 
Kingdom. Now it's very well known, that 

they look'd not on themſelves, as ſubject to the 

Acts and Orders of the then Presbytries, or Sy- 

nods, or of the Biſnops themſelves. Nay, had 

there been a Convocation of the Clergy, the 

Pre<byterjian Miniſters wou'd not have thought 

themſelves intereſſed, or concern'd in the Ca- 

nons, or Conſtitutions thereof. The Brethren 

then, I ſuppoſe, cannot in Reaſon and Equity 

deny that to me, which they claim and aſſume 

to them ſelves. 
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The Peſen- But to return to the Committees Cenſure, | 

dan t 47. n 

i»terels'4 am blam'd for not coutradicting what I cited 

Conduct in] cou'd not, I durſt not contradict, what ſeem 

refererce to 

the ſoreſaid to me true, juſt and inoffenſive, as what I ap. 

Pamphlet. prov'd in thoſe Paſſages undonbtedly is. Wha 
appear'd otherwiſe, I ſtood not to cenſure and 
reject; as when the Author affirms, that the 
Covenant was the higheſt and moſt ſolemn piece 
of Reformation, that ever this Church and N.. 
tion attain'd unto : For it muſt be confeſs, 
that mere Covenantiag, is not Reforming, hy: 
a Step, or Introductory to it. Beſides, this Nu. 
tion's renouncing Popery, and embracing th; 
Proteſtant Religion, was a much higher an 
greater Piece of Reformation, which, I pre. 
ſume, will not be conteſted. For my wicker 
and bitter refecting upon, and aſper ſing of th; 
Covenant, it's a moſt groundleſs Imputation 
if there be no Reflection in the Author's Word: 
| cited, as | am fully perſnaded there is net. 
then I am jure, I cannot be charg'd with rc 
flecting, tor repcating his Words, unleſs what 
was innocent from bis Pen, becomes Crimiz.! 
trom mine, which can be known only to tu 
Searcher or Hearts. And if I did not at a! 


reflect, it's plain I did it not wickedly and bi- 


cerly. 


Concerning But let us ſuppole, that the Author of tie 
ide Anf pamphlet has not been ſo cautious, as he ought, 


of he Pam- 
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nant, have eſcap'd him, that are liable to Mi- 
ſtakes and Miſconſtructions; what is this to 
me? He is abundantly able, I doubt not, to 
anſwer for himſelf. And indeed, ſo far as | 
cou'd learn from his Diſcourſe, he is a very firm 
and reſolute Preshytcrian, and as much for a 
nationally covenanted Work of Reformation as any. Pag. 23. 
So he himſelf expreſly declares. Nor do think 
he can be challeng'd, as a Man too Moderate. 
And tho? there were a {train of more than or- 
dinary Temper, lhope that cou'd not be deem'd 
a Crime, hut rather an emincnt Chriſtian Vir- 
tue, for which he ſhou'd be lov'd and commen- 
ded. Whoever he, and whatever his Diſcourſe 3 cn. 
may be, praiſe or blame-worthy, it cannot but tte and 
ſeem a piece of bold and ſtrange Preſumption Raus 
in our Committee, and Synod too, that they on, in Cen- 
ventur'd to upbraid, really and in effect, no leſy/*rinewbes 
than two General Aſſemblies, with 2 kind ofra! afem- 
Lukewarmneſs, or Indifferency, in © weighty oo DONT 
an Affair. The firſt was ſitting, when the * 
Book was publiſh'd. The other was held the 
next Year: And yet neither of Þ:th has Cen- 
ſur'd, or Condemn'd, either the Pamphlet, or 
the Author. But our grave and learned Synod, 
muſt affect to ſurpaſs General Aſſemblies them- 
ſelves, in Wiſdom and Zeal. Let them then 
be as wiſe and zealous as they Jiſt; yet I hope, 
they will not vote every Point in that Diſcourſe 
F 2 to 
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Nhat the to be naught, or Scandalous. And the Pas 
—— ſages 1 pitch'd upon, I'm confident, muſt ). 
unexceptio held altogether uncxceptionable, viz 7 it t 
ag ; Covenant w.ts a moſt ſerious and awſul Eng.inom 
of the Nativa, to Chriſtiamty and Godlineſ: an; 
that ro renew our Daptiſmal Covenant nationally, 
what no Coriſtian can difclum : And al ſhould |: 


content to % in tis, till we be more unite in 97 


Pag. 17. 


Seuti ments as to Government. 
The ce It has been ſuſpected, that ſome of on 
of 157 944) Church- men's Quarrel with the Author of Sca— 
oa e of lands preſeat Duty, is for ſomewhat elſe, thi 
o the 4-7 his pretended reflecting on the Covenants Me: 
9 5 conjecture, that the Spring of all the Incigu: 
tion and Spire againſt him, is, that he 4 
warmly eſpous'd the Honour and Intereſt o 
our Country in the Affair of Caledonia; that): 
g. 1%, 10 honeftly and ſtontly pleaded on its behalt 
1 and that he fo boldly and ronndly repreſent 
to ſome leading Men among his Brethren, thei 
ime-erving, their Trimming, their Jagglin: 
their Worldly mindedneß, their vain Ambit: 
any and double Actiags, when fo much was 
Stake. 
he next Inſtance of Unſoundneſs, or c 
and Scandal, 1s concernmug Redemprtio! 
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55 here the Committee firſt reduces, What 
have avon'd on this Head, to ſix Articles, eve: 

one of which, I do acknowledge, is to !. 

found in my Anſwers and Defences. And the. 

the 
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they ſet down their Cenſure, which they di- The Com: 
vide into three Branches. — 

From whence (that is, from the Articles I #breefold. 
own and profeſs) it appears, 1. That 1 judge - Bet p 
erroneoufily, that Chriſt died for all to whom ;he Cen ſure 
the Goſpel comes, and that they are bought with 
a Price. Now I profeſs, this is to me 
unintelligible, and ſeems to be contradictory, 
that, by my judging ſuch and ſuch Points to be 
true, it doth appear, or can ever be made to 
appear, that I have judy'd crroncoully or falſly- 
Let the {x Articles be taken one by one, or be 
twiſted and combin'd together; place and trant- 
poſe them, as you pleaſe; Uthink my believing 
and profeſſing them to be true, will never be a 
proper Medium to prove them not to be true. 
What 1 hold to be true, they may, perhaps, 
evince to be falſe. But this muſt be done by 
ſome other reaſon, than by my having judg'd it 
ro be true. And 11 it be the Committees mean- 
ing, that they can prove by ſome good ſolid Ar- 
zument, that | have judg'd erroneoully in the 
point of Redemption, this, 1 confeſs, is calily 
underſtooc : But then, they have expreſS'd their 
mind very injudiciouſly, or darkly and enigma- 
tically. Let us now ſcarch for their Proof: It 
there be any ſuch thing here, it muſt be in this 
Clauſe of the Report; wheres the orthodox Do- 


- 


tine is, that our Lord died in the Room and Place 


' 


the Elect only, and that theſe only are boug he w3th 
F 


+» 


3 
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a Price, who ſhall certainly and infallibly obtain Sal- 
How folid- vation. The Force of this Reaſon, amounts 
ly the Com : 
mittee 1g. Juſt to thus much; Mr. Grame judges errone- 
ſons on this ouſly, that Chriſt died for all to whom the Go. 
Point. : . : . 
ſpel comes, Cc. becauſe his Doctrine IS Not 
Orthodox. And ſo in the laſt Reſult, this is 
their Proof, he judges erroneouſly becauſe he 
judges erroneouſly ; or becauſe he differs from 
his Brethren, who (you muſt not doubt) hold 
the orthodox Doctrine: And is not this a moſt 
clear, ſolid and invincible Way of Reaſoning ? 
Logicians call it, I think, petitio principij, or 
begging of the Queſtion. Here the 79 KA. 
nen, Or Point under Debate, is, whether of 
the two Opinions ought to be held Orthodox. 
Wou'd it not be highly abſurd and ſenſeleſs, for 
me to pretend, that my Opinion is Orthodox, 
becanſe it's oppoſite to what's Hetcrodox ? 
Muſt not then the Committee confeſs, it's no 
leſs againſt Senſe and Reaſon, if they think to 
prove my Judgment Erroneous, becauſe theirs 
71 ine is Orthodox? The only Way to decide the 
IWzy to de- Matter among us Proteſtants, is, to examine 
ae Ls „it by the Scripture, which is the common re- 
2 ceiv'd Rule of all reveal'd Truths, or Ortho- 
doxy. And next, it may be enquir'd, ex 
ſuperabundanti, what have been the Sentiments 
of the great Lights, Guides and Doctors of the 
Church, in ali Ages, about the now controver- 
ted Dogma. 


But 
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But before I proceed further, it's to be noted, The o. 
: l . mittee hatd 
that the Committee hath alter'd the Words of e ang'd the 


the Queſtion. They aſcribe to me this Propo- es of 
1 . 0 / we 
ſition, which I very heartily own, that Chriſt 3 


died for all to whom God ſends the Goſpel. 
And to this they oppoſe another, which they 
call the Orthodox Doctrine, viz. Chriſt died 
in the Room and Place of the Elect only: But 
why did they not ſay, Chriſt died for the Elec 
only ? Or do they make a Difference, betwcen 
Chriſt's dying for us, and dying, ja our Room 
and Place? If the Brethren will grant, that. 
Chriſt died for all (tho' not in the Room and 
Place of all) to whom God ſends the Goſpel, 1 
think the Controverſy is at an End, or turn'd 
into a mere Logomachy. For to die for us, 
and todie in our Room and Place, 1s really one 


and the ſame thing. A leara'd Profeſſor at Gro- Mareſ ap. 
ning, makes uſe of the ſame Diſt inction; Aliud Our Vind. 
eſt pleroſq; noſtrorum largiri, juxta Gomarum, quod 2 Un. 

& nos largimur, poſſe dici, Chriſtum pro ommibiis PS 394 


& ſingulis eſſe mortuum, ſed efficaciter pro ſoli; * 
Elettis ; aliud, Chriſtum loco omnizm & ſmeul rum 
mortem ſubuſſe. D. ll. replies, apertijjime falſum 

. OY . 7 : . — 
eſt, aliud eſſe, Chriſtum pro omnivus & ſingulis eſſe 
mortuum; aliud, Chriſtum loco omnium mortem 
ſubiſſe. Quid enim, quæſo, eſt inter iſta diſerimi- 
ms ! Mortem ſubiſſe, non abnuet credo, idem eſſe 
quod mortuum eſſe. Jam & in hoc negotio, pro 
aliquo idem eſſe, quod alicujus loco, nemo opinor 


( 


(:.90 3 


(qui quidem Socinianus non fuerit ) negabit. . 


ergo eſt, quod Chriſtum, quem pro omnibus morty; 
largitur, purnat tamen, non omnium loco m.. 
Inbufſe ? Profectò Ktrum?q; pariter aut conccelena. 


aut neo undim eft. 


Zhi Prefo- Now to return to the Poiat in hand, I i; 


fotion 


Gift died mult be prov'd by Scripture, that this Props, 
only for PP tion, Chriſt died for the Elect only, or in t, 


Eict, no 


70 be Cn Room und Place of the Elect only, is truc « 
m the orthodox. But 1 dare conſidently affirm, th; 


Scrigture. 
from the Beginning, to the End of the bil 


there's no ſuch thing to be found in plain 4 


751 be expreſs ] } rms; whereas it's evident beyo 
died for all 
27 *I:inty 


2 55 thoſe, to whom God ſends the Goſpel. 


that 1 can as clearly and infallibly prove by! 


Word of God, that Chriſt died for this 


rhat particular Perſon, without Diſt inction,“ 


tween Elect and Reprobate, as 1 can, that 1! 


or that particular Man or Woman, with 


A 


Reſpect to Age, Nation, Quality, Cc. f. 


riſe from the Dead. Who can, or dare v. 
ture co aſſign any individual Perſon of the w. 
Race of Mankind, to whom it might not h:: 


been aid, or a Miniſter of the Goſpel may 


fay, ex certitudine fide:, God ſo lov'd thec, 
he gave las only begotten Son, that if thou belle: 


„% him, thou 25 10! periſh, but have over ll. 
Lite? This is what! believe, profeſs, and h. 


$9131 


Contradiction, that, according to the SCript!!: 
the ve Reg he died for all Men, and conſcquently, for: 


— 


8 


# 


- 


( 91 ) 


taught, concerning the Extent of Chriſt's Death, 
with rcterence to all and every one of thoſe, 
that have been under my Charge. And this ! 
am fully per ſuaded is a divine Truth, according 
to the plain, certain, and conſtant Tenor of 
the Goſpel. And yet, I am tar from taking 
upon me, to judze or condema thoſe, who 
may be of another Mind. 


As for human Authority, whether the Com- Human Te- 


mittee be for Srffragid numeranda, or ponder anda, ſt imonies. 
believe the Advantage will be clearly on my 
lide. I have already inform d them, where, , Dall 


ior one Member of their Committee, which has Avologia 
adverſu⸗ 


embrac'd the rigid Hypotheſis, they may find Spanhem. 


more than ten ancient and modern Divines of Exerc. 
Note and Reputation, who believed and pro- 2 
feſod the quite contrary ; I mean, Dall. Apology | 
aotinſt Spanhem. The Author is eſteem 'd one 
of the moſt learn'd Divines, that ever the Re- 
form'd Church of France enjoy d. And he is 
very weil known to have been a declar d Anti- 
Arminian. And ] do the rather adventure to 
recommend his Book to ſuch of the Brethren, 
as are capable to underſtand it, becauſe he 1s 54% 
one of the French Jriumvirate, that hath em- Salma, 
ploy'd their profound Skill in Ecclckaſtick An- W 
tiquities, on behalf of Presbyterian Govern— 
ment. And if any be diſguſted with the Bulk 
of his Book, let me intreat them to peruſe one 
9! 


Diſſertat. 
de morte 
Chriſti ; 
qua tenus 
ad omnes 
extenda- 
tur, &c, 
Canterb. 
1650. 
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of Davenant s, ſhorter by far, but no leſs ſolid 
and nervous. This Author was famous thro 
all the Reform'd Churches, for his eminent 
Learning, his rare Picty, his Pacifick Temper, 
and his excellent Writing. And I think no fin- 
cere Lover of Truth will reject, or diſrcoa! 
it, out of his Mouth, or from his Pen, becauf 
he was a Biſhop, However, he had the Hy. 
nour to be one of the Fathers of the Synod of 
Dort, who concurr'd in condemning the Arm 
nian Articles. If my Brethren will be at th: 
Pains to diſenthral their Minds from all Preju- 
dices, and attentively read both, or either of 
thoſe Books, I am apt to believe, they will, at 
leaſt, remit a little of their great Fervour, and 
peremptory Dogmaticalneſs, about the Extent 
of Redemption. Bur it they will not duly and 
ſeriouſly conſider what is ſaid againſt, as wel 
as for their Hy potheſis, they can never tho- 
roughly underſtand the Matter, nor judge m- 
partially concerning it. 

But perchance the Committee will incline in 
this Caſe, to have Votes weigh'd rather than 
number d. To gratify them here too, I ſhall 
produce the Teſtimonies of a few Divine, 
whom, I ſuppoſe, they highly value. Nay, | 
am confident, they will take it for no Dtipa- 
ragement, if I ſay, that the Suffrages of t hoſe 
two or three, whom I vouch for me, may be 

laid 


e 
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laid in the Ballance againſt the whole Synod 
pro re nata, at Coupar. 

| begin with the incomparable Mr. Calvin. Ad Matt. 
Multos ponit non difinite pro certo numero, ſed pro IM 
pluribus, quia ſe alis omnibus opponit. Atq, hoc 
ſenſu accipitur, Rom. v. 15. ub; Paulus non de ali- 
qua parte hominum agit, ſed totum humanum genus 
complectitur. 

Sab Multorum nomine non partem mundi tantum Ad Matt. 
deſignat, fed totum genus humanum.. v 

Multos dicit pro omnibus, ſicut ad Rom. v. 15. 44 Hab. 
Certum quidem eſt non omnes ex Chriſti morte fru- ix. 28. 
tum percipere : ſed hoc ideo fit, quia eos impedit ſua 
incredulitas, Many other Teſtimonies might 
be cited out of this Excellent Author. But 
what I have brought may ſuffice, being ſo pat, 
and on Paſſages, that are commonly made uſe 
of to Limit, and confine the Amplitude of Re- 
demption. 

The next Teſtimony ſhall be out of a Book continua 
highly and juſtly valu'd by our Presbyterians, tien of P's 
as appears by the new Edition of it at Edin- 2 
burgh. We find there the Phraſe, taſting Death 9. Lond. 
for every Man, thus explain'd ; “ To render WI 
& Sin remiſſible to all Perſons, and them ſalva- 

« ble, God puniſhing Man's Sin in him, and 
* laying on him the Iniquity of us all, Ja. liii. 
«© 4, 5, C. 1 Joh. ii. 2. And fo God became 
e propitious and pleaſable to all; and if all are 
** not ſay'd by it, it is becauſe they do not re- 

„ pent 
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ce pent and believe in him, 2 Cor. v. 19, 20, 21. 
4 Comp. Joh. x. 15. 


A Diſcourſe The third and laſt Author, ſhall be the F. 


concerning 


the Extent hu, Monſicur Claude, who purchas'd th him— 
of Cbriſt's ſelf immortal Honour, by defending the Pro. 


Death, & c. 
Edin. 
1701. 


P. 32, Cc. 


teſtant Cauſe, with ſo great Learning, Elo— 
quence and Reaſon, againſt the ableſt and po- 
liteſt Catholick Pens in France. I ſhall herd 


ſelect ſome Paſſages out of a ſhort Diſcourſe of 


his, lately printed in our Language. When 
* the Scripture ſays, Chriſt died for all, it 
« cannot ſignify ſimply, that his Death is 9 
« ſuch infinite Value, that it cou'd, if God ß 
ce pleas'd, be extended to all. To underſtan! 
«jt in that Senſe, it might be as well ſaid, that 
<« Chriſt died for Devils. — But the Scripture 
te no where ſays any ſuch thing.—— Its clear, 
ce that the Term for, denotes not a fimple ſuf. 
« cjzency of the Price, but ſome certain Deſti- 
nat ion of that Death, both by God and Jef; 
« Chriſt for all. How can that Paſſage, Ht. 
© ji. 9. That he by the Grace of God, &c. be ex. 
cc plain'd by this Diſtinction. For to ſay, that 
ce the Apoſtle means only, that the Price cf 
4 Chriſt's Death was fo great, that it was ſuft- 
ce cient to expiate the Sins of the whole World, 
c if God had fo plcas'd, is mere Mockery ; for 
© the Apoſtle attributes that Death of Cheri 
© for all unto the Grace of God; whence it fol. 
lors, that there N a 2 re 


( 
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tion of that Death for all; for otherwiſe the 
* « Cigrertality of the Death of Chriſt, would 
not be the Effet of God's Grace. 
” « The Scripture {peaks of a certain Love of P. 39, Ce 
»- Þ « God for Mankind, which Divines call Philan- 
2 | © thropie, by which God put ſome Difference be- 
5- | «< tween Men and Devils; And the Effect of 


c c that Love is, that he hath in ſome manner 
of | + given his Son to Men, whereas he hath en- 
en | + tirely deny'd him to Devils. This is that 


i: # © Love ſpoken of Joh. ili. 16. — Now it's cer- 
of 1 tain, that this Philanthropic — is of much lar- 
ger Extent than Election, and cannot agree 
10 # © with that Hypotheſis, which owns none for 
+ the Objects of Chriſt's Death, any manner 
ro # © of Way, but only the Elect. For if God 
„ © had treated the greateſt Part of Men with 
r the ſame Severity, that he hath treated De- 
„ vils, and that the Death of Chriſt is no 
„more for the one, than the other, then there's 
„ © no place for this Philant hropie, and in vain 
* hath the Scripture revcal 4 it, and attributed 
| toit, the ſending of Chriſt to the World.” — 
of They who follow the Rigor of that Opi- 


| ; P. 41, Cc. 
'L nion, however learnd they may be, arc 
a | much puzzid, when they are ask'd the Rea- 
-r | © fon, why God calls all Men indifferently to 
che Faith of the Goſpel. For, on the one 
of hand, they cannot deny, that the Preaching 
a. of the Word, and external V ocation, which 
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includes a Command to all thoſe, to whom 
it's publiſnd, to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
preſſes that Duty upon them, with the pro- 
miſe, that if they believe, the Death of 
Chriſt ſhall be for them, and procure to them 


the Pardon of Sin and Salvation; — On the | 


other hand, they cannot deny, but that Cz! 
comes from Goa, ev'n as it's addreſſed to per. 
lons, who do not anſwer it. There are 
then theſe two Truths certain; One, that 
many, who. are not Elect, are calld, with 
an Obligation to believe in jeſus Chriſt, and 
to imbrace his Death: The other, that that 
Call, cometh not from Men by Accident, 
becauſe they know not who are Eject, bu: 
it comes from God himſelf, and is made hy 
his Order. There is a Third no lefs certain, 
which is, that ſince God propoſes and offer, 
the Death of his Son to them, that are nc. 
Elect, it muſt in ſome manuer, be defgu' 
for them; otherwiſe thc Ofier would be illi. 
ſory. To fay, what God doth in this, is or. 
ly to render them more inexcuſable, doe: 
not ſatisfy the Argument, but begets gric- 
vous harih Thoughts in Mens Minds, con 
cerning the Conduct ot Cod. — For 61: 
not moſt certain, that, when God offers ti: 


Death of his Sen to Men, he command: 
them to accept of it; he preſles and exhort: 


them to it, by all Confiderations, of thei: 


CC ov. 


cc 


* 


co 


(e 


(97 ) 


* own Salvation? This Call and Command 


cannot beget in the Minds of any, be who 
they will, any other thought but this, that 
that Death is a Remedy, which God, ont 
of his Pity towards them, has provided for 
them, and that he hath deſign'd to beſtow it 
upon them indeed, in Caſe they accept it. 
To ſay then, that it is not ſo, but that God 
offers a Death to them, which is not de- 
ſign'd more for them, than for Devils, and 
which will not at all ſave them, even tho”, 
by an impoſſible Suppoſition, they ſhould 
accept of it. That he offers it to them, I 
ſay, by a Principle of Hatred, on Deſign to 
diſcover more and more their Corruption, 
and aggravate their Condemnation, is truly 
to ſay ſomething ſo ſtraage, that Chriſtian 
Ears cannot well bear. 1 confeſs, that the 
Effect, which the Preaching of the Goſpel 
has upon thoſe Unbelievers, is ſuch, that it 
does but diſcover more and more the great- 
neſs of their Corruption, and aggravates 
their Condemnation : But that is only the 
Conſequent, or Effect that happens ; but it 
cannot be ſaid, that it's the prime and im- 
mediate End that God propoſes ; for the 
prime and immediate End of a Law-giver is 
not, that the Law may be violated, and Ju- 
ſtice thereupon executed ; on the contrary, 
his End is, that the Law may be obſery'd, and 

G «© Mcn 
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Men may live by obſerving it. — God hath Þ| 
ce plainly declar'd, and that with an Oath; 141 
« Tlive, ſaith the Lord, I have no Pleaſure inth | 
Death of the Wicked, but that he turn from bs | 
* Way and Live. There can nothing be ima. 
ce gin'd more contrary to theſe Words, than 
&© to ſay, that the only End God propoſes i; 
« making the Law of Grace to be Preach'd to 
« many, is to give them an Occaſion to diſco- 
ver the greatneſs of their Corruption, an! 
* to render them by chat Means the more in- 
© excuſable, when he ſhall condemn then, 
« This alſo no ways agrees with 1 Tim. li. 4, 5; 
« nor with 2 Pet. iii. 9. and yet leſs wit) 
cc Joh. xii. 47. 

Among the Places of Scripture he cites, n 
prove that Chriſt died for all in general, h; 
remarks and inſiſts on thoſe, from which it | 

P. 71,06, may be evidently comtluded, he thinks, that! 
Jeſus Chriſt died for ſuch, as reje& his Death, 
and conſequently are not of the Number of th: | © 
Elect ; particularly 2 Pet. ii. 1. Heb. vi. 4, & 
Heb. x. 26, & c. on that celebrated Paſſage to 
Titus, The Grace of God that bringeth Salvation ws 

v. 30, &c. to all Men, he reaſons thus, How can the 
« Grace of God he faving to all Men, if the 
“ Death of Chriſt, «which is the Source and 
« Foundation of that Grace, be limited and 
c reſtrain'd in it's firſt Deſtination, to the Eled 


only? I confeſs it's not ſaving unto all 7 
cc 


( 99 ) 


th 4 ſo as actually to ſave them; but it muſt, at 
4 © leaf} (that that Expreſſion may have ſome 
„ | © Truth) render Salyation poſlible unto all, 
„ © ſo as nothing hinders, but their own incre- 
« qulity and Wickedneſs, that it becomes 
« not actually ſaving to them. To the ſame 
« purpoſe, (faith he) are all thoſe Paſſages of 
a « Scripture, which, tho' they bear not the Note 
3. | © of Univerſality, to apply it to the Death of 
| © Jeſus Chriſt, yet they clearly enough imply 
u. | © it, ſuch as 1 Tim. i. 15. Matt. ix. 13. Joh. i. 
m. 4 29. And finally, all thoſe general Propoſiti- 
5 c ons, that are found in Scripture, bearing, 
ith that whoſoever believes ſhall be ſaved. 

He rejects the Fancy of thoſe, who pretend, 2. ;;, &. 
to that becauſe God will have his Election ſecret, | 
te | and the Elect are mingl'd with the Reprobates, 
it | therefore it's neceſſary to preach the Goſpel 
hut do the one and the other: So that when the 
th, | Death of Chriſt is offer'd to Reprobates, it's 
the only by accident. This 1 ſay, he rejecte, 
& <« Firſt, becauſe if it were ſo, we would find 
nh © ſome expreſs Declaration of it in Scripture. 
| © How cov'd it be, that God ſhou'd do ſuch a 
the thing in his wiſe Diſpenſation, to preſerve 
the “ his Election ſecret, and not give Men any 
and ** Notice thereof? And whence is it, that they 
and! © who ſet forth this fo ſtrange Myſtery, and 
leaf “ hard to be comprehended, have it? — Be- 
ten, | © fides, when God acteth by any Diſpenſation 
ſo 3 dp 
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* of Wiſdom, he never contradicteth, ge 
* claſheth with his moral Virtues. Now it; 
certain, if the Death of Chriſt, in it's hg 
* deſtination, were only for the Elect, ang 
belong'd no manner of way to others, God“, 
* ſincerity would be violated, in cauſing it to 
© be offer'd to others than the Elect. Why? 
Becauſe that offer, he makes them, being ta- | 
ken in the common and ordinary Acceptati- 
on of a ſincere Offer, ſuppoſes that the Thing F 
** offer'd, is deſign'd for them; to whom it is a 
offer'd, and that they accepting it, as they 1 
* are commanded, it ſhall actually be theirs, A 
*© But if the Death of Jeſus Chriſt be no more / 
« for them, than for Devils, there can be n» 7 
© ſincerity in the Offer that is made of it to # « 
* them, nor in the Command to accept of it, ce 
*© for that Offer and Command ſuppoſes a falſ- 7 
ce ty, to wit, that nothing hinders that Death 7 
<« from being actually theirs, but their not ac- < 
** cepting it. I ſay this ſuppoſition is falſe, | « 
for belides their accepting, there's wanting, ec 
« the Intention of the Father, who hath not 40 
at all deſign'd that Sacriſice for them, and cc 


« the Intention of the Son, who, in offerins . „ 
« himſelf a Sacrifice, has formally exclude! 60 
© them from being objects of his Death. ” LE; © 


He confirms his Doctrine by an Argument | « 

.wom the order of God's Decrees. For ht 60 

P.97, 7c; expreſly aſlerts, that the ſending of Jeſus Chriff 0 
0 
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to the World, is to be conſider'd, in the Order 

of the divine Decrees, as anterior to the Di- 
ſtinction God made of Men into Elect and Re- 

probate. This, he ſays, he has prov'd in a 
Treatiſe of Election and Reprobation. And 

yet, becauſe it's of the greateſt Importance 

and Deciſive in this Queſtion, he doth here ex- 

plain and eſtabliſh it at ſome length. And in- 

deed he had good ground to fay, that this 

Point is deciſive in the Matter, ſince hereby is 
diſcover'd the grand original Miſtake of the 

rigid Anti- Arminians, and the very Baſis of 

their Syſtem is undermin'd and demoliſh'd- 

And fo our Author might well argue, as he doth, 

* That if the Principle of ſending Jeſus Chriſt P.108,0%. 
** had been, not a common Mercy and Kind- 

« neſs, but a particular Mercy to the Elect; 

not a Philanthropic, but an Flectophilie, as they Such ar 

« ſpeak in the Schools, it's neceſſary to ſay, that — 
©* God offers his Son to them, that are not E- may con- 
„ lect, by a Principle of Hatred, that he hath 0g, 
© againſt them, and that this offer, which he inzbe third 
% makes, is a means which he uſes, for execu- 1 
* ting the Decree of their Reprobation. Works, 
He calls thoſe Perſons to Repentance exter- 8 
nally ; he offers them the Death of his Son, 4 Amf.. 
and invites them to receive it, by hope to 1688. 
find Remiſſion of Sin and Eternal Life in it. 

Now they [the rigid Divines] cannot de. 

ny, but all this, of its own Nature, is 2 
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«© Favour, a Token of Kindneſs and Mercy, 
Neither can they deny, but God goes ſome 
& farther, and gives to thoſe, who are not 
* Elet, many internal Graces of his Holy 
ec Spirit, to wit, great contemplative Know- 
& ledge, ſuch as Judas receiv'd, and many 
« falſe Teachers have had, and many others, 
© who have been eminent Perſons in the Viſ- 
cc ble Church: yea, very conſiderable Begin- 
* nings and Diſpoſitions to true Faith. — 
©* Mean time, they muſt needs ſay, that God 
ce gives all theſe by a Principle of Hatred, an 
& for executing the Decree of Reprobation — 
* which certainly is the Thing in the World, 
© moſt contrary to the Thoughts we ought to 


have of God, according as the Scripture re. 


*c preſents him, and our Religion conceives o 
ce him.” 

Let now our Committee ponder things ma. 
turely, as they ought. I know not if they wil 
a little relent, or rather refolye to anathematir: 
the Tenets, I have deſcrib'd, and put a Brand 
of Infamy on the Names and Memories of thi 
Authors. In the mean time, my Brethren ma 
aſſure themſelves, that I am very well plcas! 


to have a Share in the Fate of fuch Divines, 


and rhat I reckon it no Diſgrace, but an Honour, 
to be condemn'd by Men, who condemn they 
know not whom, nor what. 


2, Tic] 
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2. The Committee ſays, That 1 alledge with- The 
ont any Ground; that this Error was never ob- 
fjefted to any in the Chriſtian Church. They 
ought to have retain'd my own Words, which 
are theſe; What follows is a moſt ſurprizing 
© Inſtance of Scandal and Error, and ſuch as, 
believe, was never objected to any Man in 
* the Chriſtian Church; viz. 1 affirm'd, that 
“ Ehriſt died for all and every one of my Hea- 
* rers, and that the Reaſon why they are not 
cc all fay'd, is, becauſe they fulfil not the 
Condition.“ I hope it's no great Crime to 
be miſtaken (if indeed I am fo) in ſuch a 
Matter of Fact. But if the Committee would 
have ſaid any thing to the Purpoſe, they ſhou'd 
have nam'd ſome one, or other, who was char- 
ged with ſuch a Scandal and Error. Till they 
make it appear, that what I alledg'd is ground- 


leſs, I think 1 may ſtill believe as I did. In . ,,;, 
the mean time, I will Inſtance in one, who was Eccleſ ; 
condemn'd and depos'd, for holding, among _ G. 
other things, their opinion about Chriſt's Death. Cave. pag. 


Lon. "1688+ 


It was Gotteſchalchus, about the middle of the 
ninth Century. 


3. The Report bears, That I am ſo uncharita- 15 ,. 
ble, as to affirm, that none that maintain the Branch. 


Truth, oppoſite to this Error, do read or hear 
the Goſpel without Prejudice. But the Bre- 
thren do not condeſcend where, or when, lut- 
ter'd any ſuch Words. And l do not yet re- 

G 4 member 
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* Favour, a Token of Kindneſs and Mercy, 
Neither can they deny, but God goes ſome 
ce farther, and gives to thoſe, who are not 
% Elet, many internal Graces of his Holy 
c Spirit, to wit, great contemplative Know- 
& ledge, ſuch as Judas receiv'd, and many 
« falſe Teachers have had, and many others, 
© who have been eminent Perſons in the Viſ- 


ce ble Church: yea, very conſiderable Begin- 


* nings and Diſpoſitions to true Faith. — 
Mean time, they muſt needs ſay, that God 
<« gives all theſe by a Principle of Hatred, and 
& for executing the Decree of Reprobation — 
& which certainly is the Thing in the World, 
© moſt contrary to the Thoughts we ought to 
"© have of God, according as the Scripture re- 
*c preſents him, and our Religion conceives o: 
ce him.” 

Let now our Committee ponder things ma- 
turely, as they ought. I know not if they wil 
a little relent, or rather reſolve to anathematirc 
the Tenets, 1 have deſcrib'd, and put a Brand 
of Infamy on the Names and Memories of thc 
Authors. In the mean time, my Brethren ma 
aſſure themſelves, that I am very well plcas' 
to have a Share in the Fate of fuch Divines, 
and that I reckon it no Diſgrace, but an Honour, 
to be condemn'd by Men, who condemn they 
know not whom, nor what, 


2. The 
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2. The Committee ſays, That 1 aledge with- The ſecond 
ont any Ground; that this Error was never ob- . 
jefted to any in the Chriſtian Church. They 

ought to have retain'd my own Words, which 

are theſe; What follows is a moſt ſurprizing 

© Inſtance of Scandal and Error, and ſuch as, 
believe, was never objected to any Man in 

7 * the Chriſtian Church; viz. I affirm'd, that 

. “ Ehriſt died for all and every one of my Hea- 
rers, and that the Reaſon why they are not 

ce all ſav'd, is, becauſe they fulfil not the 

“ Condition.” I hope it's no great Crime to 

be miſtaken (if indeed I am fo) in ſuch a 

Matter of Fact. But if the Committee would 

have ſaid any thing to the Purpoſe, they ſhou'd 

have nam'd ſome one, or other, who was char- 

ged with ſich a Scandal and Error. Till they 

make it appear, that what I alledg'd is ground- 

lefs, I think 1 may ſtill believe as I did. In , gin. 
the mean time, I will Inſtance in one, who was Eccleſcaf. 


condemn'd and depos'd, for holding, among _ _ 


| other things, their opinion about Chriſt's Death. Cave. pag. 
u was Gorreſchalchus, about the middle of the 1 129: 
. ninth Century. 

: 3. The Report bears, That I am ſo unc harita- 15, third 


ble, as to affirm, that none that maintain the Branch. 

Truth, oppoſite to this Error, do read or hear 

' the Goſpel without Prejudice. But the Bre- 

thren do not condeſcend where, or when, Iut- 

ter'd any ſuch Words. And 1 do not yet re- 
W-& member 
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member, nor have lighted on them. Sure | 
am, I do not love to entertain uncharitahic 
Thoughts of any Man living. And really | 
apprehended, that my Brethrens main Quar- 
rel with me was, that I had too much Charity, 
but too little Faith. 
The Com- The Report concerning the laſt Inſtance of 
3 Scandal and Error, as to the Uſe of Forms in 
27 7 Family- Prayers, ſeems to me ridiculouſly tri- 
ſtarce o fling. I cited a Paſſage out of a Book, writ h 
get „Dr. Parrick, adding that I cou'd not conclude 
Forms of the Point better, than with it. But then I ſay 
Prayer in there's no Applauſe ? And what then? Is there 
Families, 4 
any Contradiction here? May not one quote: 
Paſſage, as very pertinent to his purpoſe, with. 
out Applauſe or Commendation ? And what 
tho? I had commended, or applauded the $ay- 
ing of that excellent Doctor, who hath done 
ſo great Service to Religion, by his many 
learn'd, judicious and pious Writings, which 
contribute ſo much to promote the Enowledg: 
of the Scripture, and the Practice of ſolid Chri- 
ſtian Virtue? Muſt I therefore be cenſur'd, 
or ſo much as ſimply blan”d ? Befides, have | 
not expreſly told the Brethren, that if the 
Teſtimony of that worthv Author be offen- 
five to them, it may be expung'd, without the 


leaſt Prejudice to my Cauſc. 


he 


e 


read before the Synod, Parties were call'd in, 
to hear my * Addreſs read, which 1 had put in * See App, 
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The Report concerning my Proceſs being The Defens 
dants Ad- 


dreſs read. 


the Committees Hands, on the 18th, of Func. . 
And Parties bei'ig again remov'd, the Commit- The Com- 
tees Remarks upon the ſaid Addreſs were read, Remarks 
of which 1 can ſay nothing, becauſe the Synod 9 it con- 
has thought fit (upon what prudential and 7 To 
weighty Conſiderations, ſuch as pleaſe may di- 
vine) to conceal them. 

The Synod being met, their Moderator ac- Jun 20. 
quainted the Gentlemen and me, that “ we AS 
« were deſir'd by the Synod, to ſay what we The Gen 
had further to add, before the Synod go on to — 
« a Determination in this Affair,“ as the Mi- Demands, 
nutes bear. Upon this Invitation Sir Alex. 1 
Bruce, as the Mouth of the Gentry crav'd, as I yjration. 
alſo did, that the Report of the Committee 
might be read to us. And J further pleaded, 
that the Synod might be pleas'd to Specify the 
Acts of this, or any other Reform'd Church, 
by which I was to be judg'd. But before our The Snod- 
Demands cou'd he conſider'd, the Synod accor- top Buoy 
ding to a Reſolution taken at the laſt Sede- of the Com- 
runt, proceeded to a Vote upon the Report of —_—_ 25 
the Committee. And ſo the Queſtion was Sta- 
ted thus; Whether the Excerpts of the Committee 
be juſt, and their Judgment concerning the ſeveral 
Articles be right and true. They meant, no 
doubt, whether what the Committee had cuJl'd 


any 
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and pick'd out of my Papers, was really in them, 
and whether their Verdict upon the ſevera! 
Articles was well grounded, or juſt. The 
matter being put to the Vote, Approve, er not ? 

It carry'd unanimouſly, Approve. 
3 Now how true their Excerpts (to uſe their 
on of the own word) were, and how well founded their 
. Judgment concerning the ſeveral Articles, I re- 
implicite. fer to what is above repreſented in my Reviſa) 
of the Report. But whatever the Committees 
Excerpts, or their Verdict, on the ſeveral 
Points, may he in it ſelf, I think it will very 
cvidently appear, that the Synods unanimon; 
Approbation was blind or implicite. For the 
Report conſiſts of Matters of Fact and of Rig, 
As to the former, how cou'd the Synod, with 
underſtanding, Vote unanimouſly the Report 
to be truc, if the Excerpts and my Papers were 
not duly collation'd by every Member of the 
Synod ? Or it every Brother did not diſtin&ly 
remember, how I had treated and expreſs'd the 
ſeveral Articles mention'd in the Report? And 
am very ſure, no ſuch thing can, or will be 
pretended. Beſides, it might, perhaps, be ad- 
ded, that all the Members of the Synod did 
not weFFunderſtand what was propounded in 
my Defences. And then, for the latter, thc 
Point of Right, ſince the Committees judgment 
is grounded upon no Law, nor built upon any 
Reaſon, the Synods Approbation muſt needs be 
53 unred- 
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unreaſonable, or blind and implicite, amount- 

ing juſt to thus much; we think the Commit- 

tee has judg'd right, becauſe it has judg'd 

right, or the Committees Verdict is juſt, be- 

cauſe it is their Verdict. Let any Man of 

Senſe peruſe the Report, and try, if from the 
Beginning to the End of it, he can diſcern any 
Semblance of Reaſon, or ſo much as one Teſti- 

mony of Scripture, or one Act of an Aſſembly 

made uſe of, for ſupporting the Committees 
confident and imperious Dictates. It's there- 

fore moſt plain, that, if there be any thing falſe 

or unjuſt, in the Report, the Synod has voted 

it to be trueand juſt, purely and merely, be- 

cauſe the Committee has judg'd it to be fo. 

Nor do I ſee, how they can clear themſelves, OT, 
but by flying to the Light within them, or to can pretend 
ſome peculiar Inſpiration, and to their Minds 4% il. 
having been irradiated by Seraphic Enthuſiaſtic mination. 
illapſes. Had the Synod begun this Day's work 


with that ſolemn Prayer, for Light and Aſſi- 


ſtance, which was poured out immediately before 
the final Deciſion of the Proceſs, there might, 
perchance, have been ſome fair Pretence for an 
Extraordinary Illumination, enabling them to 
diſcover Truth and Juſtice, without the Exer- 
ciſe of Common Senſe and Right Reaſon. But 
indeed they ſeem to have miſ-tim'd that piece of 
Devotion, neglecting it, when it was moſt ne- 
ceſſary, and then betaking themſclyes to-it, out 

| of 
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of the proper Seaſon. One may then be very 
well aſſurd, that the Synod's Vote was not thc 
Fruit of a Prayer, not yet addreſs'd to the Ay. 
thor and Donor of all Good. 


rhe Syneds In anſwer to the Gentries Demands and mine, | 
1 it was Firſt voted, that the Report of the Com. 


tries ard mittee ſhould not be impartcd to the Gentlemen. 
1 And then, it was likewiſe carry'd by Votes, that 
mon De. the ſaid Report ſhould not be made known to 
ne, - How eaſy was it for the Synod, to 
prevent the Imputation of having procected 
raſhly and fooliſhly in this point, by hearing 
what could be ſaid againſt the Committees ge- 
port, before it was approv'd unanimouſly ? But 


what can be ſaid or done, if Men be obſtinately | 


bent to ſee with the Eyes of others, and ſhut 

Their Anſ. their own ? For my other Requeſt, about con- 
wer to his deſcending on the Laws or Acts, by which | 
peculiar pb ; 
Demaud. Was to be try'd, by a Vote of the Synod, this 
Pag. . Anſwer was given © That they ſhall endeavour 
to build their Sentence, whatever it may be. 

* on ſuch Grounds and Reaſons, from the 

& Word of God, and the Acts of this Church 

(it is like they meant the Word of God, and 

Acts of the Church, but neither the one noi 

the other was mention'd to me) © for which 

they ſhall be anſwerable to their Superiors.” 

tis Serſe Now with the Synods good leave, this Anſwer, 
At I muſt ſay, isa filly tranſparent Shift, a piece 
of mere Mockery, or indced of plain Tyran- 

Ny, 
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y, intimating that they wowd proceed to a 
'" Þ Sentence, without convicting me of the Viola- 
u. tion of the Canons of this, or any other 

Church, and tho* they knew no Act or Con- 
e, ſtitution, by which they cou'd reach me. And 
por being accountable to their Superiors (the 
„General Aſſembly no doubt) they preſum'd, 
chat wou'd be no hard Task; (and yet they 
may be miſtak'n) the Competition being be- 
tween the Name of a Synod, and the Innocency 
of an Epiſcopal Incumbent. 

It will not be improper here to obſerve, that Iftances of 
the Brethren, at leaſt in this Part of the Coun- > 2 EY 
try, bewray a great Averſion, if not a perfect rravening 
Antipathy, againſt being reſtricted by Rules wearer 
and Canons, enacted and preſcrib'd by their 
own Kirk. It cannot be thought very ſtrange 
that they have proceeded Arbitrarily againſt 
me, if they ſlight and deſpiſe expreſs Conſtitu- 
tions of General Aſſemblies, and follow ſingu- 
bar Courſes, without any publick Authentick 
Order from their Superiors. A Committee ot 
a General Aſſembly judg'd, that when the Com- 
munjon is to be celebrated in a Pariſh, one Mi- 
niſter may be employ'd for aſſiſting his Brother. 

f or at moſt Two ; and that he, who cometh to 

aſſiſt, ſhou'd have a ſpecial Care to provide his 

, & own Pariſh, leſt otherwiſe, while he is about to 

e miniſter Comfort to others, his own Flock be 

- | {cit deſtitute of Preaching. The General AC- bi! 
* ſembly 1 


Dire. 
Pag. 11,12. 
Edinb. 
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ſembly approv'd the Judgment of this Commit. 
tee, in all the Articles thereof, and ordain'q 
them to be obſery'd in all time coming. It 
notorious, the Brethren here trample upon the 
Authority of that Aſſembly in their common 
Practice, to the Scandal of Religion, and the 
Grief and Diſturbance of the beſt diſpos'd and 
pious Souls. The Directory for the publick 
Worſhip of God was agreed to, and approy'd, 
in all the Heads thereof, unanimouſly, and 
without a contrary Voice; and it was decreed 
and ordain'd, that it be carefully and uniform 
obſerv'd by all the Miniſters within this King: 
dom, as may be ſeen in the Acts of the Aſſem- 
bly. Now the Directory declares the Read- 


ing of the Word in the Congregation to bez 


Part of the publick Worſhip of God, and one 


Means ſanctify'd by him, for the Edifying of 


his People, that all the Canonical Books of the 
Old aud New Teſtament, ſhall be publickly 


read in the Vulgar Tongue; that it's convyeni- 
ent, that ordinarily one Chapter of each Teſt 


ment be read at every Meeting, and that it 
requiſite, that all the Canonical Books be read 


over in order, that the People may be bettet 


acquainted with the whole Body of the Scrip. 


_ tures. And yet is it not obvious, that the Di- 


rectory, the Appointment of the General AL 


ſembly and the Practice of Presbyterians in tix 


latc Times, are utterly diſregarded at preſent 
10 
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t- In this very important Part of divine Wor- 
d hip ? 
ts And as the Brethren act in direct Oppoſiti- Infances 
de on to, and plain defiance of publick Orders, gala. 
On ſo they ſtand not to take peculiar Ways, with- Ways and 
he out any Countenance or Approbation, from 2 
d Þ the Conſtitutions of their Church, in Matters Allen ance 
ck # of no ſmall Moment. For example, can they te” 
d, produce an Act of any General Aſſembly diſ- 
id charging the uſe of the Lord's Prayer, which, 
ed ſo far as I know, has ever been, and ſtil] is 
used all the Chriſtian World over? Or can they 
g vouch the Authority of this Kirk, in any pub- 
m- # lck Decd, warranting them to lay aſide, in the 
d. Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, the Apoſtles Creed, 
ea as it's commonly call'd, and to ſubſtitute in 
ne its Room, the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, together 
with the larger and ſhorter Catechiſms, to lay 
the nothing of the Solemn League and Covenant, 
kly # which ſome are not aſham'd to add allo ? This 
certainly is a moſt inſolent Piece of Preſumpti- 
ſta· on, to make a new Gate, at which we muſt en- 
iter into the Church of Chriſt, and to deviſe and 
cal impoſe new Terms and Conditions, upon which 
tink we muſt be admitted into the State of Chri- 
rip ſtianity. For ſo far as I have been yet able to 
Di. learn, there's no Church under the Cope of 
A Heaven, (beſides theirs) where conſenting to 
th the Creed, with a Promiſe to live according to 
ent it, is not judg'd ſufficient to give a Right to 

11 Baptiſt. 
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Baptiſm. Whereas now among them, this and 
that Miniſter ſets up his own private Authorj- 
ty, impoſes on Men's Conſciences what he 
pleafes, and in an Affair of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence, divides and ſeparates from the Com- 
munion of the whole Catholick Church on 
Earth. Mean while it's certain, that not one 
of an Hundred ever conſiders the three foreſaid 
Formularies, or is capable to underſtand them . 
which aggravates the Brethrens Arbitrary man- 
ner of dealing, and in effect turns the Engape- 
ments of adult Perſons, and of Parents, or other 
Undertakers for Infants, into a Mock Buſineß, 
or a mere empty and hypocritical Formality, 
Of the -4p- Immediately after the Synods Anſwers to our 
1 D mands, Sir Alex. Bruce, for himſelf, and a 
mens, cat many others, appeald from the Synod to 
the Parliament, and one of the Brethren en- 
tred a Proteſtation (to which the whole Synod 
unanimouſly adher*d)againſt this Deed of their 
| muſt paſs by the Appeal, not being in the 
The Der leaſt concern'd in that Affair. However, | 
tmtere:4 Was pos'd, if J adher'd to it. And I ingenuouſſ 
mi. declard, I had no hand in it. And indeed 
was ſo far from any thought of adhering, that 
when I diſcover'd the Deſign, I endeavour'd to 
diſſuade from the Purſuit thereof. So that 
there was no ground to queſtion me on 
this Point. But no occaſion muſt be left, to 


catch and entrap one, whom my Brethren had 
becs 
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been ſo hotly, and ſo long hunting after. And The $jnols 
here I muſt obſerve, that in the Minutes, there's * 5 
a Word aſcrib'd to me, which it's like the Bre- to bis be- 
thren have miſtak'n. I am ſaid to declare, rhat % 37. 
| was griev'd at the Appeal. 1 was indeed Appeal. 
troubled, or griev'd at the ſtrange Commotion 

that enſued in the Synod upon the preſenting of 

the Appeal. There ſeem'd to be a great Fer- 
mentation rais'd in the Brethrens Breaſts. They 

frown'd and clamour'd, as if they would have 
ſwallow'd up the Appellants. At this I think 

there was reaſon to be troubled, as at an Exceſs 

or Tranſport of Paſſion, manifeſtly contrary to 

the gentleneſs and goodneſs of the Evangelick 

Spirit. But, that Gentlemen took a Courſe, 

which I (who was not ſo capable, as they, to 

judge of ſuch Matters) did notapprove, cou'd 

be no juſt Cauſe of Grief to me. Nor can | 

think the Synod had any ground to be fo exaſ- 
perated, ſince, if the Gentry miſtook their 
Meaſures, they gave the fairer Advantage, to 

run them down with ſtrong reaſons, without 

any daſh or tincture of Indignation and Wrath, 

When I reflect upon this Part of the eager Con- 

teſt, I call to mind, for my own Vindication, 

a Paſſage in the Goſpel, where it is ſaid, that 

our Lord looked round about on them [the Phari- 2 
ſees] with Anger, being griev'd for the Hardneſs Mar. iii. 5. 
Lor blindneſs) of their Hearts. His Example 

will juſtify ones Anger and Grief in ſome Caſes. 
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His chari- Not that 1 would hereby inſinuate, as if 
he, look d on my Brethren to be Phariſees, or Hy- 
Wiſhes and pocrites. Far be it from me to judge fo raſhly 
N what lies out of the rcach and ken of all mere 
the Bre- human Underſtanding. I was indeed ſenſible 
thren. of the Synods Exorbitancies in this, and other 
Inſtances ; but ſtill I charitably belicy'd thei 
Intentions might be upright, and ſo hop'd (as! 
heartily wiſh it) that God would pardon their 
ill Conduct, for the goodneſs of their Meaning, 
Two other There follow next in the Minutes, two other 
Demands Requeſts of mine. 1. That the Synod before they 
of his, . * 
proceeded further, might cenſure ſome Petitions, re- 
flecting on me, as no Goſpel Miniſter. 2. That 
they would let me know, with what Articles they are 
d:ſſuisfyd, that I might give them what further Sa- 
The Synods tisfattion I cou'd. To the firſt it was anſwer, 
a— That they would go on in the Proceſs, before 
they conſider'd my Demand. ] concei v'd their 
Anſwer imply'd ſome kind of Intimation, that 
they intended to do it. And yet I pleadel, 
that they might declare their Purpoſe, to diſ- 
cuſs the Point, relating to my Miniſtry, before 
they came to a final Sentence. And tho? no- 
thing could be obtain'd, I thought it heſt, at 
preſent, to acquieſce and patiently digeſt their 
Ind tothe Obſtinate Refuſal. As to my other Demand, it 
Second. was reſolv'd, That the the Synod would not 
Communicate to me their Committees Remarks, 
yet it ſhould be figmifyd to me with what Ar- 
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ticles the Synod was diſſatisfy'd, and I be al- 
low'd to add, what further I bad to ſay for their 
SatisatF on. ; 

s not this now a ſignal and mighty Act of — rs of 
Condeſcenſion ! To be once more gravely and their un- 
ſolemnly Catechizd before ſo Reverend and 2 1 
Learn'd a Judicatory ! or, as ſome call'd it, to and ſham 
be brought before the Tribunal of the ſacred In- 2 
quiſition! To anſwer preſently and poſitively with him. 
to whatever the Brethren ſhould he pleas'd to 
propoſe ! However, 1 reſolved to diſſemble and 
digeſt, as well as I could, whateyer I met with- 
al. And yet I cannot bur ſtill reſent the Bre- 
threns unworthy and ſham manner of treating 
me. They were content, forſooth, to acquaint 
Ine with what Articles they were diſſatisfy'd. 

But I needed none of their Information, as to 
this Poiat. For I knew (and it was ſpread thro' 


the Town) that they were diſſatisfy'd with 


every Article, and gave out, that the whole Li- 
, bel was prov'd, or confeſs'd. If they would 
: have dealt fairly, they ſhould have acquainted 


me with the Grounds or Reaſons of thejr Diſ- 
ſatisfaction. How could 1 ſatisfy them, who 
were diſſatisfy'd I knew not why ? For ] ſtood 
not convicted of any Tranſgreſſion, that ren- 
derd me-obnoxious to Cenſures, by any Eccle- 
ſiaſtick Canon. And if they wcre angry and diſ- 
ſatisfy'd without reaſon, ſure there was no rea- 
jon I ſhould endeavour to ſatisfy them. And 

H 2 to 
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to this Hour I cannot find, for what they are 
offended, unleſs it be, that I am not of thei; 
Mind. But if this be a juſt Ground of their 
Diſſatisfation with me, I have the very ſamc 
to be diſlatisfy'd with them, who are no more 
of my Mind, than I am of theirs. And ſure, 
they will not pretend, that they are one whit 
more the Standard and Rule of Truth and ju- 
ſtice to me, than Iam to them. They are in- 
dced my Judges hy the Laws of the Land; but 
by the ſame Las they are oblig'd to judge ac- 
cording to Law, and not left to domineer and 
y rannize, according to their Will, Paſſion, 
Humour, or Intereſt. 

But now as to the Points I was pos'd upon, 


ortentt of Contempt of Authority was firſt inſiſted on. 
4uitority. To this, 1 hope, there's enough already ſaid. 


Only here Iremark, that what I added off-hand, 
is not truly repreſented. The main Point is not 
once mentioned, viz. How I pleaded, that Con- 
tempt is an Act of the Mind, which, I ſuppoſe, 
can no more be deny'd, than that common and 
reccivd Word, honor eſt in honorante. And up- 
on this I argu'd, that Contempt of Authority, 
which I abſolutely diſown, could never be fix'd 
upon me, unleſs ſume Law or Act were ſpeci— 
id, declaring what I did to be Contempt, in 
my Circumſtances. 1 was, and am ſtill 1gno- 
rant of any ſuch At or Law. Why did not 
the Synod inform mc ? To admiſter and par- 
take 
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take of the Sacrament, doth not, ſure, natu- 


rally ſignify or import Contempt of Authority. 


It muſt then be defin'd by ſome Law, or Canon, 
in what Caſes it's to be interpreted Contempt. 
To ſpit in another's Face, according to common 
Conſtruction, and the Nature of the thing, 
plainly argues inſolent Contempt, tho” there be 
no Law determining it to be ſo. This cannot 
he pretended, as to my joyning in the Commu- 
nion with Mr. Couper. Beſides, the Brethren 
cannot but know, that it has been declar'd by 
grave and judicious Men of their own Side, that 
a Sentence paſt, clave errante, is Void and Null, 
and no more to be regarded, than if there had 
been no ſuch thing. Let us put the Caſe, that 
Titus, a Miniſter, exemplary for Sanctity of 
Life, in Word and Deed, is depog'd, by a Facti- 
ous Party, for Whoredom, Drunkenneſs, Cur- 


ſing, Cc. without any Evidence, or Proof, 


and notwithſtanding the Sentence, he conti- 
nues to Exerciſe his Office; and then, that his 
Collegue Sempronius ſcruples not, after his won- 
ted manner, to join with him in all the Parts of 
ſolemn religious Worſhip, Let the Brethren 
now ſay, in ſuch a Caſe, if there was any 
Contempt of Authority, eſpecially ſuppoſing 
the Sentence to have been pronounc'd by a Pre- 


late, or a Prelatick Synod, againſt Presbyteri- 


an Miniſters. As to what's added at the End 
of this Paragraph in the Minutes, viz. That 
| 5 had 
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had the Brethren here warn'd me, I would 
probably have taken other Mealures, I do now 
confirm, and further aſſure the Synod, that! 
wou'd certainly have taken other Meaſures, but 


neither deſerted my Station, nor form'd a nes 


Schiſm, nor ceas'd from any of my publick Mi- 
niſtrations. 
[ was next queſtion'd about Culpable Negli— 


in Catechi- gence, concerning which I need not to add one 


ſing. 


Word, to what has been firlt and laſt repreſen— 
ted by me. But yet I cannot forbear to com- 
plain, that the Synod has here moſt diſingenu— 
oully conceal'd and diſguis'd what I propound- 
cd. The true Matter of Fact ſtands thus: 
When it was ſignify'd to me, that all 1 had ſaid 
in my Anſwers, did not, in the Synods Jude- 
ment, free me from Culpable Negligence, in not 
having kept Diets, for publick Examination, 
for about four Years, I repreſented, x. Tha / 
was in the Libel charg'd with Supine Negligence, 
which vaſtly diſfer d from what they call Culpable: 
and therefore, ſince the Synod neither did, 
nor could find me Supinely Negligent, that the; 
muſt abſolve me, as to that Article. 2. That . 
Miniſter could pretend to be free of Culpable Neg. 
ligence, in diſcharging any Part of the Paſtors 
Officc. And here I made a Compariſon betwee! 
a very plain, expreſs, poſitive Command 0j 
our Lord, (viz. to celebrate the Euchariſt) and 
the Method of Catcchizing, which is only © 

Bccle- 


ſuch as the Form and Manner of Catechizing 
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Eccleſiaſtick Inſtitution ; and then urg'd the 
Brethren, with a very common Neglect (among 
themſelves) of the Sacrament, for five, ſix» 
ſeven, nay for ten Years, and more perhaps, 
while they ſo invidiouſly loaded me with the 
Neglect of a Human Ordinance, which yet 1 
did not neglect, but obſerve, ſo far as I was 
able and bound, in my then Circumſtances. 
Now why are not theſe Things recorded in 
the Minutes? Is this to deal bond fide ? It was 
deſignd, it ſeems, to inſinnate, that I diſpa- 
rag'd and ſlighted the Duty of Catechizing ; 
whereas only preferr'd the expreſs Injunction 
of our Lord to a mere Human Conſtitution, 
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is. And indeed I am fo far from undervaluing of he In- 
the Catechetick Work, that 1 look upon it as Per, of 
3 . Catechi- 

a principal Part of the Paſtoral Function; and ng. 

do heartily regret, that a Matter of ſuch Im- 

portance is ſo little underſtood, and fo ill ma- 

nag'd ; and do carneſtly wiſh to ſee our Cate- 

chiſms revis'd, and that the Carechiſts themſelves 

may be better Catechis'd. 3 
On this Occaſion I would, if 1 might with- eee 

out preſumption, tell my Brethren ot a certain la Cor- 

Book, done into Engliſh, out of the French, in 8 : 

which it was writ by the Author, and publiſh'd au jourd 

in Holland, 1699. It's a Treatiſe concerning the N 

Sources of that Corruption, which reigns at this Day Chuetien:, 

among ft Chriſtians. In how great Eſtecm it is, {!9il. Ev. 


A Amit, 
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appears from hence, that in a Year or two, 
there were three Editions of it. Of how ex- 
cellent Uſe the Book may be to all ſerious in- 
telligent Chriſtians, but eſpecially to Paſtors, 
(in this moſt corrupt Age, notwithſtanding a1 
the Noiſe about Reformation) for inſtructing 
them in all the Duties of their Charge, and par- 
ticularly about Catechizing, I will not take up- 
on me to judge. But if the General Aſſembly 
would be pleas'd, after due Examination, to 
procure the Re-printing of the Engliſh Tran- 
% % dhe lation, and to recommend the Book to Magi. 
id bs "ſtrates and all intelligent Maſters of Families, 
General as wellas to Miniſters. I am perſuaded, they 
Aſſembly. 
might do a very good Office to our Country, 
and conciliate a great dcal of Reputation ts 
themſelves. 
re Deſen. Now to return from this Digreſſion, (if it 
£47 ing, be one) to which 1 was incited by a paſſionate 
for the flou- Deſire for the Flouriſhing of pure primitive 
TE A Chriſtianity amongſt us, without thoſe violent 
ty, Heats and helliſh Feuds, which have been bred 
and fomented by our unchriſtian and ſcandalou, 
Conteſt; to return, I ſay, to our Purpoſe, 
In what 3. That the manner of Catechizing is, in a great 
N . Part, to be referr'd to the Diſcretion of the Paſtor. 
xechiſing is Sure, it cannot be thought, my meaning was, 
” *. 4 that it's in a Paſtor's Option, whether to Ca- 
dence of techize, or no. This I only intended, that, 
Fatt. when People withdraw from Ordinances, or 


when 
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when Paſtors, being overcharg'd with their 
Burden, are not able to do every thing, yet 
they ought to ſeek after thoſe, who ſhun them, 
and to inſtruct Perſons, eſpecially young ones, 
from Houſe to Houſe ; and when they are cali'd 
from place. to place, for viſiting the Sick, &c. 
that they ſhould then lay hold on the Oppor- 
tunity of treating perſonally, with as many, 
as they can meet withal, about their Duty and 
their everlaſting Concernments. This has been 
my Care and Practice, which cannot, ] think, 
according to any Eccleſiaſt ick Canon, be reckon'd 
culpable, and far leſs Supine Negligence; and 
will, I hope, be own'd by wiſe Men, as far 
more advantagious to poor People, than the 
rain Shew, Oſtentation, and Parade, that has 
been made, in calling many together, and en- 
tertaining them with ſome dry, inſipid, abſtruſe 
and uſeleſs Queſtions, without one Word about 
the particular moſt important Duties of the 
Chriſtian Life. 


As to the Subſcribing of the Confeſſion, I Of Subſeri- 


was told, that neither my Anſwers to the Li- 
bel, nor to the Committe's Queries, had ſatis- 
fy'd the Synod ; and was then ask*'d what I had 
farther to add. I do very believe, they were 
not ſatisfy'd, and that becauſe it was reſolv'd 
to be diſſatisfy'd, and by all Means to find out 
Pretences, for heightning and fortifying their 
Diſſatisfaction, in Spite of all Reaſon and com- 

mon 
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mon Equity. However, ] intreat all candid 

0 SP impartial} Men to conſider my * Anſwer to 
the Libel, and Reviſal of the Report. But 
here | muſt not paſs by the Synod's pretending, 


that 1 was hound by a Promile to give all rea- 


ſonable Satisfaction, as to the Subſcribing of 
the Confeſſion. Now from hence it appears, 
how lightly they have read, or conſider'd my 
Ia my Ar- Anſwers. The Words aim'd at, are theſe; [/ 
ſwer 10 the there be now any Lam obliging all Incumbents what- 
; 7 ſoe ver to ſubſcribe, I am very willing and hopefi 
1 og after communing with the Brethren of this Pres- 
the Libel. Ty: or any other Learned Men in the Synod, or « 
this Kingdom, to give all reaſonable Satisfallin, 
on the very Principles, we find in the Confe ion it 
felf ? I am ſtill willing and hopeful to make good what 
was undertaben, upon the Terms I offer d. 
Concerning I was next interrogated upon the ſecond In. 
Free wilt ſtance of Unſoundneſs (the Committee thought 
and Grace, 3 : 
fit to wave it) about the Power of unregene- 
rate Men to do what's ſpiritually gond, and 
if there Was any Promiſe of ſaving Grace to 
their Endeavours. It was, and ſtill is matte 
of Aſlotiiſhment to me, why the Men wran- 
gled and quarrelled about they knew not what, 
ee Apr: after 1 had ſo plainly and fully, in ſeveral + Pa 
. 4 pets, aflerted the Neceſſity and Efficacy of the 
| divine Grace; and ſhew'd that Miniſters are 
warranted, by the conſtant Tenor of the Scrip- 
ture, to invite and preſs all their Hearers, to 


obe 
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d obey the Goſpel of our Lord, and to aſſure 
0 thoſe, who comply, of Mercy, Grace and E- 
I cernal Life, for his Sake. Nay further, I of- 
95 fer'd to this very Synod, that I would give di- 
- # ſtint and direct Anſwers to all the Queries of 
t the Committee at Kircaldy, if 1 were put to it. 
S, And indeed I had brought along with me a 
paper for that Effect. But I ſaw very well, See App. 
I that the Synod dreaded more Papers, and would Ny I 
. needs have me to anſwer preſently by Word 
l of Mouth, which I was willing to do, in refe- 
- F 7ence to every Article in the Libel: And for 
other Points, or emergent and incident Queſti- 
, ons, what could be more reaſonable, than to 
give me a new Libel, and aſſign me a competent 
1 Time to make my Defences? 
For my having charg'd the Presbyterians here of char- 

„ with Schiſin, 1 have ſtudied, by diſcuſſing che p e 

Report, to ſatisfy the Synod ; but I know not with 
if I have contented them. In the mean time, Schiſn. 
they muſt pardon me, to put them in mind of a 
notable Inſtance of groſs Partiality. They are 
highly diſpleas'd with me, for labouring to 
heal the Rupture in this Place; and yet they 
wink at a new Breach in it. A very zealous and 
leading Man among the Elders, (and one of 
my Accuſers) openly and boldly oppos'd the 
Admiſſion of Mr. Kemp, the preſent Presbyte- 
tian Miniſter of this Pariſh, and ever ſince, when 
ne officiates, has ſeparated, with ſome others, 
1 from 
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from the publick Worſhip. Behold, how Men 
may be byaſs'd by the Spirit of a Party, and 
how teeming and fertile in Diſorders, the Fa- 

of 1 ctious and Schiſmatical Principles are 
was — What I cited, out of a Pamphlet LScot. pye/, 
—. =_ Duty] about the Covenant, is another Ground 
eouching of Diſſatisfaction to the Synod. For pleaſing 
— them again, they may, if they liſt, conſult my 
Remarks on the Committees Report. But 
withal I muſt be allow'd to tell them rouudly, 
that they have, in the Minutes, father'd on me 
* an impudent Falſhood, viz. my profeſſing, 
= Defen- that if I have followed an evil Guide [| the Au- 
am. thor of the ſaid Pamphlet] I ſhall be wiſer for 
the future, No ſuch Words were uttcred by me, 
no ſuch thing ever entred into my Mind. On 
the contrary, I prefer that Author's Judg- 
ment, as to the Point in Hand, to the Verdict 

of the Synod, at Coupar, pro re nata. 

of the Ex My having extended the Death of Chriſt 
_—_ to all, that hear the Goſpel, was new Mat- 
Death. ter of Offence to the Brethren, notwithſtan- 
ding all I had faid in my Anſwers and Defen- 
ces; to which I will yer again refer, together 
With what is now added on the Report. 
[ did indeed think, as I told the Synod, that | 
would not, any where elſe, haye been chal- 
lenged for ſuch a Point of Doctrine. And I can- 
not but think ſo ſtill, becauſe I conceive, and 
am convinced, that Chriſt commanded his Apo- 
ſtle: 
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ſtles and all his Miniſters to preach it. Nor do 
ſee how the Goſpel can be preached to all Na- 
tions and Perſons, but upon this Suppoſition, 
that he came to be a Saviour to all thoſe, who 
may be called and preſſed to believe in him- 
Now it is certain, and will not, I ſuppoſe, be 
conteſted, that there is not one Soul, to whom 
it may not truly be ſaid, if thou wilt believe in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt thou ſhalt be ſaved ; if 
thou wilt not believe in him thou ſhalt Periſh. 
And ſo it muſt be confeſsed, if Judas had belie- 
ved in Chriſt, he had obtained Pardon and e- 
ternal Life; and if Peter had not believed he 
had been damned. For this is the very Sub- 
ſtance, or Sum of the Goſpel. But then it is 
no leſs certain, that if Chriſt had not died for 
thoſe, to whom ſuch Promiſes and Threatnings 
are propoſed, they could not be ſaved, tho' 
they ſhould believe; nor be damned for not be- 
lieving in him, as their Saviour, who was not 
given by God to fave them. There muſt be 
ſome fundamentum in re, ſome Ground or Rea- 
ſon for the Connexion in ſuch Conditional Pro- 
poſitions, Promiſes and Threatnings, Antece- 
dent to, and independent on, the Performance, 
or Non-Performance of the Condition. And 
what elſe can we conceive that to be, but the 
pactum evangelicum univerſale, the Will and good 
Plcaſure of God, that his Son ſhould give himſelf 
a Ranſom for all, and ſo render Sin remiſſible to 

all 
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all, and them ſalvable? which yet I have exten. 
ded only to ſuch, as are favoured with the 
Light of the Goſpel, without ever venturing to 
pry into the inſcrutable Myſteries of God's Qe- 
conomy towards the reſt of the World. I may 
be miſtaken in Reaſoning thus. But I have the 
Stream of the abkeſt, both Ancient and Modern, 
Divines for mc. s. And beſides, I am very wil- 
ling to he inſtructed, and ready to yield to the 
Force and Evidence of Reaſon, and do again 
profeſs, as I formerly did; errare poſſum, here- 
ticus eſſe nolo. 
Ae To return to the Synod, I was ask'd, if 
miſrepre- Chriſt died as a ſurety in their Place and Room, 
word to whom the Goſpel 1s ſent, and purchas'd Par- 
nut don and Salvation for them? So it's in the Mi- 
adding an 
\ub/tr,5. nutes. But truly there was no ſuch Queſtion 
rg. Propos'd. They have added theſe Words 
(which, I am ſure, were not once mention'd to 


Heb.7. 22, Me) as 4 Surety, Now ſince this Word is only 


once, ſo far as I know, apply'd in the New. 


Teſtament to our Saviour, it ought to hav: 
been us'd as it's there. And then the: Quer) 
muſt have run thus; if Chriſt died as 4 ſurety i 
a better Teſtament [or CovenantJin their Pla. 
ces ccc. And my Anſwer ſhowd have been, 
and ſhall now be, juſt what it was, with thei 
Additions; viz, Chriſt died as a Strety of a bet- 
ter Covenant, in the Room and Stead of all thoſe, 
tor whom he died, and purchas'd Pardon and 

| Sal- 


i, 
Salvation for them conditionally, upon their 


Faith and Repentance. And here, as I have 
noted what the Brethren added, ſo 1 muſt put 


o 


them in Mind what they have Subſtracted, 

\ with no very great appcarance of fair honeſt 5 
dealing. I mean the Conteſt, that was about * — 
a Paſſage, I had cited out of Dr. Twiſſe, who per in the 
1 teaches the very ſame Doctrine for which the . 8 
dynod cenſures me, owning, it as the Judgment 1aſt At. 

N of all our Divines, as well as his own. The bus one. 


Brethren were not a little ſtounded at ſuch a 
ſurprizing Teſtimony ; and it cannot be deny'd, 
F that two of them, the Reverend Mr. Jamiſoy, 
with ſome kind of Modeſty and Diffidence, and 
Mr. Logan with the greateſt Vehemency and 
the higheſt pitch of Confidence, aſſerted (I can- 
not ſay, reaſon'd) that Dr. Twiſe ſays not what 
0 in expreſs Terms he doth ſay. To clear the point, 
as to that Doctor's Sentiment, let us hear the 
Learned and Pious Mr. Baxter, who will bg 
Match enough, and more, I preſume for both 
£ the Brethren, and all the Aid, the Synod could 
afford them. * I owe more, ſaith Mr. Baxter preface ro 
\ 0 Dr. Tmifſes Writings, for my Information bis Confeſs 
4; x ond. 1053 
in thoſe Points, Where many are now offended 
at me for my Judgment, than to any Wri- 


N, hs __ * . 

ir ter in the World, except the Scriptures; in 

A particular, it was he that did ſatisfy me in 

. * the Point of Univerſal Redemption.” And 3 
„again. © : : Pref to hi 
0 again, “ I remembred two, or three Things % Thel 


1. | Dr. Lond 1575, 
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* in Dr. Twiſſe that inclined me to Moderation 
c inthe five Articles. Firſt, that he every wherc 
“ profeſſeth that Chriſt ſo far died for all, a; 
ce to procure them Juſtification and Salvation, 
&© conditionally to be given them, if they be. 
i B.z © lieve” And yet further, © Dr. Twiſſe him. 
* 11. « ſelf, I believe, Twenty, if not Forty times 
© over, in his Works, faith, that Chriſt fo far 
« died for all, as to procure and give them 
Pardon and Salvation, on Condition they 
vill Repent and Believe.“ 
A, And now to ſhut up this Point, and to pre- 
of Ele& vent, if poſſible, all Suſpicion and Cavalling, 
ownd. ] declare as I have done on another Occaſ.on, 
that I own a particular Decree of Election, for 
bringing to Happineſs, by Chriſt Jeſus, a cer- 
tain Number of Mankind, a People given to 
him, to be his ſeed; and that, for this End, 
there is a ſpecial Grace vouchſafed to ſuch Se- 
let ones, by which they are infallibly and ef. 
fectually prevailed with, to comply with the 
Calls and Motions of the Spirit, and to perſe- 
vere unto the End. And this Doctrine, I think, 
ſerves excellently to aſſert the Sovercignty ot 
God, according to the Scriptures; to ſet 
forth the mighty Efficacy of the Sacrifice and 
Interceſlion of our Saviour; and to breed the 
dcepeſt Humility, and the moſt grateful Aﬀe- 
tion in all pious ſincere Souls. And indeed! 


could never digeſt the Sentiment of thoſe, wh? 
ſuſpend 


as FP A. X% 
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ſuſpend the Succeſs and Fruit of Chriſt's Un- 
dertaking, upon the Caprice, the Fickleneſs, 
and Inſtability of Man's Will. 

What tie Synod ſaid about the Paſſage out See this 
of Dr. Patrick, relative to the laſt Inſtance of 2 
Scandal and Error, is Stuff rather to be laugh'd 
at, than anſwer'd. ; 

There remain yet ſeven Queſtions, to com- Some more 
pleat the Synodical Catechiſm, upon which I fes e 
was to beexamin'd, They are all really Fo- tbe Libel, 
reign to the Libel, and therefore I neither did, der d. 
nor do think my ſelf concern'd to regard them, 

But however, I ſhall a little conſider Two or 

Three of the Queries, which may ſeem very 

odd, and not fo proper from a Catechiſt to his 

Scholar. I was then further queſtion'd about a 

Paſſage, I had cited in my Additional Paper, 

Now in e Page referr'd to by the Minutes, page 1. 

there a: © ſeven or eight ſeveral Poſitions : But 

which of them the Synod mean'd, no Body can 

gueſ from their Minutes. What manner of Fair and 

dealing is this? Was I not pos'd upon a certain — 3 

dererminate Paſſage? Are the Brethren (upon ting in the 

more ſeiate and calmer Thoughts) not aſnam'd mes. 

to acquaint Men, that they were diſſatisfy'd on ſo 

ſtrange an Account? I ſhall here tranſcribe The fr 

the Paſſage (which the Moderator expreſly told + e - 

me was that, J had cited out of Calvin) with Paſage of 
. .. Calvin. 

my Reflections upon it; Ecce vocem ad eos diri- Inſt. L. III. 

git, (the Author ſpeaks of God's Way of trea- — 24. 
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ting with Reprobates) ſed ut magis obſurdeſcant ; 


lucem accendit, ſed ut reddantur cæciores; doftri- 


nam profert, ſed qua magis obſtupeſcant ; remedium 
adhibet, ſed ne ſanentur. And then 1 added, 
It's not to be imagin'd, that fo pious, learn'd 
« and excellent a Divine, intended there to re- 
« preſent any thing, but what's the Event of 
ce the Tenders of Mercy, thro' the wilful and 
© obſtinate Impenitence of Unbelievers. It 
* was far from his Mind, I am perſuaded, to 
© aſſert, that our gracious Creator, the Lover 
« of Souls, deſign'd by the Light of the Goſpel, 
« and his carneſt and inſtant Invitation of Men 
ce to Repentance, to render any of them more 
« blind, to harden them in their Sins, and to 
« aggravate their Guilt and Condemnation.” 
This is the Paſſage, about which the Synod de- 
ſir'd Satisfaction, as ro my meaning therein, where- 
in they dtſir d further clearing, as It's expreſs'd in 
the Minutes. And fo I was asK'd, if I judg'd 
that any thing comes to pals, that was not de- 
creed by God? And particularly, if I believ'd, 
that the judicial bliuding and hardning of Men, by 
the preach'd Goſpel, was not deſign d by God, mherc- 
ever it falls out ? My Anſwer was, that 
there's no Judgment, nor Event in the World, 
that God hath not determin'd to effectuate, 
or permit, yet without being the Author of 
Sin; (which is omitted in the Minutes) and 
that he is the Ordercr, the Over- ruler and Dif 
pole: 
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to an eternal peremptory Decree, it's deter- 
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poſer of all Events. Now let all ſober and in- The true 
telligent Men judge, of what Spirit and Prin- 2 
ciples ſuch Divines muſt be, who call for Satis- 23 
faction and Clearing in ſo plain a Caſe. Muſt 11770 ori- 
it not be thought highly Scandalous (to ſay no 397 
worſe) to quarrel with a Brother for ſo inoſſen- 

ſve a Gloſs, upon a Paſſage ſo harſh and fright- 

ful, in the ſtrict literal Senſe ? Wou'd not the 

World be tempted, by ſuch Doctrine, to look 

on the Preaching of the Goſpel, not as a Bleſſing 

or Favour, but the greateſt Curſe, or Plague 

that could befal them? Might not the Miniſters 

thereof be treated, as Men authoriz'd and pri- 

vileg'd to be Cheats, Impoſtors, or Deceivers 

in the Name of the Lord ? As Commiſſion'd by 

him to beſeech and obteſt poor miſerable Sin- 

ners, to repent and be happy, and to aſſure 

them, that their merciful Creator delights not 

in their Ruin, (as he hath ſolemnly ſworn, he 

doth not) while in the mean time, according 


min'd, by ſuch kind Offers and preſſing Solici- 
tations, to blind, harden, ſtupify and damn 
them? Can it be calFd Grace, to offer the Re- 
medy of Chriſt's Blood for healing the Wounds 
of thoſe, to whom it's offer d on purpoſe, that 
they may not be heal'd; yea, and that they 
may be more ſeverely puniſh'a, for reje&ing a 
Remedy, that was never intended for them, 
nor poſſible to be apply'd ? Doth not all this 
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look like the Blaſphemy of charging the God 
of Truth and Faithfulneſs, with Falſhood and 
Hypocriſy ? And how can it be entertain'd and 
digeſted by any ſober Mind, that the Supreme 
Law-giver, and Righteous Judge of the World, 
enacted and publiſnd his Laws, for this very 
End, that Millions of Souls might be eternally 
and intolerably tormented, by violating them: 
Horreſeo referens. If this were Calvin's Do- 
ctrine, how might his Enemies inſult and 
triumph over him, as if it were the neceſſary 


God's mo- Conſequence of his Horrible Decretum. Nor 


2 2 will it mend the Matter, to tell Men of God's 


Arributes Soverciguty. Who believes in God, that will 
ds; deny his almighty, abſoluce, irreſiſtable and 
unaccountable Power? But then it's to be mind- 
ed, how it's agreed among Divines, that no 
Doctrine is to be advanc'd, that makes the Di— 
vine perfections inter fere with one another; as 
in the preſent Caſe, we muſt not exalt his So- 
vereignty, to contradict his Truth, or to ob- 

ſcure and diſparage his Goodneſs. 
The ſecond Another Query was, if I om the Ne- 
2 fu. ceſſty of implanting of a Supernatural Prin- 
ber · natural ciple, in order to the cliciting of Actions ſpi- 
enge: ir good ? This Anſwer is put in my 
Afions, Mouth; That 1 own the Efficacy of Grace ex 
ſua natura, and not from the Event. This is 
juſt to repreſent me talking moſt impertinent]y, 
as it's in the common Proverb ; which Way : 
| London? 
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London? A Poke full of Plums. The Words 
are mine; but the Anſwer is theirs, which 1 
diſclaim and reject. And indeed the Queſtion 
was no leſs needleſs (having been directly an-, BER 
ſwer'd in one of my * Papers) than the Anſwer oy oth 


is abſurd and ſenſeleſs, Art. 6, 2. 
The concluding Query was, if new Obe- The laſt 

dience, as well as Faith, be the Condition of our ee * 

Tuſtification before God ? Occaſion was ta- Condition 

ken for this Queſtion, from the 14th Article of of Fab 

my Paper, concerning the Proceedings of the _ 

Committee at Kircaldy; where I have declar'd + ee App. 

my Judgment very plainly concerning Faith 9 

the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as the ſole and M 

only Cauſe of our being accepted, and accoun- 

ted righteous before God; and of the Neceſſity 

of inherent Holineſs, Obedience to the Go- 

ſpel, &c. For what End, or on what Princi- 

ple, the Synod mov'd this Queſtion, it's hard 

to tell. Sure they intended not to countenance 4 popiſy 

the Scandal, rais'd againſt Proteſtants, viz. Calumny 

That we do not hold the Neceſſity of good — 

Works, in order to Salvation, but truſt whol- 

ly to Faith. I hope they, with all our Divines, 

teach them to he as neceſſary to Salvation, as 

the Papiſts can or have done; but yet humbly 

and truly owning, that no Man can Merit by 

the very beſt of their Performances, which are 

accepted only for the Sake of Chriſt Jeſus. 


13 Nor 
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Nor am I willing to believe, tho“ many do, 

that the Brethren doubt, if the Efficacy of 

Chriſt's Undertaking for us, and the Neceſſity 

of our perſonal Righteouſneſs, be conſiſtent 
together ; and if the one and the other have 

their proper Influence, in obtaining the Re- 

miſſion of our Sins, and the divine Acceptance. 

The Do- Forl take the Doctrine of the Reform'd Church 
arine of to ſtand thus; That our Redemption, Juſtifi- 
the Reſer- | | 
nel Church Cation and Salvation, depend only on our Sa- 
a 01% viour's Righteouſneſs, or his perfect Obedience, 
Fuſtifcs- Active and Paſſive, as the ſole meritorious Cauſe; 
tien. that Man neither had in himſelf, nor did or 
could contribute any thing, which procur d the 
Covenant of Grace from God, or mov'd him 

to contrive, and our Saviour to undertake and 
accompliſh ſo gracious and ſtupendous a Work, 

as is the Way of recovering lapſed Mankind; 

and that theſe great Benefits are confer'd upon 

us, not immediately and abſolutely, but upon 

certain Qualifications and Conditions, Faith, Re- 
pentance and nem Obedience, for the performing 
whereof, we muſt be enabled by the Holy Spi- 

rit, which God giveth to thoſe that ask him, 

for our Saviour's Sake. This, I ſay, is taken 

by me to be the Proteſtant Doctrine, which | 

firmly believe, and have always profeſs'd and 

taught. And indeed I cannot ſee, why there 

ould be any Debate among us about this Point. 

The 
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The Stating of it aright, at the Beginning of of bow 
the Reformation, was judg'd of the greateſt _— 97 * 
importance againſt the Papiſts, who had ſo ma- Diſputes 
ny Ways adulterated and corrupted the Chri- => om 
ſtian Religion. And there was good Ground 

for that celehrated Word of the Bold and Mag- 

nani mous Luther, concerning Juſtification, that 

it was Articulus Stantis & cadentis Eccleſie. But po ny 
if Proteſtants had a Mind to agree, how could contefts 4. 
there he any Conteſt about this Point, all beut it, 
things Material being own'd, tho” perhaps, ſetver —* 
with ſome Difference of Expreſſion? 

Nor is it to be imagin'd, that the Brethren 4 Heolo- 


defign to revive that Bellum Theologicum, which &7cat War 
was manag'd 150 Years ago in Germany, among — 
ſome Divines of the Reform'd Church, de ne- £00dworks. 
ceſſitate bonorum operum ad ſalutem. One main- 

tain'd, that they were neceſſary ; another 
affirm'd, that they were noxious and pernici- v. Ab. 
ous, noxia & pernicioſa ad ſalutem. A Doctrine 3 
that was, as it deſerved, exploded, and look'd ad Ann. 
on as the very Source of Scandals and Villanies. *5 5!» 
The thing moſt to be dreaded (and for which 4 
there's too much reaſon from the Synods Que- mianiſm 10 
ſtion) is, that not a few of the Brethren are be dreaded 
leaven'd with the Antinomian Principles; the 

whole Party, I know, cannot be juſtly charg'd 

on this Score. And Iam ſure, their Predeceſ- , | 1} 
fors reckon'd Antinomianiſm among the groſſeſt claration | 
and moſt capital Errors, Libertiviſm, Socinia- ati. 
14 niſm, the 
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theGeneral niſm, &c. But it's too certain, that the Do- 


; 5 
2 ctrine of Free-Grace and Juſtification, is by too 


1648. many preach'd in ſuch a manner, as encourages 


* carnal, covetous and malicious Profeſſors to 


thren of confide in, and comfort themſelves with the 
— mighty Virtue of a dead and phantaſtick Faith. 
And hence it is, that they more care to be pardon d 

for being bad, than to become good, to uſe the 

Words of a pious, learned and moderate Pres- 
byterian. And upon the whole, 1 will ad ven- 

Ar. Howe. ture to ſay, with that ſame worthy Author, 
The unhap.that Divines, by their Debates and various Scheme, 
4 mo of about Juſtification, have cover'd the plain Goſpe! 
' Way (viz. Repentance towards God, Faith in our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a renewed Heart, an Holy Life) 

with Thorns and Briars, and ſo have net inſtructed, 

but perplex'd and diſtraited, whom they ſhould di- 

Lucie rele. And now, after what I have laid before 
arſwer d. the Brethren, for giving ſome Light to this 
Point, I directly anſwer their Queſtion (out of 
pure brotherly Kindneſs, for intorming them 
a little better, and out of Concernedneſs for 
the Good of Souls committed to their Charge) 
| believe, that there are the ſame Terms of Ju- 
itification and Salvation; that we enter into a 
State of Juſtification, by ſuch a Faith alone, as 
eſſentially includes a hearty purpoſe of new 
Obedience; and that we cann't continue in that 
State, unleſs, according to our Reſolution, we 
bring forth the Fruits of HolineG, or good 
Works | In 
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In recompenſe to my Brethren, for the great The De- 
Pains they have been at, to enlighten and en- 2 
7 5 grateful 
rich my Mind, with ſome of their Notions and Keturn for 
Speculations, I will impart, with unfeign'd -o# wa 
Charity, and ſincere Reſpect, a Leſſon or Pains. 
two, I have learn'd from other Maſters. 
Ad mATazs ave N12 ugh aporws xrhoa mo 
ba eov. B2Aa OE yet; MTUTE == TS 
WmAZ9s CvAnTo ; Ss muy eSα UgTwy 3 devs 
y: Texts wp, empanms hege, ſaith one Greg. Naz. 
one of the greateſt Lights of the Eaſtern 274% 29. 
Church. And *tis certain, if one would be a bo. 1830 
Theologue to any Purpoſe, he muſt aſcend and 
advance by a good Converſation; he muſt pu- 
rify himſelf, that he may enjoy Him, who is 
Purity itſelf, he muſt keep the Commands of 
God, and walk in the Way of his Statutes : For 
Obedience, or Practice, is the very firſt Step 
to Knowledge, or Contemplation. And in 
ſme one Modern Author or other, of no ſmall 
Reputation, both for Parts and Piety, I remem- 
ber to have read this Obſervation 5 Small Abi- 
lities and great Confidence, ordinarily make the 
moſt inconſiderable and ridiculous Creature in Na- 
ture. | 
After the Synod had narrowly pry'd into my 
3 1 An account 
Thoughts, and critically ſifted my Sentiments, f ſeverat 
Words, Actions and Omiſſions, Parties were Veter. 
diſmis'd for a Time, and the Brethren proceed- 
3 * 
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ed to tranſact their Buſineſs, and diſpatch the 


whole Affair by Votes. It was then voted, 


I. Proceed in this Affair, or delay it till ne vt 
Synod ? And reſolv'd to proceed. It's not ſaid, 


How rea- unanimouſly. For it ſeems, there were ſome 


ſonable 4 
Delay had of the Brethren for longer and more matme 


been. Deliberation. And certainly they had ſtrong 


Reaſons on their ſide. My Affair was judgd 


by the Committee at Xircaldy, of great Import, 
and by the Synod at Dumfermline, to be intri- 


cate, thro' many and long Papers, and there- 
fore left by both undecided. And was not the 
Matter ſtill as important and intricate, if not 


more? And what had been the Hazard, or In- 


convenience, to have conſulted the Commiſſion 


of the Kirk, or referr'd the Proceſs to the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly as was deſir'd ? One of the main 
Things laid to my Charge, was Heterodoxy. 
And in this Caſe, grave and judicious Presby- 
terians arc for uſing great Caution, and tell 
their Brethren, that if the Errors objected 
* be not groß, ſtriking at the Vitals of Reli- 
gion, pertinaciouſly ſtuck unto, and induſt ri. 


« ouſly and malicioufly ſpread, with a viſible | 
Overtures & Peſign to corrupt, and are not ſpreadins { 


concerning 


Diſcipline, © among, the People (of which Nature, no- 


- ka thing can be objected againſt me) then Leni- 
Ed. 1696, © tives, Admonitions, Iaſtruttions, and frequent 
Conferences are to be try'd to reclaim, with- 
&« ot catting off : And the Advice of other Pres- 


“ bytrics, 
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« bytries to be ſought, and unleſs the Thing 
« be doing much hurt, Synods and Aſſemblies 
« to be adyis'd with in the Affair. 

2. Whether they ſhould declare, That before 
they come to a final Sentence, they would conſider 
the Reflections caſt upon my Miniſtry, according to a 
former Deſire of mine ? And it was carry'd in 
the Negative. The Minutes informs us not, 
if unanimouſly. 


3- Whether the * Additional Anſwers I gave Foſs 4. 


Pom. 
in the Forenoon, relative to the Articles of the Li- see App, 


bel, were ſatisfying, and did vindicate me from the 
Things objected, or not? And it was unanimouſly 
carry*d in the Negative. It ſeems the Brethren, 
f once diſpleas'd, are not eaſily appeas'd- 
And it's but too too plain, that they are eaſily 
provok'd, as Charity is not. Whether this pro- 
ceeds from the Brethrens Principles, Conſti- 
tution, or ſome other Source, I cannot ſay. But 
| have ſomewhere read an Obſervation, made 


Reformers ; That unskilful People are more apt to 
be angry, than others. Our Synod could be ſa- 
tisfy'd no manner of Way. They quarrell'd 
at every thing, I ſaid. They found, I neither 
thought, nor ſpoke, according to their Stan- 


dard. At this rate, I apprehend, they muſt be 


diſſatisfy'd with all the Reformed Churches 
upon Earth. And while the World laſts, it's 
impoſſible they ſhould hg contented, un leſs they 
5 : allow 


vation of | 


by one of the wiſeſt and mildeſt of the German _ | 


Sed. 11. 


An Obſer - 


Impoſſible | 
to ſatisfy 4 
the ſelf- « | 
conceited 
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allow to others (as both Reaſon and Relipio? | 


require) the ſame Liberty and Right, they 
claim and aſſume to themſelves. In the mean 
time, they may a little reflect on that of the 


Teren. Ad. Elegant Comic Poet; Homine imperito numqua'n 


quicquam injuſtius: Qui niſi quod ipſe fecit, nihul 
rectum putat. 

4+ The Synod having judg'd, That iv ſome of 
my Anſwers to ſome Interrogatories, put to mem 
the Forcuoon, I cvidenc'd Unſoundneſs in the Faith, 
and in others of them, gave no ſatisfying Proof of 
my Soundaeſs in theſe Points, but by renew d decli- 
ning to Anſwer, gave further ground to judge me 
 Unſound, it was put to the Vote, approve, or vt? 


The Defen- And the Aſfirmative Was carry'd, Nemine Con- 
dans wored tradicente. Who may not here deſcry, at the 


very firſt view, the whole Synods marvellous 


cauſe the Subtlety, joyn'd with the moſt profound Solidi- 


ty! 1 evidenc'd Unſoundneſs ; but in what 
Point, or by what Rule, they either knew nor, 
or reſolv'd, that others ſhould not know. 
They ſhould have minded the true and common 
Word, deceptio verjatur in generalibus. And then, 
it there was ſufſicient Evidence of my Unſound- 
ncſs, what nced ot adding, that I gave no ſa- 
tistying Proof of my Soundneſs, but farther 
Ground to judge me Uniſound ? In ſhort, the 
whole amounts to thus much; I was judg'd 
Unſound, becauſe my judgment differ'd from 
theirs, I can ſay tor my felt (and J believe all 

ſaber 
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{ber Men, of whatever Party or Perſuafion_ ; 


Fe will aſſent) that this is a wild Conceit, a mere 
by Dream, contrary both to Senſe and Reaſon- 
. And here I will lay before my Brethren, the 
„I Reflection of a moſt grave and judicious Divine, „ p. og 
„ hoping it may be uſeful to ſome. © It is the germ. 
« grcateſt Oppreſſion and Uſurpation imagina- _ 
of e ble (we commonly, and juſtly I think, call it 
„ } © Tyramn) to allault, or try to overcome the 


„ 1 © Reaſon of another, by any Thing elſe but 
A 1 * Reaſon: And this is the uncharitable Spirit, 
J. „ that ſo eminently diſcovers it ſelf in the 

& Church of Rome. And with the ſame 
Spirit, many that hate Popery enough, are 
„too much leaven'd : I mean thoſe, who ap- 
'* propriate the glorious Names of the Godly, 
« People of God, Orthodox Chriſtians, only 
% to their own — Sed, and reprobate all, 
« that have not arriv'd to the ſame Skill in 


; their — Divinity with themſelves.” N 
5 5- The Synod having conſider'd the whole rhe Fuſtice [ 
5 Heads and Articles above mention'd, together of the Vote | 
with my invective Addreſs, and alſo my refuſing pry 5-3 | 
„again and again to ſubſcribe the Confeſſion, ex- dart. | 
5 cept in a qualified Senſe, which the Synod is no | 
a way in tuto to allow, it was put to the Vote, | 
1 whether I was Cenſurable, or not? And it car— | 
F ried unanimouſly, hat I was. A Vote moſt | 
Ro juſt and reaſonable, beyond all Peradyenturc. ' 
y For I never knew any Man, that was not ccn- 


{rrable 
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ſurable: Nor is there, I ſuppoſe, one ſo inno- 
cent Perſon in the whole World, if he be not 
quite a Stranger to the Laws of God, and to 


himſelf, but will readily and fincerely confeſs, | 


that he deſerves to be cenſur'd. So that this 

Vote reaches every Miniſter in the Synod, and 

all Chriſtendom over. And yet I cann't approve 

ad the Grounds of the Vote. The whole Heads 
of the le and Articles are made one Reaſon for judging 
vrfderd. me Cenſurable. Now, if there be but one 
point, where Jam in the Right, the Synod 

muſt here be in the Wrong. And it muſt be 
wonderfully ſtrange, if, in not ſo much as one 

Article, I have ever hit upon the Truth, and 

the Synod hath never milled it in any. Then the 
ee in vcctiveneſs of my Addreſs is another Ground, 
dur A. To Addreſs, being a thing fo common, faſhio- 
8 Ne ” nable and modiſh, cann't, I think, be blam'd. 
ved i. Nordol ſee, why my Addreſs ſhou'd be calPd 
iubective, without ſpecifying why, or in what 

it is ſo. I have peruſed, ponder'd and exa- 

min'd it again and again, and cann't imagine, 

what poſlibly hath given offence, unleſs it be, 

that J tonch'd (and that very tenderly too) up- 

on redreſſing what abuſes may be charg'd on the 
Brethren themſelves, and mention'd that com- 

mon Axiom, ex Malis moribus oriuntur bone leges. 

If this be the Crime, J can juſtify my ſelt by 
publick authentick Deeds of their own Kirk. 

n e the Brethren then conſolt, the Exuor mite, 


N 
16. 5 an 
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1d Corruptions, obſerved to be in the Miniſtry, as 
they are particularly reckon'd in Miniſters Lives, 


Mt 

% and in their Callings, together with the Remedies 

I thereof, by one of their Aſſemblies, which re- 
ers to an Act of another Aſſembly above 100, 7” 1 . 


4 JVears ago, that was reviv'd by the moſt famous 

A of all their Aſſemblies in the late times. Now _ Om" 

tis very remarkable, how in that ancient Aſ- 

ſembly, after © they had rcaſon'd and agreed 

© on the Defections in the Miniſtry, Corrup- 

4 1 fions in their Office, and in their Lives and 

* Perſons, it was thought neceſſary they be 

«* humbled (Since by Gods Grace they intended 

1 Þ © Reformation) for wanting ſuch care, as be- 

came in ſuch Points; and that ſome Zexlous 

and Godly Brethren in Dectrive, lay them 

© out for their better Humiliation ; and that 

| {| © they make a folemn Promiſe before the Ma- 

1 | © jeſty of God, and make a new Covenant 

+ Þ © with him, for a more careful and reverent 

© Diſcharge of their Miniſtry. And tor this 

| « Effect Mr. John Davidſon was choſen, and a 

| Meeting appointed in the new Kirk———— 

„ g whereunto none was to reſort but the Mini- 

n * ſtry.” We of this Generation, I preſume, 

. have no reaſon to look on our ſelves, as more 

: Wiſe and Virtuous, than our Fore-Fathers 

And ſurely, the more blameleſs we are in 

our Conduct, and the more eminent in all true | 

ſolid Goodneſs, we may with the greater Fre2- | 
| dom 


j 
, 
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dom admoniſh, and hope with the better Suc- 
ceſs to reduce Sinners. At leaſt, by this means, 


we of the Clergy ſhall be able to ſtop the 
Mouths of many, who are ready to reproach 
us, as very ſtrict and ſevere to Others, but ex- 


ceeding Gentle and indulgent to our Selves. 


Reſuſing to And for my refuſing again and again to ſub- 


ſubſeribe, 


no groundof ſcribe the Confeſſion, that can never render me 
cenſure. cenſurable, if there be no Law binding me to ſuh- | 
ſcribe, as I believe there is not. An hunJred 


Refuſals will not make a Fault, if there was 


and could be none in the Firſt. As to the Sy- 


nod's not being, in tuto to allow Subſcription in 


a qualified Senſe, yet I conceive, there was no 


danger, it they had urg'd no Subſcription at 
all. What penalty incurr'd they for ſuch an 
Te sor Omiſſion ever ſince 1693. And tho” the Mat- 
might ſaſe ter had been brought to my making an offer, 
ee actually to ſubſcribe before the Synod, in a 
Subſcript i- qualified Senſe, (as indeed, they know, it was 
18 not) yet, in my Opinion it will not be eaſy to 
ſhow, how it was ſafe to impoſe more than the 
Law requir'd, and not ſafe to admit of Ich. 
The beſt way I know, for unravelling this 
Myſtery, is frankly to avow, that it's left to 
the Brethrens Will and Option, to do as they 
liſt. 
Abour the The next Clauſe in the Minutes, viz. There- 
ſtating of after it was put to (we Vote, Suſpend, or depoſe, 18 


_ _ very hard to be underſtood. It may fecm to be 


A 
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an Inference from my having been voted Cenſu- 
rale. But that is ſcarce credible. For at ſuch 
is, a rate of Reaſoning, not one of themſelves 
he could eſce pe. Mr. Grame is cenſurable, there- 
ch fore he ought to be ſuſpended or depoſed. If 
the Conſequence be good there, then it muſt be 
o here too: All the Miniſters of the Synod are 
b- F Cenſurable, therefore they ought to be ſiſpen- 
ne F ded, or depoied. A Man, I think, might un- 
b- dertake to maintain, againſt the whole Synod 
of Conpar, pro re nata, that there's a juſt and 
exact parity of Reaſon, in ſuch a way of argu- 
ing, without running any risk ot his Credit, 
or being look'd on as a Confident and daring 
"0 Fellow. I am apt then to believe the Os 


of the foreſaid obſcure Clauſe to be. 1. That The Synody 
an my Errors and other Miſcarriages were ſo * 
of heinous, as to deſerve Suſpenſion, or Depoſiti- point gueſ- 
er, on, while the Brethrens Miſtakes and Faults e dt. 
fs (Sure, they neither can nor will plead Exem- 
tion from either) are but mere Peccadills's, or 
o unavoidable, and therefore venial Slips. 2. That 
be it was immediately reſolvd, The Vote ſhowd 
5 be, Suſpend, or Depoſe. For it's evident by the 
ils Sequel, it was not then put to the Vote, tho? 
1 the Minutes bear expreſly, but falſly, that it 
0 


was, So far as I can comprehend, the Matter 
was order'd thus ; The Synod unanimouſly a- 
greed, and poſitively determin'd, that I ſhould 
be be ſilenc'd by Suſpenſion, or Depoſition, and 
= K when 
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when they had advanc'd a Step or Two, that it 
Yhcir Ar. ſhould be formally voted, Suſpend, or Depoſe 


bitrary Se- Mr. Grame? And was there no Mean between 
et. theſe Extremes? Why might not a fraternal 
Admonition, an authoritative Reprimand, a 
ſharp Synodical Rebuke have ſerv'd the Turn: 
Ought not, at leaſt, the Synod to have ſhew'd, 
that they were indiſpenſably oblig'd by the 
Laws of the Land, or the Canons of the 
Church, to proceed ſo vigorouſly againſt my 
Delinquencies? 
The Defen- And now Parties being call'd in, it was inti- 
dant's Pro mated to me, that the Synod, according to 
teſt at ion 4 
gain the their Vote, would not declare, whether they 
Synod, intended to conlider the Reflections upon my 
Miniſtry, which 1 had complain'd of, before 
they came to a final Sentence. This 1 took, as 
had reaſon, to be a flat refuſing to do me Ju- 
ſt ice; and therefore proteſted in manner fol- 
lowing, as it's recorded in the Minutes: © It's 
© not without ſome Reluctancy, that 1 do ſo 
much as think of taking any Step, that might 
« oftcend the Synod ; but the Care I am oblig'd 
* to take, for vindicating the Credit of my 
“ Miniſtry, drives me to enter a Proteſtation ; 
«© and 1do proteſt for Remedy againſt the Ini- 
* quity and Partiality of the Synod, in refuſing 
« g irecthy and expreſly to own me as a Goſpel 
« Miniſter, and to condemn, in plain Terms, 
© the molt falſe, uncharitable, and ſcandalons 
| „ Aſpcre 
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£ Aſperſions, caſt upon my Miniſtry, by Peti- 
tions, hoth-to the Presbytry of Dumfermline, 
« and to the Synod.” And upon this 1 took 
Inſtruments. 

The Synod's next Step was, to invite us to concerning 
hear their Prayer for Light and Direction, be- their Pra- 
fore they proceeded to a further Deciſion. Aach be. 
Mr. F. Principal of the new College in St. An- fore he 

e . Sentence. 

drews was pitch'd upon, to perform that Piece 

of Devotion. Tho' Iwill not venture to deſcant 

upon ſo nice a Point, yet it may be ſafely ſaid, 
whatever Piety there might be, that there was 

but little Prudence in the Brethrens Conduct. 

For Religion's Sa ke, and their own too, Icould 

have wiſh'd, their Prayer had been with Doors 

mut, and as private, as their Votes were. 

They ſeem not to have been aware, what Scan- 

dal was given to thoſe, who were call'd to be 
Witneſſes. Nor was it, I believe, remembred, 

how their Party charg'd ſome of the Clergy, 

under the late Government, with turning Pra- 

yer into a piece of Pageantry, in reference to 

the Congee d Eſlire's; and much leſs was it 
minded, how they expos'd themſelves, to be 
twitted in the Teeth moſt juſtly, with what we 

have in one of our common School-Books : Que 

culpare ſoles, ea tu ne ſeceris ipſe : Turpe eſt Docto- 

ri, cum culpa redarguit ipſum. Or with that, 

much to the ſame Purpoſe, out of a moſt inge- 

nious Heathen Poet 3 Sic agitur cenſura, & ſic gd L 6, 
K 2 cr em- 
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exempla parantur. Cum judex, alios quod monet, 


ipſe facit. 
P. 10. 6. And now we are come to the ſixth and 


ſinal Vote. Parties being remov'd, the Roll 


was call'd, and as it had been reſfoly'd, it was 


Voted, Suſpend, or Depoſe? And paſs'd, Depoſc. 
The Synodi» And therefore the Synod did Simpliciter depoſe me 


cat Sen from al! Exerciſe of the miniſterial Office in the Pa- 


Fence. 


riſh of Dumfermline, or elſewhere : And that 


becauſe of the dangerous Errors, and other Miſcar- 
riages, which they have found in the Exerciſe of 


my miniſterial Function. And then Mr. Charteris, | 


(tho” abſent) Miniſter of Enerkethin, was ap- 
pointed to intimate the Sentence of Depoſition 


againſt me, from the Pulpit of Dumfermline in 
Diſenters due Form. Now it's here plain, that there 


in the & were Diſſenters in the Synod. For tho' it was 
_ unanimouſly agreed, that my Mouth ſhould be 


ſtopt, yet ſome, it ſeems, were only for Suſpen- 


ſion, but the Plurality for Depoſition. However, 
it doth not appear, that any one urę'd, his 
Diſſent might be mark'd in the Regiſter, or 
Proteſted, if that was refus'd, as is allow'a bj 
"ou Se]. the Act of an Aſſembly. This would have 


been to act too moderately, in Fayour of a Man 
The Defen. of my Principles. As for the Sentence, I am 


dant bla- 


med for not ſo much concern'd to impugn it, (and in- 


ſubmitting deed I need not) as to defend my ſet againſt 
the Obloquy caſt upon me, by very intelligent 
and judicious Men, for my regarding of what's 

ſo 


to the Seu- 
bence. 
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et, Y & manifeſtly againſt the common, univerſal and 
I cſential Forms of Law and Equity. All I in- 

nd tend to fay for my own Vindication, as to this 
oll Point, is, that I do not repent of my Submiſſi- 
vas on, but ſincerely profeſs, tho? there had been 
o/c, Jin the Synods Deciſion, an higher Degree of 
me {} Weaknels, Ignorance, Folly, Partiality, Iniqui- 
Pa- ty and Tyranny (cou'd it poſſibly have happen'd 
hat to be ſo) I would notwithſtanding, have com- 
ar- ply'd and yielded, as] did. 

of F Upon Intimation of the Sentence to me, I 
rie, } diQtated an Appeal, which the Clerk has faith- 
ap- filly recorded, as follows: © I do appeal from 
lon * the Sentence of Depoſition paſs'd againſt me, 


in Þ} © by the Synod, pro re nata, at Coupar, this xy, pefer. 
cr? } © twentieth Day yf June, 170r, to the Gene- dens Ab. 
vas | © ral Aſſembly to ſit at Edinburgh in March 170 % 2 
be “ Becauſe having pleaded, that the Synod Armbly. 
den- might condeſcend on the AQs, on which the 

er, Y © Libel is pretended to be founded, and ac- 

his Y © cording to which I was to be try'd, and 

or F © they were to proceed and determine; and in 

by Y © Caſe the Synod had no Inclination, or Clear- 

ave } © neſs to grant, what ſeems ſo juſt and reaſo- 

nable in it ſelt, and fo fit and proper for 

am Y © vindicating themſelyes from all Suſpicion of 

in- F © being reſolv'd to act Arbitrarily, Lintreated, 

nſt « that they might be pleas'd to conſult the 

ent Y Commiſſion of the Church, as is uſual and 

at's Y © allow'd in ſuch Caſes: Yet theſe my juſt Re- 


© | R-3--, & queſts 
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** queſts, which have ſo viſible a Tendency for ; 
© the Peace of the Pariſh of Dumfermline, and f 

« for ſilenſing all Complaints there, were ut- 

* terly rejected, notwithſtanding my utmoſt | 

* Care to pay all due Reſpect to the Synod, ©. 
and to avoid all Semblance of Provocation | 

and Offence, and notwithſtanding 1 had en- 
* deavour'd, to make it evidently appear, 
there was no juſt Ground, for inflicting any 
Eccleſiaſtick Cenſure on me, upon the account 
of my Conduct, Doctrine, or Diligence. In 
the mean time, I reſerve to my ſelf Power, 
« to add what other Reaſons, I may judge fit 
« and proper. And I proteſt, that the fore- 
& ſaid Sentence of Depoſition be Void and 
Null, to all Intents and Purpoſes, till this my 


cc 
cc 
cc 


* 


« Appeal be diſcuſs'd, and that ExtraQts be 


«© given me of all Papers, relating to this Af- 
646 fair, as accords.” Upon all which I took In- 
ſtruments. 


The Gen- Immediately after this, Sir Alex. Bruce, of 


— 2 Broomhal, for himſelf, and in Name of the 


the Syods Gentry, and others of my Pariſh, rencwd 


— their Appeal to the Parliament. And in like 


rag- 11. manner, the Synod renewed their Proteſtation _ 


againſt the ſaid Appeal. 
TheConcca, Thus I have made bold to reviſe and re-cxa- 
fron of the mine the Minutes of this Famous Syhod, with 
Teil, all due and juſt Application. And, I hope, I 
have repreſented my Thoughts plainly and 5 
y 


o 
* 
5 
* 
. 
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ly enough. I do indeed, on all fit Occaſions 

call a Spade, a Spade, And who can blame me, 

©] ſince I have been ſo rudely and ſpitefully at- 
 tack'd and purſu'd ; ſo uncharitably and unjuſt- 

| ly treated and ſentenc'd ? However, Iam per- 

ſuaded, it will appear, that there was noGround 

for ſuch Outcries, as were rais'd againſt me 3 

and that it was not without Reaſon, that Per- 

©] ſons of good Quality, and great Senſe, counte- 
nanc d me, as not unworthy to ſerve my Coun- 

try, in the preſent not very flouriſhing State of 

this Church, to uſe ſofter Words, than per- 

haps, ſome others would, And here I will 
preſume to inſert a Paſſage in my own Favour, 

| 1 (which, 1 think, cann't juſtly be cenſur'd, ag 
contrary to Chriſtian Humility) out of a Let- A reſtime. 
ter concerning the Proceſs againſt me, from ay fo or 
great Man, to a leading Miniſter in this Pro- 5 Sir J. S. 
vince, to be by him communicated to his + A. 10 
Brethren, at the Synod in Dunfermline, Fa 
April 1701. — Seeing his Singularities are rather 
ſuſpected, than declar d, and that he is reſolv'd to 
give no occaſion (viz, of Debate, or Offence, as 
appears by the former Part of the Letter) for 
hereafter, and that he is not only free of all Excep- 
tion, as to his Liſe and Converſation, but acceptable | 
to many Perſons, who otherwiſe may make more | 
trouble, I cannot but wiſh and intreat, that the Vi. 4 


dom of tbe Synod may be tender in this Matter, 
K 4 aud 


* 
T 
i 
"St 
x 
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The Deſen- 


. 
and either let it fall, or put it by diſcreetly, by re- 
mitting it to a Conference, or waving it in any other 


manner, and may be for continuing and overlooking 
Mr. Grame, without the Church's Prejudice, which, 


I am ſatiify'd is not, in this Affair, in any Hazard, I 


And this you may communicate with your wonted 
Diſcretion, as from, &c. Such a Teſtimony, 
from a Perſon of ſo rare and excellent Abili- 
ties,doth incomparably more ſupport and chear 
me up, than the Verdict of the Synod did, or 


dint”: Pro. Can afflict and deject me. I have, by the divine 


penſion to 
Peace, 


Aid, brought my Mind to a ſettled Repoſe, in 


reſolving to contribute my beſt Endeayours, 


for the Peace of the Church, notwithſtanding 
all Obſtacles and Diſcouragements. For I am 
convinc'd, that without Concord and Brotherly 
Kindneſs, Chriſtianity can never arrive to its 
true, native, and reſplendent Luſtre, for which 
it was ſo highly valu'd and admir'd in the Pri- 


Greg. Naz mitive Times. That venerable Ancient, I cited 


Orat 26, 


Pap. 44 
Par.1630 


above, has a Paſſage, very ſuitable to this Pur- 


a poſe, that deſerves to be engraven on the Minds 


of all Chriſt ians, and more eſpecially of their 
Guides, who are ſo deeply oblig'd to recommend 
Peaccableneſs by their Doctrine and Example, 
7 TS nuATP? Ne T0 N, 1 c, Tegs 
Ef O 5m x; D AvaTiAggramy, Ti d 25 29/1 
gur, *% * H ννννεανπναð, 7 S190191%, As if 
one ſhould be ask'd, what's the moſt fair, love- 

155 


( 153 } 
ly, and charming thing in our Religion? And 
| anſwer, Peace is not only the moſt beautiful, 
but the moſt beneficial and uſeful Ornament 
of it alſo, What's, on the other Hand, 
the fouleſt and moſt ſhameful Stain, the moſt 
fatal and pernicious Bane of it? Diſcord 
and Diviſion. And I know not, if there 
be any Expedient more conducive and effe- : 
tual, for promoting Peace, than Modera- Mea 
tion (with reſpe&t to all kind of Differen- lent Means 
ces, whether in Point of Opinion, or Mat- 3 =; 
ter of Intereſt) which, ſo far as I know, has 
been eſteem'd and commended by wiſe Men, 
in all Ages, as an eminent Chriſtian Virtue. 
Till this be better underſtood, more ſeriouſly 
conſider'd, more earneſtly preſs'd, and more 
faithfully practis'd, there's little, or no hope, 
to ſee Religion taking Root, and bringing 
forth the Genuine Fruits of the Spirit, all 
Goodneſs, Kighteouſneſs, &c. in this poor di- 
ſtracted Country. And now I ſhut up all 
with an Obſervation, highly commended by 
Learned, Pious and Pacifick Divines; ſi in ne- A Pacißet 
ceſſarijs ſit wunitas, in non-neceſſarijs Libertas, . 
in utriſque Charitas , optimo certe loco eſſent 
res noſtre , Which amounts to thus much, 
if there were Unity in Things neceſſary, 
Liberty in Things not neceſſary, and Charity 
in both, certainly the State of Rcligion, 
and 
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and the Church would be moſt protperous | 


and happy. 


FTA GRAME. 


Additional 
Reaſons of Having reſerv'd Power to add what I might 


ie Deſen- think fit and juſt, for corroborating my Ver- 


dant's Ap- 
— "kl Appeal to the General Aſſembly, I drew up 


the following Paper, and diſpatch'd, in due 
time, a Double thereof to the Moderator of the 
late Synod, pro re nata, at Coupar, and another 
to the Clerk. 


Addi- 
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Additional Rt asons 


OF 


Mr. FAMES GRAME's 
APPEAL 


10 TE 


General Aſſembly, 


From the Sentence of Depoſition, 
paſs d againſt him, by the Synod, 
of FIFE, at GOUPAR, 
June the 20th, 1701. 


taining ſo many Scandals, was prov'd : 
it never having been once attempted to 
make out any Scandalous Thing againſt me- 
Several Matters of Fact were readily and inge- 
nuouſly confeſs'd; but withal it was ſhewsn, 


that there was not, in the whole Libel, any 
one 


I. 1 is manifeſtly falſe, that the Libel, con- 


— — 


and the Church would be moſt proſperous 
and happy. | 13 


JA. GRAME. 

Reaſons of Having reſcry'd Power to add what I might 
3 think fit and juſt, for corroborating my Ver- 
peal, bal Appeal to the General Aſſembly, 1 drew up 

the following Paper, and diſpatch'd, in due 

time, a Double thereof to the Moderator of the 

late Synod, pro re nata, at Coupar, and another 

to the Clerk. 


Addi- 
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Additional REASONS 


OF 


Mr. FAMES GRAME's 
APPEAL 


10 FEI 


General Aſſembly, 


From the Sentence of Depoſition, 
paſs d againſt him, by the Synod, 
of FIFE, at GOUPAR, 
June the 2oth, 1701. 


I. WT is manifeſtly falſe, that the Libel, con- 
I taining ſo many Scandals, was prov'd : 
it never having been once attempted to 

make out any Scandalous Thing againſt me- 
Several Matters of Fact were readily and inge- 
nuouſly confeſs'd ; but withal it was ſhewn, 


that there was not, in the whole Libel, any 
one 
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one ſingle Point, that could be deem'd releyant, 
or that render'd me liable to Ceuſure, by any 
Act of this Church. So that it may be confi- 
dently ſaid, the Libel is a mere Trifle, or an 
authentick Evidence of my Innocency. 

The Synod it ſelf was forc'd to paſs from 
what was thought the only, or moſt plauſible 
Article in it, Supine Negligence, and to confeſs 
that, at moſt, I could be charg'd only with 
Culpable Negligence. And if my Brethren do 
not (as I ſuppoſe they dare not) pretend to 
be impeccable, there's not one amongſt them, 
but muſt acknowledge himſelf Culpably Negli- 
gent. 

2. The Synod was acted and tranſported by 
Prejudices, as appears plainly by their ſhifting 
to own me as aGoſpel Miniſter, and to condemn 
thoſe, who had, moſt falſly and impudently, 
caſt the groſſeſt and vileſt Aſperſions on my 
Miniitry ; which occaſion'd my entring a Pro- 
teſtation for Remedy againſt the Iniquity and 
Partiality of the Synod. Thcir declining to do 
me right, ia this Point, was a clear Indicati- 
on, that 1 could not expect a fair, and equal 
Trial before ſuch Judges; and will undoubted- 
ly be matter of Scandal and Aſtoniſhment to al] 
Reform'd Churches, which come to hear of 
their unparallePd Procedure. 


And further, they ſtudy'd how to cheriſh 


and increaſe their Prejudices, by digreſling to 
Mat- 


4 
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Matters, quite foreign to the Libel, It was vi- 
ſible, that they did ſearch out Iniquities, (but 
bleſſed be God, in vain) and accompliſh a diligent 
1 Search, that they might take hold of my Words, or 
1 extort ſome colourable Ground of a Scntence. 
| And in fine, they overlook'd and diſregar- 
ded my exprefs Offer, to remove the Prejudices, 
moſt cauſeleſty conceiv'd againſt me, on the 
| Account of the * Queries, propos'd by The. So App. 
Committee, at Kircaldy, (Jan. 1701.) which tet: 
undertook (tho? I needed not) to anſwer one 
by one. 
| Now by all this it's as clear, as the Light of 
| the Sun, at Noon-day, that the Synod left no 
Stone unturn'd, to find me Guilty, and reje- 
cted whatever was repreſented, tho? with the 
greateſt Evidence and Force of Reaſon, for 
vindicating my Innocence. And here I appea} 
to the common Senſe of Mankind, as well as 
to the General Aſſembly, if my Brethren have 
not bewray'd the moſt malignant, obſtinate 
and unchriſtian Prejudices againſt one, whom 
they acknowledge to be without Reproach, as 
to his Life ard Manners; and whom, I pre- 
1 ſume, they will not deny to have been, in 
ſome tolcrable Meaſure, thro? the divine Bleſ- 
ſing, uſeful by his Paſtoral Labours and En- 
deavours. 

3. The Sentence is Arbitrary tend will cer- 
tainly paſs for an illuſtrious Inſtance of Pres- 
byteriau 
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byterian Domination) being founded on no 
Laws, or Ecclefiaſtick Acts, made known to 
me. The Pretence alledg'd by the Moderator, 
as the Mouth of the Synod, for not ſpecifying 
the As, by which I was to be try'd, viz. That 
they would proceed upon ſuch Acts and Laws, as 


ſhould ſatisfy their Superiors; This Pretence, I 


ſay, is moſt unjuſt, ſawcy and trifling ; ſince 
I, as Defendant, ought firſt of all to have been 


acquainted with thoſe Laws, and heard upon 


them, as the common Forms of Juſtice requirs. 
4. The Sentence is evidently void and null 
in itſelf, running only in general Terms, viz- 
That the Synod depos'd me for dangerons Errors 
and otoer Miſcarriages (ſo it was read by the 
Clerk, apud acta, before many famous Witneſ- 
ſes) without condeſcending on the one, or the 
other. Which is juit, as if the Lords of the 
Juſticiary ſhould condemn one to be hang'd, for 
Crimes and Villanies, without ſpecifying Trea- 
ſon, Murder, &c. which by the Laws are de- 
clar'd Capital A thing unprecedented, ex- 
cept where Tyranny is exerciſed, and makes 
Havock of Mankind. Written and ſubſcrib'd 
with my Hand, at Dumfermline, June thirtieth, 
1701. 
FA GRAME. 
Extracted out of the Records of the Synod 
of Fife, by me, ſic Suoſcribitur, 


Robert Toung, Cl. Syn. P. 
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1 was at ſome loſs, how to frame the additi- quomy 
onal Grounds of my Apppeal, not having been 232 
favour'd with an Extract of the Minutes (tho' _—_ the 
! earneſtly requeſted by me that very Night the polreuter? 
1 Synod roſe) till July 8th, full Eighteen Days, {1 in refe- 
after the Sentence was paſt. The Moderator 3 
and Clerk told me, that no Extracts could he tence. 
granted, till the Minutes were revisd. But 1 
could hardly think, that it was judg'd neceſſary 
to reyiſe the Sentence, which had been read in 
open Court, and by which one of the ſevereſt 
Eccleſiaſtick Cenſures had been inflicted on me, 
and my very Name expung'd ex albo ſacerdo- 
tum. And yet I could not obtain an Extract 
of it. My Brethrens Conduct ſeem'd to me, 
for ſometime very Odd and Myſterious, But ji 
within a Fortnight after that Synod, 1 was a- i" 
| bleto pierce a little into the ſecret Spring of 1 
the whole Intrigue. For I learn'd, that à Sen- 
tence, quite different from that in the Minutes, 
was, by the Synods Order, intimated from the | 
' Pulpit of Dunfermline. But I had not full Evi- i 
: dence, and Certainty, that there was any ſuch Mt 
till I receiv'd, on the 7th, of Avg. a Copy of | 
the new Sentence, extracted and ſign'd by the 
Clerk of the Synod, bearing Date, at Coupar 
| Jun. 20. I was ſenſible enough, and it ſeems , feſt 1 
ö the Brethren were ſo too, that the Sentence, Sentence 
pronounc'd in plain Synod, amounted to no— 8 * 
thing, or imply'd too much. To depoſe 2224. Li 
| Nini 
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Miniſter for dangerous Errors, and other Miſ- 
carriages, without ſpecifying them, is certain- 
ly to play the Tyrant, without any Mask. And 
at this rate, there can he no Liberty, Safety, 
and Security to the moſt innocent Man in the 
Church, under the mutability and various Re- 
volutions of Humane Affairs, when different 
Parties, by Turns, get the upper Hand and 
grow dominant. And then, if the Sentence, 
in ſuch general Terms, be taken in its full Ex- 
tent (as it may, if it be not Limited) it doth 
properly enough import all the Capital Errors 
in the Talmud, or the Alcoran, or the Council of 
Trent, or the Rhakovian Catechiſm, Cs. and all 
Crimcs and Immoralities, forbidden in the De- 
calogue, Polytheiſm, Idolatry, Perjury, Contempt of 
all public Divine Worſhip, Parricide, Treaſon, Mur- 
der, Rapine, Theft, &c. The Synod therefore did 
wiſely and juſtly bcthink themſelves and reſolve 
on another Sentence. But, I ſuppoſe, it will 
not, and ] am ſure can't truly be pretended, 
that the new Edition of it is the work of the 
Synod, or was made at Oupar, on the 20th of 
June 1701. How, or where, or when, or by 
whom, it was done, the Brethren themſelves 
can tell. It ſeems to me very probable, that the 


Synod order'd a Club or ſelect Committe of 


their Number (tho? there's no Foot-ſtep of this 
ia the Minutes) to meet for that Effect. And 
ſo they conceiv'd that, according to their Forms, 

the 


0 
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the Deed might he aſcrib'd to the Synod, with- 
out being uphraided for offering to face out a 
plain Falſhood. What their Forms are, or 
whether they be ty'd, or uſe to tye themſelves 
to any, I do not know, and therefore venture 
not to judge. As to the preſent Caſe, I leave 
itt to the Verdict of others, whether Judges 
can, or do take it upon them, to delegate their 
Power to a few of their Number, to conde- 
ſcend on the ſeveral Articles of their Sentence, 
after the Criminal is condemn'd and puniſh'd. 
But be the ſecond Sentence what, or whoſe 
they pleaſe, it's here ſubjoyn'd, with my Re- 
marks upon it, tho” they ſhould be deem'd ſu- 
perfiuous, the Matter having been ſo fully diſ- 
| cif in the Reviſal. 


1701. | 
8 'HE Provincial Synod of Fife met 7he new 
| here, pro re nata, Conſidering that Servercee 
e' whereas there was preſented unto the Sy- 
1 © nodof Fife, met at Conpar in September Jaſt, 
7 © a Reference for Advice from the Presbytry 
| © of Dunſermiiue, anent a Libel given in to 
the ſaid Presbytry by the Kirk-Seſſion of 
Dunfermline, againſt Mr. James Grame, E- 
e piſcopal Miniſter there, And the Syncd 
4 conſidering, the ſaid Reference, did give it 
« as their Advice, that the Presbytry of Dun- 
U. fermline 


« At Coupar, the twentieth Day of June, 
| 
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* fermline ſhould give him his Libel, and carry 
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on the Proceſs, till it be ready for a Sentence, 
and then bring it to a Committee of the Sy- 
nod, to meet at Kircaldy, upon the Call of 
the ſaid Presbytry. And the ſaid Committce 
having accordingly met upon the 21ſt Day 
of January laſt at Kircaldy, and duly and ſe- 
riouſſy conſider'd the whole Proceſs, and all 
Papers relating thercunto; they did unani— 
moully refer the Matter entirely unto the 
next approaching Meeting of the Provincial 
Synod of Fife, to be held at Dunfermline, in 
April thereafter. Which meeting of the 
Synod, in April, not having time to over— 
take that Affair; did refer the ſame to this 
preſent meeting of the Synod, pro re nata. 
And this meeting of the Synod, taking the 
ſaid Affair under Conſideration, did cauſe 
call the Parties, viz. the Commillioners for 
the Kirk-Seſſion of Dunfermline, Purſuers, 
and Mr. James Grame, Defender, who ac- 
cordingly compearing, the Synod did cauſe 
rcad in their Bearing, the Libel againſt Mr. 
James Grame, and his Antwers thereto, with 
an Additional Paper, conſirming ſome Points 
in the ſaid Anſwers, and all other Papers re- 
lative to the ſujd Aflair, as the Proceſs at 
more length bears: All witch Papers be— 
ing ſeriouſly and maturely advis'd by the 


-_ 


Synod, as alſo Mr. James Grame's further 


te An- 


de 
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© Anſwers, Ferbo, to the ſevcral Articles in 
the ſaid Libcl, and the Queries propos d to 
him by the Synod, upon ſome Paſſages in his 
« Papers, as the Records of the Synod more 
« fully hear. The Synod found the ſaid Mr. 
James Grame Guilty, 1. Of the contempt of 
the Authority of this Church, in joining 
with Mr. Counar, in adminiſtrating the Sa- 
crament of the Lords Supper, and partaking 
thercot with him, after Sentence of Depoſi- 
tion was paſt, and duly intimate againſt the 
ſaid Mr. Conpar ; and that what he offers for 
his Exculpation doth aggravate the ſaid Con- 
tempt. 2. That he was guilty of Culpable 
Negligence, in omitting publick Duties of 
Catcchiling for four Years, or thereby. 3. 
That he was charg'd with Heterodoxy in 
his Doctrine and Opinions, an! for his Vin- 
« dication was requir'd to Subſcribe the Con- 
« feſſion of Faith, as the Confeſſion of his 
Faith, yet he declar d he cou'd not ſuhſcribe 
i, except in a quality'd Senſe, which qua- 
lify'd Senſc he was not pleas'd to expreſs to 
the Syaod, but made delays about it, adding 
further, That he beliey d the Brethren them- 
e ſelves wou'd not ſay, that it's nece!Jary to 
believe every liugle Propolition in the Con- 
teſlion of Faith to be a divine Truth. 4. The 
Synod alſo found, that he Frrencouſly judges, 
© That Chriſt died for all thoſe that profeſs 
L 2 « the 


«c 


cc 


ce 


«c 


& 
cc 


cc 


( 164 ) 

« the Goſpel, and to whom it comes, and that 
* they are bought with a Price; and maintains, 
« That Chriſt died in the room and ſtead of 
c all thoſe for whom he died, and that he hath 
« purchaſed Pardon and Salvation for them 
c conditionally, for whom he died, upon their 
« Belicving and Repentance. And further aſ- 
ce ſerts, That none who maintain the Jth 
© oppoſite to this Error, do read or hear the 
* the Goipel without Prejudice. 5. The Sy- 
© nod found that he is guilty of reflecting upon 
the Covenant, upon a National Faſt- Day, 
appointed by the General Aſſembly, for Hu. 
e miliation for breach of Covenant, and that 
ce he doth unjuſtly charge the Presbyterians in 
* Dunfermline Pariſh, who do not wait on Or- 
& dinances diſpens'd by him to be guilty of 
« ſcandalous and miſchievous Schiſm. Upor all 
* which the Synod judg'd him Cenfurable with 
© Depoſition, and accordingly hereby do actu- 
ally depoſe the faid Mr. James Crame from 
« all Exerciſe of his Miniſterial Office in the 
« Pariſh of Dunfermline, or ciſewhere, Aid 
ec hereby appoints their reverend Brother Mr. 
Samuel Charteris, Niniſter of the Goſpel at 
& Ener kethin, to Preach at Dun ermline on Sab— 
*© bath come eight Days, being the laſt Sahbath 
« of June Inſtant, and there to make Intima- 
* tion of the aboye-written Sentence, from 
«© the Pulpit of the Church of Dunfermline after 
| % Forc- 
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e Forenoon's Sermon, and to report his Dili- | 

“ gence therein to the Synod, at their next \ 

“% meeting, as he will be anſwerable. And | 
* hereby recommends to the Presbytry of 
Dunfermline to ſee this Appointment obey'd. 
Extracted forth of the Records of the Synod 

by me, Subſcribitur, 
Robert Young, Cl. Syn. P. 


Remarks upon the above-written Sentence. 
1. The Narrative thereof is Injurious, De- es hank 4 
fective, and Falſe. It's directly Injurious, in de- ous. [ i 
nying me the Title of Miniſter abſolutely, 
without the diminiſhing Adjunct Epiſcopal, as 
they -take it. For I affirm (and am ready to 
make it good) that 1 was, upon as good and | 
ſolid Grounds to be call 'd a Miniſter of the Goſ- 1 
pel (I mean, i fore Eccleſie) as any Man who- 
ever. But the Deſignation of Epiſcopal Man- 
ſter ſimply, for one ordain'd by a B:ſhop, and 
who ſerv'd the Church under Epiſcopacy, is i" 
what, as yet, I have ſeen no reaſou to repent, bil 
or be aſham'd of; nay, out of the due and juſt 
Reſpect, I bear to the incouteltable Practice 
and Uſage of the Chriſtian Church, for ſo ma- 
ny Ages, I reckon ita conſiderable Advantage, 0 
It's Defective, in omitting two of the Grounds, pefegive. 
on which the Synod in September, 1700, or- 
der'd my Libel to be giv'n me, and appointed i 

L 3 I 1 
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a Committee at Kircaldy; for the Act of that 
Synod bears, that, beſide the Reference of the 
Presbvtry, they procecded upon a Petition of 
the Elderſhip here, and the Presbytrics ha- 
ving already ſummon'd me before them; in o- 
mitting the Reaſons, upon which the Commit- 
tce at Kircaldy referr'd the whole Proceſs to 
the Synod at Dunfermline, viz. The paucity of 
their Number, and the great import of the Af- 
fair. And in omitting the main Ground, which 
mov'd the Synod at Dunſermlive to refer the 
Buſineſs to the Synod pro re nata, at Coupar, vis. 
the Intricacy of Mr. Grames Affair thro' many 
and long Papers. Such Omiſſions are manife- 
fly prejudicial to my Cauſe. It's Falſe, in at- 
firming that all the Papers relative to the Pro- 


ceſs were read: For it's certain that the Ac- 
count of the Conference (to ſay nothing of the 


Minutes of the Presbytry of Dumſermline which 
were omitted by 24. A. Hig and Logan, was 
not read, though I deſir'd it might be. And 
this Omiſſion was evidently to my Diſadvan- 
tage; ſince if their Narrative had been hear:!, 
mary judicious and diſintereſted Perſons,” who 
were preſent, would have perceivd whit a 
lame Relation, nay, how ſhameful a Miſre— 
preſentation (I hope, without any ill Deſign) 
was made by the two Brethren of what paſt at 
the Conference. 


2. | was 


. 
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2. 1 was firſt Condemn'd, and ſome Days af- The _ 
ter, the Cauſes, or Pretences, why I was 695 


were condeſcended on. But hitherto 1 always 45 after 
believ'd, that a Criminal nſes to be acquainted 8 
with the Laws he has tranſgreſs'd, and that t he 204 why. 
Sentence againſt him ſpecifies expreſly and par- 
ticularly the Offences, for which he is puniſh'd- 

I have heard that Secular Judges proceed in 

this manner. And, I hope, our Eccleſiaſt ick 
Courts will not plead for the Privilege of be— 

ing exemptcd from the common Rules of ** 

ſtice and Rcaſon. 

3. The Grounds, upon which the Sentence N e 
againſt me is founded, are either manifeſtly 1 
Falſe, or altogether Frivolous. | min d. 

I. lam found guilty of contemning the Au- contempr 
thority of this Church, in joining with Mr. of Autho- 
Coupar, in adminiſtring the Lords Supper, and 
par taking thereof with him, after he was de- 
pos'd, and the Sentence was duly intimate. 

But how is this Contempt found? Sure it was 
no deſpiſing of the Church's Authority, to obey 
the cxpreſs Command of the Saviour and King 
of the Church, as I did in adminiſtring, and 
others with me did in partaking of the Holy 
Sacrament with Mr. Coupar, while he continu'd 
in the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, and was held 
and treated as a Miniſter, not only by the Bo- 
dy of this Pariſh, but by our Rulers and Judges, 
according to the Senſe and Purport of our Laws. 

E-4 It's 
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It's notoriouſly falſe, that the Sentence was dy- 
ly imimate againſt him, But let it be yiclde4, 
that Mr. Coupar offended in his Conduct. And 
what then? Miniſters, or other Mens Vio- 
lation of the Laws of Cod, doth not, *tis con— 
ted, involve the Innocent in their Guilt. Gn 
would therefore think that a Miniſters flight- 
ing the Sentence of an Eccleſiaſtick Judicator 1, 
paſt, in his Opinion, clve errante, ſhould net 
be interpreted to the Prcjudice of another, wito 
profefs'd and paid all due Reſpect to Authority, 
and neglected nothing incumbent on him, fot 
perſuading his Brother to ſubmit thereunto. 
And this is really my Cafe. do that the Synod 
can never find me guilty ot Contempt, which 
is an Act of the Mind, while I diſclaim it, (as 
I heartily do) unleſs they know iy Hart bet- 
ter than my ſelf, which is out of their reach ; 
or except they ſhow an expreſs Act at the 
Church, declaring ſuch an Ouvert Action of 
mine to be Contempt, and liable to ſuch and 
ſuch a Cenſure ; and then withal prove, that 
ſuch an Eccleſiaſt ick Conſtitution was known 
to me, or ought to have been fo, which I am 
ſure 15 impoſſible, There's indeed another way 
of finding me guilty of contemning their Autho- 
rity ; and that's by their Votes, in ſpite of Law 
and Reaſon. And here, I confeſs, J muſt ſuc- 
cumb, and cannot ſtand. But then, I have a 
mighty Encouragement to ſupport me; ev'n 

this, 
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this, that I fall a Sacrifice to their Sovereign 
Will and ple ture, which is downright Tyran- 
ny, and that of the moſt odious and execrable 
Kind, as heing exercisd by Churchmen, whoſe 
Character and Profeſſion bind them to the high- 
eſt Pitch of Equity, Gentleneſs and Goodneſs 
to all Men. Beſides, under the late ſtrange 
Uſage I have met with, I have given ſich an 
Evidence of a kind of ſacred and inviolable 
Reſpect to Order and Authority, as will, he- 
fore all unbias'd Men, vindicate me from the 
very leaſt Suſpicion of being a Contemner of 
any eſtabliſh'd Government. And now may | 
not juſtly and boldly ſay, had all, that I plca- 
ded for my Exculpation, as to this Point, bcen 
duly conſilercd ; particularly the Presbyterians 
Conduct towards Mr. Spezfe, preſent Miniſter 
of Fiſſuway, (gently touch'd in one of my Pa- 
pers among other illegal and outragious Di- 
ſorders) while he lay under the Cenſure of De- 
poſition and Excommunication, it's (ſcarce cre- 
dible, the Syndd could have had the Face, 
to find a mere imaginary Contempt to be a 
Ground of Depoſition, in my Caſe? And I 
think, it may be further added, That when 
the Brethren have ſcrew'd their Wis, and their 
Paſſion too, to the higheſt Peg, it will be hard 
to make it appear, that Mr. John Hepburn (i 
very zealous Presbyterian, Kar 7,5, v1pu3:- 
ary &15:71y, Of the ſtraiteſt Sect) did not 
more 
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more inſolently deſpiſe (than has been, or can 
be pretended, that I have done) the Authority 
of their Kirk, in all its Judicatorics, and ag— 
gravate his Contempt by Deeds, as well as 
Words, and a continued Courſe of Diſobe— 
dience to the preſent Eccleſiaſtick Government, 
n2twithſtaading all the kind and tender En— 
deavours, for rcclaiming him. And yet a 


1697, de General Aſſembly judg'd it ſufficient, to cha- 


Negligence 


ſtiſe ſuch a notorious and obſtinate Delinquent, 
only with Suſpenſion, and that ſoftn'd and 
ſy-cctn'd in the mildeſt and moſt endearing 
Manner. The common Word, Shew me rhe 
Atm, and I will ſhw thee the Law, will here ve— 
ry rcadily occur to the Thovghts of ſuch, as 
are intelligent. 

2. lam found guilty of culpable Negligence, 
in omitting publick Diets of Catechiſing, for 
four Vears, or therchy. Had the Synod in- 
tended to deal fairly, they wou'd have added, 
That this happen'd, while I had not a Collegue, 
and groan'd under a Burthen too heavy for one 
Man; of which! bore more, than an equal3harc; 
tho? half was all I undertook at my Entry here. 
Bur Jet that paſs among other manifeſt Partia- 
lities, and let us ſce, what's inferr'd. Why, 
this culpable Negligence muſt be one Reaſon 
for the rigorous Sentence of Depoſition. Per 
uam regnlam? That's yet to ſeck. In Effect, 
this Article in the Sentence is abſurd, as will 

caſily 


; 
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eaſily appear to all ſenſible Men. For the Libel 
charges me with ſupine Negligence, of which I 
am not found guilty. And I have found this 
to he a common Axiom in Law, Ur Sententia 
ſit conformis Li bello, quia ultra id, quod 11 judi- 
cium dleductum eſt, poteſtas judicis excedere non ro- 
teſt. Now as to the Point of Catechiſing, I 
urg'd that the Acts of the Church, enjoining 
the Degrees of Diligence, with Certification of 
ſich or ſuch Cenſures for Negligence, might 
be condeſcended on. The Svnod cou'd not, or 
wou'd not do this. I will therefore inform ſach 


as may be ignorant, There's an Act of un Af 4 2. 


3. Sf. 


ſembly, renewing an Act of a former Aſſembly, 59 
for a Day of Weekly Catechiſing; and, b. enn 
thoſe Diets were much neplected by many Mi- 
niſters throughout the Kingdom, ordaining 
ſuch negligent Miniſters (upon Tr ial by Pres- 
bytries, once in the halt Year) to be admo- 
niſh'd for the firſt Fault; and if they amen! 
not, to he ſharply rebuked for the ſecond ; and 
it they yet amend not, to be Suſpended. Now 
tho” it's plain, that this Act can never reach a 
Man in my CircumRances, yet I am contcat 
the Brethren improve It to the utmoſt Advan- 
tage. In the mean time, it concerns them 
who are {o ſupcrcilioully preciſe and ſevere to- 
wards others, to look a little home, and con- 
ſider how an expreſs peremptory Command ot 
our Lord is ſlighted among themſelves, with- 


OU 


(172 ) 

out Check or Cenſure (as was repreſented to 

to the Synod, but omitted in the Minutes p. 6. 

and is above obſerv'd) and to mind what's 

Deut. 25. Written in the Law, Thou ſha!t net have in thy 
13. Bag divers Meights, a great and a ſmall, and that 
Prov, 20. Word of the Wiſe Man, Divers Weights and 
on divers Meaſures are abomination to the Lord. 
Declining 3. My being charg'd with Heterodoxy in 
wag: ctw my Doctrine and Opinions, and declaring, 
ſen of when, for my Vindication, I was requir'd to 
Faith. Subſcribe the Confeſſion, as the Confeſſion of 
my Faith, I cou'd not do it, except in a qua- 

Iify'd Senſe, is another Ground of the Sencence. 

Now there was no Heterodoxy in Doctrine, or 
Opinions prov'd againſt me, unleſs we take the 

Synods bare Word (no approv'd Standard, or 
infallible Oracle, I preſume) for it. Who can 

brook their Bold neſs and Arrogance, in con— 
demning, thro' my Sides, the moſt famous 
Orthodox Divines, nay, and the avow'd Do- 

ctrine of whole Proteſtant Churches? The 
Authors of this new Sentence do quite miſre- 

preſent what was requir'd of me as to the Point 

of Subſcription. For I was once and again 

ask'd, if I wou'd Subſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, 

as the Confeſſion of my Faith, in all the Heads and 

Article; of it, and renounce all contrary Doctrines 

and Tenets, as it's expreſly recorded in the Mi- 

nutes, P- 3, 7- And ſo far as I know, there's 

no Law of the State, nor Act of any Aſſembly, 

em- 
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empow'ring the Synod to require Subſcriptions 
ia ſuch Terms. After the Act of Parliament 
1593, For ſettling the Peace aud Quiet of the 
Church, the next Afſembly agreed upon a For- 16% Of, 
mula of Subſcribing, the Conteſſion in the 1erms 157. 
of the Act of Parliament. And it's very obſcr- 
valle, that the Firſt Aſſembly after the Reyo- 
lution exats no more of Probationers Licens'd 
to nreach, of all Intrants into the Miniltry, 
and of all othor Miniſters and Elders, recciv'd 
into Communion, in Church Government, but 
ſimply to Subſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, ap- 
prov d by {:rmer General Aſſemblies, and ra- 
tify d ia the ſecond Seſſion of the Current Par- 
liament. And hence there ſeems to be ſome 
Miſtake in an Act of a very late Aſſembly, 1700, 48. 
Anent Subſcribing the Conjeſſion of Faith, ap-“ 
pointing all Miniſters and ruling Elders, be- 
longing to the National Church, to Subſcribe 

the Confeſſion of Faith, as the Confeſſion of 

their Faith, according to the Act of Aſſembly, 

1690; whereas it appears, that there is no ſuch 

thing. Had the Prudence and Modcration of 

of that Firſt Aſſembly been imitated, as to the 

Point of Subſcribing, perhaps there had been 

leſs Noiſe about Subſcribing in qualify'd Senſes, 

For my Part, I think, that to Subſcribe a Cn 
feſſion, or human Compoſure ſimply, implics Peſan & 
not my Aſſenting to every Propoſition CON- of Sublet. 


tain'd in it, but only that I will not contradict, % Cen- 
e//ICN SJ, 
Gr 


1690, Af. 
7, FT 1s, 


The Deſen 
dart noi o- 
big d to 

Subſcribe. 


The Sy vod 
mor autho- 
is' Ito re- 
quire Sub- 
ſcri pt ion. 


The Conf:ſ. 
Fon not the 


reſt of Or- cou'd not Subſcribe in the Senſe now impos'd ; 


Iboduxy. 
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or oppoſe ſuch a Formulary ; or that, tho? 1 
ſee Reaſon to diſſent in ſme Articles, yet for 
Peace fake, I will pay a reſpectful Silence. As 
for my not expreſſing the quality'd Senſe, in 
which 1 was willing to Subſcribe, and making 
Delays, as the Sentence here bears, I have trea- 
ted of that Matter in the Reviſal, to which 1 
refer. But indeed the Subſcribing of the Con- 
feſſion was not incumbent cn me in this Proccfs. 
By the Libcl I was only oblig'd to give an Ac- 
count, why I refus'd to Suhſcribe it in the Year 
1690, as I did, to the Satis faction of all, who 
had not reſolv'd to be diſſatisfy d. And be- 
ſides, it appear'd to me, that the Syncd had 
no Authority to require Subſcription ; becauſe 
tho” there be an Act of Parliament appointing 
Miniſters to Subicribe the Confeſſion as the Con- 
feſſion of their Faith, yet I was fully perſwaded 
that Eccleliaſtick Judicatories were not inveſt- 
ed with Authority to execute Acts of Parlia- 
ment, any further than concern'd thoſe who 
were to be admitted, or aſlam'd into their So- 
cicty, which was not my Caſe. Morcover, I 
know that one might be very Orthodox, who 


as Auguſtin, (to aſcend no higher) Proſper, Ful- 
gentins, Remigius, (and to deſcend to the Re- 
formers) Alelanchthon, Calvin, Bucer, Muſculus, 
Bullinger, &c. were they now alive, aſſuredly 
wou'd not. On the other hand, I conſider'd, 

that 
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that to Subſcribe the Confeſſiion cou'd be no 
ſufficient Purgation from, nor Preſervative a- 
gainſt erroneous Opinions. I preſume, it will 
not be pretended, that our Presbyterian Mini- 
ſters and Eldcrs are not miſtaken ia any Point 
about Religion. And indced after one has moſt 
7 cordially Subſcrib'd, he might be for the divine 
Right of Prelacy, or for Er+ſt;aniſm, or forBiſhop 
Uſber*'s Model, or for Independency, or for the 
Indifferency of all the controverted Forms: He 
might be for giving the Euchariſt to the Sick, 
and to Infants ; he might be a Chiliaſt, &c. For 
what's added, That I believꝰd the Brethren them- 
ſelves would not ſay, it's neceſſary to believe every 
ſingle Propoſition in the Confeſſion of Faith to be a 
Divine Truth, I cann't ſee what Error, or Fault 
is here, unleſs it be exceſs of Charity, or too 
great an Opinion of their Judgment and Mo- 
deration. If they will be pleas'd to pardon me 
this groſs and heinous Offence, 1 promiſe there 
ſhall be no Occaſion to reproach me a ſecond 
time for the like. Sce the Reviſal on this Point. 
4. The Synod alſo found, that 1 Erroncouſly Fulging 
judge, that Chriſt died for all to whom God ſift _ 
ſends the Goſpel, and that they are bought ef cbriſt's 
with a Price. But how they found this to bc Pesth. 
an Error, whether by Scripture, Reaſon, or 
humane Authority, therc's a profound Silence. 
Now if it be the common Doctrine of the An- 
tient Fathers, and of our Modern Divines and 


Rc- 
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Reformers, that the Death of Chriſt reſpectz 


the whole Race of Mankind, according to the 
Scriptures, as certainly it 1s; then ſurely, it 
can never be found, that I have judg'd erro- 
neouſly, in extending the Death of Chriſt to 
all thoſe, whom God fayours with the Light 
of the Goſpel, till it is prov'd that both the 
antient and modern Churches have err'd in 
this Point. As to my maintaining, that Chriſt 
died in the room and ſtead of all, for whom he 
died, this being forrcign to the Libel, is imperti— 
nent ly alledg'd, as the Ground of a Sentence 
againſt me: Perhaps, it's but a mere Logoma- 
chy, with which I never once troubl'd my 
Hearers. But ſimply to deny, that Chriſt died 
in the room and ſtead of thoſe, for whom he 
died, isjudg'd to be a Socinian Tenet. What 
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follows, wiz. That I maintain that Chriſt hath + | 


purchasd Pardon and Sal vation conditionally for 
them, for wham he died, upon their Believing and 
Repentance, is no leſs abſurdly ſet down, as a 
Reaſon for depoſing me, there being no ſuch 


Matter in the Libel. But the Doctrine is true 
and certain, according to the plain and conſtant 
Tenor of the Scripture, Is not this condi- 
tional Propoſition, IF thou wile believe, thou 
ſhale be ſav'd, the unqueſtionable Doctrine of 
the Goſpel? If I had talk'd of conditional 
Pecrees, there had been ſome Ground for qua- 


relling with me. But to condemn me, for 
ſaying 
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COP 1 
u / ing to every one of my Hearers, if thou wilt 
:cpent and flee to the Mercy of God, thro” the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thou ſhalt obtain Pardon 
aud eternal Lite (which is the true importance 
of Chriſt's having purchas'd Pardon and Salva- 
tion conditionally for thoſe, he laid down his 
4 Life for) is ſurprizing and aſtoniſhing, beyond 
what I can expreſs. It is the Doctrine that 
has been, and ſtili is commonly receiv'd a- 
mong Chriſtians all the World over. I believe 
and profeſs it; I have preach'd it, and am firm- 
JT Jy perſnaded, that all Paſtors are commiſſion'd 
ſo to do. And indeed I reckon it a Degree of 
Martyrdom, and a ſingular Honour, in which ö 
I rcjoyce, that I have hcen fo ſeverely cenſur'd, 
for one of the great and capital Truths of the 
Goſpel. If after this (as Monſieur Claude faith, 
in the Diſcourſe above cited) any be offended, 
that we ſpeak and believe according to the Scripture, 
they themſelves give juſt Ground to be offended with 
their being offended, and to reproach them tat they 
mill be wiſer than God, and that their peeviſhneſs 
lead them to correct Scripture ; which is an inſup- 
portable Temerity. In the laſt Clauſe of this Ar- 
ticle there's a groſs Miitake, viz. Iam ſaid to 
aſſert, That none, who maintain the Truth oppoſite 
to this Error, do read or hear the Goſpel without 
Prejudice: There being no ſuch Words utter'd 
or writ by me. The Paſlage aim'd at, per- 
haps, is in my Anſwer to the Libel, in theſe 
NM Words, 
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"See Append Words. Said J any more to my Hearers, than 


Seck. 5. 


RefleTing 


St. Paul did to the Corinthians. And am not I, 
and are not all Preachers warranted to ſay to every 
one under our Charge, Ye are bought with a 
Price? Aud verily I am perſwaded, this is the 
Belief of every one, that hears, or reads the Gone! 
without Prejudice, i 


5. The Synod found that I was guilty of re- 


on the Co-flecting on the Covenant, on a National Faſt - 


Venart. 


Dayzippointed by theGeneral Aſſembly, (I muſt 
add, and by the Secret Council, whoſe Autho= 
rity determin'd me to obſerve it) for Humilia- 
tion for breach of Covenant, as thev word ir. 
The Synod, or the Contrivers of this Sentence 
in the Synod's Name, are here alſo beſides the 
Cuſhion. In the Libel there's nothing of my 
having reflected on the Covenant; but I am 
charg'd with what 1] cited out of a PresHyte- 
rian Pamphlet (Scotland's preſent Duty) vir. 
Dat the Covenant was entred into for ſiniſter 
and politick Ends, &c. The Brethren ſeem 
to have a rare Dexterity, and an admirable 
Sagacity, in finding whatever they pleaſe, 
rho* no where extant, but in their own Fan- 
cies What 1 cited and adopted out of that 
Diſcourſe, however ſtrain'd and rack'd by the 
moſt Diabolical Malice, can never be conſtru- 
£1 a Reflexion on the Covenant. Nor was 


any fach thing deſign'd by me. My great Aim 


was, to make my Heaters ſenſible, how all had 
ſwer v'd 
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ſwerv'd from the great Precepts of Chriſtianity 
and Godlineſs: To which, as we are oblig'd by 
the iovercign Lord and Judge of the World, 
ſo the People had, in thoſe Times engag'd 
themſelves, in a moſt ſolemn and awful Man- 
ner, by the Covenant. But ſuppoſe I had re- 
flected on the Covenant, as I neither intended, 
nor did; cou'd this be a juſt Ground for de- 
poling me? Doth not the Covenant ſtand 
condemn'd by an unrepeal'd Act of Parliament? 


There's indeed upon Record an Act and Decla- 648. ji. 
ration of a General Aſſembly againſt an Act of 28.Se.r8, 


Parliament and Committce of Eſtates. But I 
know not, if ever any Provincial Synod, before 
this Famous one, at Czpar, pro re nata, adventur'd 
on ſo pat a Contradiction to the ſupreme Judi- 
catory of tne Kingdom, as to cenſure a Miniſter 
for a mere alledg'd Approbation (in Effect, I 
neither approv'd, nor diſapprov'd it, the thing 
being Alien to my Purpoſe) of an Act of Par- 
liament. The laſt Point Iam found guilty of 
is, That I charge the Presbyterians is Dunferm- 
line to be guilty of ſcandalous and miſchievous 


Arguments (in their Seaſonable Admonition) a- 
gainſt Mr. Hepburn be good, I having reaſon'd 
upon their Principles. If it was lawful to 
joyn with me in Sacris (as their Practice did 

M 2 ſhew, 


his Presby- 
Schiſm, unjuſtly. To do any thing unjuſtly is terian Pa- 


certainly blame-worthy. But how appcars it, "9s 
that I charg'd them unjuſtly? If the Commiſſions Schiſm. 
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ſhew, they believ'd it was) then it irrefraga- 


TheConclue 
fron of the 
Remarks, 


bly follows, that they were guilty of a ſcanda- 
lous and miſchievous Schiſm, in not joyning. 
And what's the natural and neceſſary Con ſe- 
quence of this, deſerves the moſt ſerious Con- 
ſideration of all the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
But now, let it be granted, that I had been 
guilty of an Act of injuſtice, in charging the 
Presbyterians here with Schiſm, out of a hear- 
ty Love to Order, Peace ani Unity, and then 
I think it will be no great Arrozance to ask, 
by what Law of Chriſt, or Conſtitution of the 
Church, can this bold, but well-meant Act of 
mine, be the Ground of Depoſition ? 

Such are the dangerous Errors, and other 
Miſcarriages, for which I have been folemnly 
depos'd. Whether Fure, an injuria, the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, to which I have appeal'd, is to 


Judge. How that reverend Judicatory will 


proceed, and acquit it ſelf, thinking Men, on 
both ſides, differ in their Conjectures. For my 
own Part, the utmoſt 1 wiſh, is, that next to 
the Honour of Religion, Truth, Piety, Chari- 
ty and Peace, they may conſult the good of our 


Country, and their own Reputation and real 


ſuch worthy and noble Ends. But whatever 


Intereſt. It's hop'd, the World will ſee, they 
have the Wiſdom and Foreſight, to take, and 
the Courage and Integrity to purſue thoſe Mca- 
ſures, which may prove moſt ſubſervient to 


the 
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the Iſſue of this ſtrange and unhappy Conteſt 
happens to be, I truſt in God, that I ſhall en- 
joy a never-failing Source of Comfort and Re- 
poſe, For I can ſincerely, and do ſolemnly 
proteſt, it has been my Deſign and Endeavour 
according to that meaſure of Light and Capa- 
city, the divine Goodneſs hath vouchſaf'd me, 
to teach People, in the Courſe of my Miniſtry, 
that heavenly Wiſdom, © which acquaints us 
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. Pork 
with the Nature and Reaſon of true 2 — 


gion (to borrow the Words of an excellent ys D. D. 


Divine, and moſt accompliſh'd Scholar) the! — 
Miſtake of which produceth ſo many Miſ- 
chiefs and Inconveniencies in the World, 
and expoſes ſo good a Name to ſo much rs— 
proach; even that Religion conſiſteth not in 
fair Profeſſion, and glorious Pretences, but 
in real Practice; not in a pertinacious Ad he- 
rence to any Sect or Party, but in a ſincere 
love of Goodneſs, and diſlike of Naughtineſs, 
wherever diſcovering it ſelf 3 not in vain o- 
ſtentations and flouriſhes of outward Perfor- 
mance, but in an inward good Complexion 
of Mind, exerting it ſelf in Works of true 
Devotion and Charity; not in a nice Ortho- 
doxy, or polite ſubjection of our [udgments 
to the peremptory Dictates of Men, but in a 
ſincere love of Truth, in a hearty Approha- 
tion of and Compliance with the Doctrines 


“ fundamentally good, and neceſſary to be be- 


cc licv'd; 
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& liey'd; not in harſh cenſuring and virnlently 
* inveighing againſt others, but in careful a- 
mending our own Ways; not in a pecviſh 
Croſsneſs and obſt inate repugnancy to recei- 
ved Laws and Cuſtoms, but in a quict and 
ce peaceable Submiſſion to the expreſs Laws of 
God, and lawful Commands of Man ; not in 
a furious Zeal for or againſt trivial Circum- 
& ſtances, but in conſcionable Practiſing the 
* ſubſtantial Parts of Religion ; not in a fre- 
* quent Talking or contentious Diſputing a- 
« boutit, but in a ready Obſervance of the un- 
queſtionable Rules and Preſcripts of it. In 
* Word, that Religion conſiſts in nothing 
** elſe, but doing what becomes our Relation to 
<< God, in conformity or ſimilitude to his Na- 
<< ture, and ina willing Obedience to his holy 
* Will; to which by potent Incentives it allures 
t and perſwades us; by repreſenting to us his 
c tranſcendently- glorious Attributes, cc. 
And now, come what will, I have firmly re- 
iolv'd, that all my Reſentments ſhall ſtill ter- 
minate in Compaſſion for this poor diſtracted 
Church, and in hearty ardent Prayers, that God 
may be pleas'd to endue all his Miniſters and 
People with the Spirit of Love, ava of « a ſound 


Mind, 
8 „ TA GRAM F. 


UE, Fu 1 


E 


Pag. 21. Lin. 15, not, read not in. p. 24. I. 24. 
of r. of the. p. 26. J. 22. Sc. 3. r. Scct. 9. p. 41. 
1.16. Mr. L. r. Mr. H. p. 44, J. 6. Sentences x. 
Evidences. p. 53. J. 13. know r. knew, p. 58. J. 
4. me r. me not. p. 62. J. 1 5. on r. in. p. 72. J. 
27. do r. do not. y. 80. 1, 30. mv Opinion x. in 
the Opinion. p. 120. J. 24. conteſt v. conteſts. p. 
121. J. 26. very r verily. p. 169. J. 29. 1 re 
Ka7# 7yv, p. 132-1. 12, Berrible r. Hocribibe. 


